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De Niro's Game
A family in exile from their home in old Beirut contends with claustrophobic
conditions, recriminations, and unrealizable dreams of return.

An Unnecessary Woman
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A powerful collection of fiction that lingers long after the last word. A boatman
fishes bodies from the Yellow River searching for the one he can claim. A
construction worker speeds through the Indonesian jungle to board his plane on
time. Playing a terrifying game of cat and mouse, an isolated sniper in Beirut
observes the city from his rooftop perch. With profound insight El-Zein's stories
cross continents and time zones, effortlessly melding themes of loss and longing
with larger questions of power, politics, faith and love. His characters, as
provocative as they are diverse, confront issues of violence, justice and
redemption with varying degrees of rage, suspense, satire and wit. With a sharp
eye for the ridiculous, El-Zein's collection cleverly illuminates stereotypes and
contemplates global truths. These are worldly stories in the best sense, and wise
ones.

The Woman from Tantoura
Written in the opening phases of the Lebanese Civil War (1975--1990), Little
Mountain is told from the perspectives of three characters: a Joint Forces fighter; a
distressed civil servant; and an amorphous figure, part fighter, part intellectual.
Elias Khoury's language is poetic and piercing as he tells the story of Beirut, civil
war, and fractured identity.
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Duplex
'Stunning' New York Times Book Review 'Here it comes, the book of the year, on its
own magic carpet. No book this bewitching has ever felt so important; no book this
important has ever been so lovingly enchanted. The Hakawati is both a snapshot of
our current crisis, and a story for the ages. What else can we ask the djinn of
literature for?' Andrew Sean Greer, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Less In
2003, Osama al-Kharrat returns to Beirut after many years in America to stand vigil
at his father's deathbed. As the family gathers, stories begin to unfold: Osama's
grandfather was a hakawati, or storyteller, and his bewitching tales are interwoven
with classic stories of the Middle East. Here are Abraham and Isaac; Ishmael, father
of the Arab tribes; the beautiful Fatima; Baybars, the slave prince who vanquished
the Crusaders; and a host of mischievous imps. Through Osama, we also enter the
world of the contemporary Lebanese men and women whose stories tell a larger,
heartbreaking tale of seemingly endless war, conflicted identity, and survival. With
The Hakawati, Rabih Alameddine has given us an Arabian Nights for this century.
'Sharp, seductive storytelling' O, The Oprah Magazine

I, The Divine: A Novel in First Chapters
'A profoundly beautiful novel that infolds the political with the personal in
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unexpected and new ways . . . An extraordinary book' Neel Mukherjee, New
Statesman, 'Books of the Year 2016' 'His stories take the reader into the labyrinth
that is the mind . . . The Angel of History is digressive and daring' the Economist
'Alameddine has created a scintillating, original work whose moral complexity and
detail of observation are wholly contemporary and entirely his own' Spectator Set
over the course of one night in the waiting room of a psych clinic, The Angel of
History follows Yemeni-born poet Jacob as he revisits the events of his life, from his
maternal upbringing in an Egyptian whorehouse to his adolescence under the aegis
of his wealthy father and his life as a gay Arab man in San Francisco at the height
of AIDS. Hovered over by the presence of alluring, sassy Satan who taunts Jacob to
remember his painful past and dour, frigid Death who urges him to forget and give
up on life, Jacob is also attended to by 14 saints. Set in Cairo and Beirut; Sana'a,
Stockholm, and San Francisco; Alameddine gives us a charged philosophical
portrait of a brilliant mind in crisis. This is a profound, philosophical and hilariously
winning story of the war between memory and oblivion we wrestle with every day
of our lives. 'Here is a book, full of story, unrepentantly political at every level. At a
time when many western writers seem to be in retreat from saying anything that
could be construed as political, Alameddine says it all, shamelessly, gloriously and,
realised like his Satan, in the most stylish of forms' the Guardian

