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Earth-Shattering
In 1914 the Ottoman Empire was depleted of men and resources after years of war against Balkan nationalist and Italian
forces. But in the aftermath of the assassination in Sarajevo, the powers of Europe were sliding inexorably toward war, and
not even the Middle East could escape the vast and enduring consequences of one of the most destructive conflicts in
human history. The Great War spelled the end of the Ottomans, unleashing powerful forces that would forever change the
face of the Middle East. In The Fall of the Ottomans, award-winning historian Eugene Rogan brings the First World War and
its immediate aftermath in the Middle East to vivid life, uncovering the often ignored story of the region's crucial role in the
conflict. Bolstered by German money, arms, and military advisors, the Ottomans took on the Russian, British, and French
forces, and tried to provoke Jihad against the Allies in their Muslim colonies. Unlike the static killing fields of the Western