The Secret Maker of the World
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An “amazing” novel about the diaspora of Sephardic Jews amid the tumult of
twentieth century history (The Washington Post Book World). From one of Spain’s
most celebrated writers, this extraordinary blend of fiction, history, and memoir
tells the story of the Sephardic diaspora through seventeen interlinked chapters.
“If Balzac wrote The Human Comedy, [Antonio] Muñoz Molina has written the
adventure of exile, solitude, and memory,” Arturo Pérez-Reverte observed of this
“masterpiece” that shifts seamlessly from the past to the present along the escape
routes employed by Sephardic Jews across countries and continents as they fled
Hitler’s Holocaust and Stalin’s purges in the mid-twentieth century (The New York
Review of Books). In a remarkable display of narrative dexterity, Muñoz Molina
fashions a “rich and complex story” out of the experiences of people both real and
imagined: Eugenia Ginzburg and Greta Buber-Neumann, one on a train to the
gulag, the other heading toward a Nazi concentration camp; a shoemaker and a
nun who become lovers in a small Spanish town; and Primo Levi, bound for
Auschwitz (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel). From the well-known to the virtually
unknown, all of Muñoz Molina’s characters are voices of separation, nostalgia, love,
and endless waiting. “Stories that vibrate beneath the burden of history, that lift
with the breath of human life.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review “A magnificent
novel about the iniquity and horror of fanaticism, and especially the human being’s
indestructible spirit.” —Mario Vargas Llosa “Moving and often astonishing.” —The
New York Times
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Still Writing
Austerlitz, the internationally acclaimed masterpiece by “one of the most gripping
writers imaginable” (The New York Review of Books), is the story of a man’s search
for the answer to his life’s central riddle. A small child when he comes to England
on a Kindertransport in the summer of 1939, one Jacques Aus-terlitz is told nothing
of his real family by the Welsh Methodist minister and his wife who raise him.
When he is a much older man, fleeting memories return to him, and obeying an
instinct he only dimly understands, he follows their trail back to the world he left
behind a half century before. There, faced with the void at the heart of twentiethcentury Europe, he struggles to rescue his heritage from oblivion.

An Unnecessary Woman
An NPR Best Book of the Year • A Buzzfeed Best Book of the Year On Halloween,
1991, a popular high school basketball star ventures into the woods near Battle
Creek, Pennsylvania, and disappears. Three days later, he’s found with a bullet in
his head and a gun in his hand—a discovery that sends tremors through this
conservative community, already unnerved by growing rumors of Satanic worship
in the region. In the wake of this incident, bright but lonely Hannah Dexter is
befriended by Lacey Champlain, a dark-eyed, Cobain-worshiping bad influence in
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lip gloss and Doc Martens. The charismatic, seductive Lacey forges a fast, intimate
bond with the impressionable Dex, making her over in her own image and
unleashing a fierce defiance that neither girl expected. But as Lacey gradually
lures Dex away from her safe life into a feverish spiral of obsession, rebellion, and
ever greater risk, an unwelcome figure appears on the horizon—and Lacey’s secret
history collides with Dex’s worst nightmare. By turns a shocking story of love and
violence and an addictive portrait of the intoxication of female friendship, set
against the unsettled backdrop of a town gripped by moral panic, Girls on Fire is an
unflinching and unforgettable snapshot of girlhood: girls lost and found, girls strong
and weak, girls who burn bright and brighter—and some who flicker away.

Amour
Palestine. For most of us, the word brings to mind a series of confused images and
disjointed associations-massacres, refugee camps, UN resolutions, settlements,
terrorist attacks, war, occupation, checkered kouffiyehs and suicide bombers, a
seemingly endless cycle of death and destruction. This novel does not shy away
from such painful images, but it is first and foremost a powerful human story,
following the life of a young girl from her days in the village of al-Tantoura in
Palestine up to the dawn of the new century. We participate in events as they
unfold, seeing them through the uneducated but sharply intelligent mind of
Ruqayya, as she tries to make sense of all that has happened to her and her
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family. With her, we live her love of her land and of her people; we feel the
repeated pain of loss, of diaspora and of cross-generational misunderstanding; and
above all, we come to know her indomitable human spirit. As we read we discover
that we have become part of Ruqayya's family, and her voice will remain with us
long after we have closed the book.

Girls on Fire
A New York Times Editors' Choice book The haunting story of a daughter's struggle
to confront her father's turbulent-and often violent-legacy After a fourteen-year
estrangement, Maria Venegas returns to Mexico from the United States to visit her
father, who is living in the old hacienda where both he and she were born. While
spending the following summers and holidays together, herding cattle and fixing
barbed-wire fences, he begins sharing stories with her, tales of a dramatic life filled
with both intense love and brutal violence-from the final conversations he had with
his own father, to his extradition from the United States for murder, to his mother's
pride after he shot a man for the first time at the age of twelve. Written in spare,
gripping prose, Bulletproof Vest is Venegas's reckoning with her father's difficult
legacy. Moving between Mexico and New York, between past and present, Venegas
traces her own life and her father's as, over time, a new closeness and
understanding develops between them. Bulletproof Vest opens with a harrowing
ambush on Venegas's father while he's driving near his home in Mexico. He
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survives the assault-but years later the federales will find him dead near the very
same curve, and his daughter will be left with not only the stories she inherited
from him but also a better understanding of the violent undercurrent that shaped
her father's life as well as her own.

Pillars of Salt
“Everything I know about life, I learned from the daily practice of sitting down to
write.” From the best-selling author of Devotion and Slow Motion comes a witty,
heartfelt, and practical look at the exhilarating and challenging process of
storytelling. At once a memoir, meditation on the artistic process, and advice on
craft, Still Writing is an intimate and eloquent companion to living a creative life.
Through a blend of deeply personal stories about what formed her as a writer, tales
from other authors, and a searching look at her own creative process, Shapiro
offers her gift to writers everywhere: an elegant guide of hard-won wisdom and
advice for staying the course. “The writer’s life requires courage, patience,
empathy, openness. It requires the ability to be alone with oneself. Gentle with
oneself. To be disciplined, and at the same time, take risks.” Writers—and anyone
with an artistic temperament—will find inspiration and comfort in these pages.
Offering lessons learned over twenty years of teaching and writing, Shapiro brings
her own revealing insights to weave an indispensable almanac for modern writers.
Like Anne Lamott’s Bird by Bird, Virginia Woolf’s A Writer’s Diary, and Stephen
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King’s On Writing, Dani Shapiro’s Still Writing is a lodestar for aspiring scribes and
an eloquent memoir of the writing life.

Sepharad
A critique of mainstream psychology's ineffectiveness, neglect of the personal and
social meaning behind people's suffering, lack of diversity-mindedness, and
predisposition to shame rather than understand people. It takes Dr. Phil as a
representative, a straw man, for this kind of thinking. Discussing sixteen specific
episodes of the Dr. Phil show, the book provides alternative perspectives on such
topics as lying, judging, labeling, dieting, anger, shame, addictions, relationships,
domestic violence, race, and gender.--Publisher.

Koolaids
Beirut is a tour de force that takes the reader from the ancient to the modern
world, offering a dazzling panorama of the city's Seleucid, Roman, Arab, Ottoman,
and French incarnations. Kassir vividly describes Beirut's spectacular growth in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, concentrating on its emergence after the
Second World War as a cosmopolitan capital until its near destruction during the
devastating Lebanese civil war of 1975-1990. --from publisher description.
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Happy Singlehood
Happy Singlehood charts a way forward for singles to live life on their terms, and
shows how everyone—single or coupled—can benefit from accepting solo living.
Based on personal interviews, quantitative analysis, and extensive review of
singles’ writings and literature, author Elyakim Kislev uncovers groundbreaking
insights on how unmarried people create satisfying lives in a world where social
structures and policies are still designed to favor marriage. In this carefully crafted
book, Kislev investigates how singles nurture social networks, create innovative
communities, and effectively deal with discrimination. Happy Singlehood
challenges readers to rethink how single people organize social and familial ties in
new ways, and illuminates how educators, policymakers, and urban planners
should cater to their needs.

Little Mountain
Moored in a coastal fishing town so far north that the highways only run south, the
unnamed narrator of The Seas is a misfit. She’s often the subject of cruel local
gossip. Her father, a sailor, walked into the ocean eleven years earlier and never
returned, leaving his wife and daughter to keep a forlorn vigil. Surrounded by
water and beckoned by the sea, she clings to what her father once told her: that
Page 11/32

Read Online An Unnecessary Woman Rabih Alameddine
she is a mermaid. True to myth, she finds herself in hard love with a land-bound
man, an Iraq War veteran thirteen years her senior.The mesmerizing, fevered
coming-of-age tale that follows will land her in jail. Her otherworldly escape will
become the stuff of legend. With the inventive brilliance and psychological insight
that have earned her international acclaim, Samantha Hunt pulls readers into an
undertow of impossible love and intoxication, blurring the lines between reality and
fairy tale, hope and delusion, sanity and madness.

That They May Face the Rising Sun
A “captivating, perceptive, and empathic novel of New York” told with “panache
and mischievous ebullience” (Booklist, starred review). In this retelling of Balzac’s
Parisian classic Cousin Bette, Sarah Shulman spins her revenge story in Mad
Men–era New York City. Bette, a lonely spinster, has worked as a secretary at an
ad agency for thirty years. Her only real friend is her apartment neighbor Earl, a
black, gay actor with a miserable job in a meatpacking plant. Shamed and
disowned by their families, both find refuge in New York and in their friendship.
Everything changes when Hortense, Bette’s wealthy niece from Ohio, moves to the
city to pursue her own acting career. Her arrival reminds Bette of her scandalous
past and the estranged Midwestern family she left behind. When Hortense’s
calculating ambitions cause a rift between Bette and Earl, Bette uses her
connections in the television ad world to destroy those who have wronged her.
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Textured with the grit and gloss of midcentury Manhattan in the days before the
Civil Rights and Feminist Movements, The Cosmopolitans “balance[s] the hopes of
an entire era on the backs of a fragile relationship. . . . Jarring and beautiful, this is
a modern classic” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).

The Penguin's Song
It is difficult to write well even in one language. Yet a rich body of translingual
literature -- by authors who write in more than one language or in a language other
than their primary one -- exists. The Translingual Imagination is a pioneering study
of the phenomenon, which is as ancient as the use of Arabic, Latin, Mandarin,
Persian, and Sanskrit as linguae francae. Colonialism, war, mobility, and the
aesthetics of alienation have combined to create a modern translingual canon.
Opening with an overview of this vast subject, Steven G. Kellman then looks at the
differences between ambilinguals -- those who write authoritatively in more than
one language -- and monolingual translinguals -- those who write in only one
language but not their native one. Kellman offers compelling analyses of the
translingual situations of African and Jewish authors and of achievements by
authors as varied as Mary Antin, Samuel Beckett, Louis Begley, J. M. Coetzee,
Joseph Conrad, Eva Hoffman, Vladimir Nabokov, and John Sayles. While separate
studies of individual translingual authors have long been available, this is the first
in-depth study of the general phenomenon of translingual literature.
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The Seas
That They May Face the Rising Sun was the last novel from John McGahern, one of
Ireland's greatest novelists. Joe and Kate Ruttledge have come to Ireland from
London in search of a different life. In passages of beauty and truth, the drama of a
year in their lives and those of the memorable characters that move about them
unfolds through the action, the rituals of work, religious observances and play. We
are introduced, with deceptive simplicity, to a complete representation of
existence - an enclosed world has been transformed into an Everywhere.

A Girl Made of Dust
The first word in this mesmerizing novel by the winner of the Nobel Prize for
Literature is “No.” It is how the novel’s narrator, a middle-aged Hungarian-Jewish
writer, answers an acquaintance who asks him if he has a child. It is the answer he
gave his wife (now ex-wife) years earlier when she told him that she wanted one.
The loss, longing and regret that haunt the years between those two “no”s give
rise to one of the most eloquent meditations ever written on the Holocaust. As
Kertesz’s narrator addresses the child he couldn’t bear to bring into the world he
ushers readers into the labyrinth of his consciousness, dramatizing the paradoxes
attendant on surviving the catastrophe of Auschwitz. Kaddish for the Unborn Child
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is a work of staggering power, lit by flashes of perverse wit and fueled by the
energy of its wholly original voice. Translated by Tim Wilkinson From the Trade
Paperback edition.

Moving the Palace
Chronicles the live of Zimbabwean women in two stories, the first a tale about a
young woman fleeing the war to seek a new life in Harare, and the second about a
mute teenager struggling to cope with the pain of incest.

The Angel of History
Determined to regain the land her late husband had bequeathed to his illegitimate
mulatto son, Do InTs, the matriarch of a wealthy, eighteenth-century Caracas
family, continues her quest, even after her death in 1780, over the course of two
centuries of Venezuelan history. Reprint.

Austerlitz
A first novel with tremendous heart, which captures both a country and a childhood
in turmoil. Ten-year-old Ruba lives in a village outside Beirut. From her family
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home, she can see the buildings shimmering on the horizon and the sea stretched
out beside them. She can also hear the rumble of the shelling – this is Lebanon in
the 1980s and civil war is tearing the country apart. Ruba however has her own
worries. Her father hardly ever speaks and spends most of his days sitting in his
armchair, avoiding work and family. Her mother looks so sad that Ruba thinks her
heart might have withered in the heat like a fig. Her elder brother, Naji, has started
to spend his time with older boys – and some of them have guns. When Ruba
decides she has to save her father, and when she uncovers his secret, she begins a
journey which takes her from childhood to the beginnings of adulthood.

Beirut
A National Book Award Finalist, Sarah Shun-lien Bynum's enchanting and inventive
first novel is a groundbreaking, contemporary classic When a girl falls into a
mysterious, impenetrable sleep, the borders between her provincial French village
and the peculiar, beguiling realm of her dreams begin to disappear: A fat woman
sprouts delicate wings and takes flight; a failed photographer stumbles into the
role of pornographer; a beautiful young wife grows to resemble her husband's viol.
Madeleine, the dreamer, travels in their midst, trying to make sense of her own
metamorphosis. She leaves home, joins a gypsy circus, and falls into an
unexpected triangle of desire and love. Embracing the earthy and the ethereal, the
comical and the poignant, Madeleine Is Sleeping is part fairy tale, part coming-ofPage 16/32
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age story, and above all, an adventure in the discovery of art, sexuality,
community, and the self.

The Hakawati
Since her award-winning debut novel, Minaret, Leila Aboulela has been praised by
J.M. Coetzee, Ali Smith, Aminatta Forna, and Anthony Marra among others for her
rich and nuanced depictions of Islamic spiritual and political life. Her latest
collection, Elsewhere, Home, draws us ineluctably into the lives of immigrants at
home and abroad as they forge new identities and reshape old ones. A young
woman’s encounter with a former classmate elicits painful reminders of her former
life in Khartoum. A wealthy young Sudanese woman studying in Aberdeen begins
an unlikely friendship with one of her Scottish classmates. A woman experiences
an evolving relationship to her favorite writer, whose portrait of their shared
culture both reflects and conflicts with her own sense of identity. Shuttling
between the dusty, sun-baked streets of Khartoum and the university halls and
cramped apartments of Aberdeen and London, Elsewhere, Home explores, with
subtlety and restraint, the profound feelings of yearning, loss, and alienation that
come with leaving one’s homeland in pursuit of a different life.

Martin John
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Through a series of first chapters of unfinished novels and memoirs, Sarah Nour ElDin, a Lebanese-American artist, narrates the story of her life, from growing up in a
hybrid family in war-torn Beirut and her own self-imposed exile in the United States
to her struggle to deal with her family problems and her determination to tell her
own story. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

The Translingual Imagination
There is but one truly serious philosophical problem, and that is suicide. In Rawi
Hage's unforgettable novel, winner of the 2008 IMPAC Prize, this famous quote by
Camus becomes a touchstone for two young men caught in Lebanon's civil war.
Bassam and George are childhood best friends who have grown to adulthood in
war torn Beirut. Now they must choose their futures: to stay in the city and
consolidate power through crime; or to go into exile abroad, alienated from the
only existence they have known. Bassam chooses one path: obsessed with leaving
Beirut, he embarks on a series of petty crimes to finance his departure. Meanwhile,
George builds his power in the underworld of the city and embraces a life of
military service, crime for profit, killing, and drugs. Told in the voice of Bassam,De
Niro's Gameis a beautiful, explosive portrait of a contemporary young man shaped
by a lifelong experience of war. Rawi Hage's brilliant style mimics a world gone
mad: so smooth and apparently sane that its razor-sharp edges surprise and cut
deeply. A powerful meditation on life and death in a war zone, and what comes
Page 18/32

Read Online An Unnecessary Woman Rabih Alameddine
after.

The Last Watchman of Old Cairo
Crime Writers Association John Creasey Dagger Award winner An ECONOMIST TOP
FICTION TITLE OF THE YEAR A FINANCIAL TIMES BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR A
GUARDIAN BEST CRIME AND THRILLER OF THE YEAR A KIRKUS REVIEWS BEST
CRIME NOVEL OF THE YEAR “A soulful, humane, and sparklingly funny novel. Spend
some time with Sheldon and company in the Scandinavian wilderness and you just
might make peace with your god, your ghosts, and yourself.” — Gary Shteyngart,
author of Super Sad True Love Story Sheldon Horowitz—widowed, impatient,
impertinent—has grudgingly agreed to leave New York and move in with his
granddaughter, Rhea, and her new husband, Lars, in Norway—a country of blue
and ice with one thousand Jews, not one of them a former Marine sniper in the
Korean War turned watch repairman. Not until now, anyway. Home alone one
morning, Sheldon witnesses a dispute between the woman who lives upstairs and
an aggressive stranger. When events turn dire, Sheldon seizes and shields the
neighbor’s young son from the violence, and they flee the scene. As Sheldon and
the boy look for a safe haven in an alien world, past and present weave together,
forcing them ever forward to a wrenching moment of truth. “This is one of the best
books of the season, of any genre.” — Buffalo News “Miller joins the ranks of Stieg
Larsson, Henning Mankell, and Jo Nesbø, the holy trinity of Scandinavian crime
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novelists.” — Booklist (starred review) AN INDIE NEXT SELECTION

Kaddish for an Unborn Child
* A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of the Year * A San Francisco
Chronicle, Kansas City Star, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, New Hampshire Public Radio,
Flavorwire, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, Largehearted Boy, and Slaughterhouse 90210 Best
Book of the Year * * A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice * One of The
Millions's Most Anticipated Books of 2013 * Mary and Eddie are meant for each
other—but love is no guarantee, not in these suburbs. Like all children, they exist
in an eternal present; time is imminent, and the adults of the street live in their
assorted houses like numbers on a clock. Meanwhile, ominous rumors circulate,
and the increasing agitation of the neighbors points to a future in which all will be
lost. Soon a sorcerer's car will speed down Mary's street, and as past and future
fold into each other, the resonant parenthesis of her girlhood will close forever.
Beyond is adulthood, a world of robots and sorcerers, slaves and masters, bodies
without souls. In Duplex, Kathryn Davis, whom the Chicago Tribune has called "one
of the most inventive novelists at work today," has created a coming-of-age story
like no other. Once you enter the duplex—that magical hinge between past and
future, human and robot, space and time—there's no telling where you might come
out.
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Doña Inés Vs. Oblivion
Finalist for the 2015 Giller Prize Among The National Post's Top 5 Books of 2015
Among The Toronto Star's Top 5 Fiction Books of 2015 Among Largehearted Boy's
Favourite Novels of 2015 One of Quill & Quire’s Books of the Year, 2015 Among
The Edmonton Journal's Top 5 Books of 2015 A 49th Shelf Book of the Year, 2015
Among NOW Toronto's Top 10 Books of 2015 Martin John’s mam says that she is
glad he is done with it. But is Martin John done with it? He says he wants it to stop,
his mother wants it to stop, we all want it to stop. But is it really what Martin John
wants? He had it in his mind to do it and he did it. Harm was done when he did it.
Harm would continue to be done. Who will stop Martin John? Will you stop him?
Should she stop him? From Anakana Schofield, the brilliant author of the
bestselling Malarky, comes a darkly comic novel circuiting through the mind,
motivations and preoccupations of a character many women have experienced but
few have understood quite so well. The result confirms Schofield as one of the
bravest and most innovative authors at work in English today. Anakana Schofield is
an Irish-born writer, who won the Amazon.ca First Novel Award and the DebutLitzer Prize for Fiction in 2013 for her debut novel Malarky.

Talking Back to Dr. Phil
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“A Middle Eastern heart-of-darkness tale that flows like a dream . . . Crackling with
razor-sharp humor” (The New York Times). At the dawn of the twentieth century, a
young Lebanese explorer leaves the Levant for the wilds of Africa, encountering an
eccentric English colonel in Sudan and enlisting in his service. In this lush chronicle
of far-flung adventure, the military recruit crosses paths with a compatriot who has
dismantled a sumptuous palace in Tripoli and is transporting it across the continent
on a camel caravan. The protagonist soon takes charge of this hoard of
architectural fragments, ferrying the dismantled landmark through Sudan, Egypt,
and the Arabian Peninsula, attempting to return to his native Beirut with this
moveable real estate. Along the way, he will encounter skeptic sheikhs, suspicious
tribal leaders, bountiful feasts, pilgrims bound for Mecca, and T. E. Lawrence in a
tent—in this “utterly charming” novel that was a recipient of the Académie
Française’s François Mauriac Prize (Library Journal). “Renders the complex social
landscape of the Middle East and North Africa with subtlety and finesse . . . Yet one
doesn’t need to care about the region’s history, or its present-day contexts, to
enjoy Moving the Palace.” —The Wall Street Journal

Madeleine Is Sleeping
A happily misanthropic Middle East divorcee finds refuge in books in a “beautiful
and absorbing” novel of late-life crisis (The New York Times). Aaliya is a divorced,
childless, and reclusively cranky translator in Beirut nurturing doubts about her
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latest project: a 900-page avant-garde, linguistically serpentine historiography by a
late Chilean existentialist. Honestly, at seventy-two, should she be taking on such a
project? Not that Aailiya fears dying. Women in her family live long; her mother is
still going crazy. But on this lonely day, hour-by-hour, Aaliya’s musings on
literature, philosophy, her career, and her aging body, are suddenly invaded by
memories of her volatile past. As she tries in vain to ward off these emotional
upwellings, Aaliya is faced with an unthinkable disaster that threatens to shatter
the little life she has left. In this “meditation on, among other things, aging,
politics, literature, loneliness, grief and resilience” (The New York Times),
Alameddine conjures “a beguiling narrator . . . who is, like her city, hard to read,
hard to take, hard to know and, ultimately, passionately complex” (San Francisco
Chronicle). A finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award and the National
Book Award, An Unnecessary Woman is “a fun, and often funny . . . grave, powerful
. . . [and] extraordinary” Washington Independent Review of Books) ode to
literature and its power to define who we are. “Read it once, read it twice, read
other books for a decade or so, and then pick it up and read it anew. This one’s a
keeper” (The Independent)

Margaret the First
A striking debut novel details the impact of AIDS and the Lebanese civil war in
Beirut on a circle of friends and family through a series of clips, quips,
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hallucinations, short plays, and conversations with both the living and the dead.
Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

Without a Name and Under the Tongue
From award-winning journalist and filmmaker Stefania Rousselle, a stunning
collection of photographs and essays that seek to understand the universality of
love Journalist and filmmaker Stefania Rousselle found herself overwhelmed and
dejected with the horrors of the news after covering terrorist attacks, human
trafficking, and the rise of extremism. To renew her faith in humanity, she took off
on a solo road trip across France, determined to see if love still exists. Traveling
from village to village, farming towns to industrial cities, heart to heart, Rousselle
sought out ordinary women and men, all to ask them one question, What is love?
Collecting more than 90 personal testimonies, each one moving and beautiful in its
own way, alongside over 100 intimate photographs, Rousselle reveals the many
facets of love, and discovers that love can still be found even in the darkest of
places. From a baker in Normandy to a shepherd in the Pyrenees, from a tree
trimmer in Martinique to a mail woman in the Alps, Amour is a visual testament to
love in all its many forms.

Bulletproof Vest
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A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Boston Globe Best Fiction Book of 2011
The great panoramic social novel that Los Angeles deserves—a twenty-first
century, West Coast Bonfire of the Vanities by the only writer qualified to capture
the city in all its glory and complexity With The Barbarian Nurseries, Héctor Tobar
gives our most misunderstood metropolis its great contemporary novel, taking us
beyond the glimmer of Hollywood and deeper than camera-ready crime stories to
reveal Southern California life as it really is, across its vast, sunshiny sprawl of
classes, languages, dreams, and ambitions. Araceli is the live-in maid in the TorresThompson household—one of three Mexican employees in a Spanish-style house
with lovely views of the Pacific. She has been responsible strictly for the cooking
and cleaning, but the recession has hit, and suddenly Araceli is the last Mexican
standing—unless you count Scott Torres, though you'd never suspect he was half
Mexican but for his last name and an old family photo with central L.A. in the
background. The financial pressure is causing the kind of fights that even Araceli
knows the children shouldn't hear, and then one morning, after a particularly
dramatic fight, Araceli wakes to an empty house—except for the two TorresThompson boys, little aliens she's never had to interact with before. Their parents
are unreachable, and the only family member she knows of is Señor Torres, the
subject of that old family photo. So she does the only thing she can think of and
heads to the bus stop to seek out their grandfather. It will be an adventure, she
tells the boys. If she only knew . . . With a precise eye for the telling detail and an
unerring way with character, soaring brilliantly and seamlessly among a panorama
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of viewpoints, Tobar calls on all of his experience—as a novelist, a father, a
journalist, a son of Guatemalan immigrants, and a native Angeleno—to deliver a
novel as broad, as essential, as alive as the city itself.

Remember Me To Lebanon
Aaliya Saleh lives alone in her Beirut apartment, surrounded by stockpiles of
books. Godless, fatherless, childless, and divorced, Aaliya is her family’s
'unnecessary appendage'. Every year, she translates a new favourite book into
Arabic, then stows it away. The thirty-seven books that Aaliya has translated over
her lifetime have never been read - by anyone. This breathtaking portrait of a
reclusive woman follows Aaliya’s digressive mind as it ricochets across visions of
past and present Beirut. Colourful musings on literature, philosophy, and art are
invaded by memories of the Lebanese Civil War and Aaliya’s own volatile past. As
she tries to overcome her ageing body and spontaneous emotional upwellings,
Aaliya is faced with an unthinkable disaster that threatens to shatter the little life
she has left. A love letter to literature and its power to define who we are, the
prodigiously gifted Rabih Alameddine has given us a magnificent rendering of one
woman's life in the Middle East.

The Barbarian Nurseries
Page 26/32

Read Online An Unnecessary Woman Rabih Alameddine
An obsessive introvert in Beirut, eschewed by her family and neighbors for her
divorced status and lack of religious reverence, quietly translates favorite books
into Arabic while struggling with her aging body until an unthinkable disaster
threatens what little life remains to her. By the best-selling author of The Hakawati.
20,000 first printing.

An Unnecessary Woman
A “strikingly smart” novel dramatizing the life of a highly unconventional duchess
in seventeenth-century England (Jenny Offill, author of Dept. of Speculation).
Chosen as a Lit Hub Best Book of 2016, an Entropy Best Book of 2016, and one of
Electric Literature’s Best Novels of 2016 Margaret the First is based on the life of
Margaret Cavendish, the shy, gifted, and wildly unconventional seventeenthcentury duchess. The eccentric Margaret wrote and published volumes of poems,
philosophy, feminist plays, and utopian science fiction at a time when being a
writer was not an option open to women. As one of the queen’s attendants and the
daughter of prominent Royalists, she was exiled to France when King Charles I was
overthrown. As the English Civil War raged on, Margaret met and married William
Cavendish, who encouraged her writing and her desire for a career. After the war,
her work earned her both fame and infamy in England: at the dawn of daily
newspapers, she was “Mad Madge,” an original tabloid celebrity. Yet Margaret was
also the first woman to be invited to the Royal Society of London—a mainstay of
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the Scientific Revolution—and the last for another two hundred years. This is a
gorgeous and wholly new approach to imagining the life of a historical woman.
“The duchess herself would be delighted at her resurrection in Margaret the Firs . .
. Dutton expertly captures the pathos of a woman whose happiness is furrowed
with the anxiety of underacknowledgment.” —TheNew York Times Book Review

Norwegian by Night
In this "wonderfully rich" (San Francisco Chronicle) novel from the author of the
internationally bestselling The Oracle of Stamboul, a young man journeys from
California to Cairo to unravel centuries-old family secrets. "This book is a
joy."--Rabih Alameddine, author of the National Book Award finalist An
Unnecessary Woman WINNER OF: THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION'S SOPHIE
BRODY AWARD * THE NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD IN FICTION * THE SAMI
ROHR PRIZE FOR JEWISH LITERATURE * Named One of the Ten Best Books of the
Year by the BBC * Longlisted for the Northern California Independent Booksellers
Association Fiction Prize * A Penguin Random House International One World, One
Book Selection * Honorable Mention for the Middle East Book Award Joseph, a
literature student at Berkeley, is the son of a Jewish mother and a Muslim father.
One day, a mysterious package arrives on his doorstep, pulling him into a
mesmerizing adventure to uncover the centuries-old history that binds the two
sides of his family. From the storied Ibn Ezra Synagogue in Old Cairo, where
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generations of his family served as watchmen, to the lives of British twin sisters
Agnes and Margaret, who in 1897 leave Cambridge on a mission to rescue sacred
texts that have begun to disappear from the synagogue, this tightly woven
multigenerational tale illuminates the tensions that have torn communities apart
and the unlikely forces that attempt to bridge that divide. Moving and richly
textured, The Last Watchman of Old Cairo is a poignant portrait of the intricate
relationship between fathers and sons, and an unforgettable testament to the
stories we inherit and the places we are from. Praise for The Last Watchman of Old
Cairo "A beautiful, richly textured novel, ambitious and delicately crafted, The Last
Watchman of Old Cairo is both a coming-of-age story and a family history, a wideranging book about fathers and sons, religion, magic, love, and the essence of
storytelling. This book is a joy."--Rabih Alameddine, author of the National Book
Award finalist An Unnecessary Woman "Lyrical, compassionate and
illuminating."--BBC "Michael David Lukas has given us an elegiac novel of
Cairo--Old Cairo and modern Cairo. Lukas's greatest flair is in capturing the
essence of that beautiful, haunted, shabby, beleaguered yet still utterly sublime
Middle Eastern city."--Lucette Lagnado, author of The Man in the White Sharkskin
Suit and The Arrogant Years "Brilliant."--The Jerusalem Post

Elsewhere Home
Evelyn C. Shakir paints tales that are rich in history and background. She sets her
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stories in different eras, from the 1960s to the present, peopled with Lebanese
women of different ages, sometimes writing letters, often reminiscing, looking back
as far as the turn of the century. In different ways, these first and secondgeneration women struggle with feminist issues overshadowed by the demands of
dual cultures. In Young Ali a teenager tries to listen to her beloved father’s timehonored tales of males in friendship and marriage. Aggie of House Calls is a
deceased matriarch who returns to haunt her family with reminders of the customs
she fought to uphold while alive. Shakir’s other heroines include a thrice-divorced
thirty-year-old woman quibbling with a modern matchmaker, an elderly nonLebanese woman who spies on Muslim neighbors in the wake of 9/11, and a
traditional wife and mother who thinks she has found a route out of Old World
womanly duties. Many of the authors’s women grapple with reclaiming or
abandoning ancestral demands, and finessing age-old male-female relationships.
In Oh, Lebanon a war-haunted Lebanese-born woman willfully departs from the
mores of her upbringing, with surprising results. With agile humor and emotional
truth, Shakir offers multiple perspectives on Lebanese women trying to change
roles in a new landscape without surrendering cultural identity.

The Cosmopolitans
Pillars of Salt is the story of two women confined in a mental hospital in Jordan
during and after the British Mandate. After initial tensions they become friends and
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share their life stories.
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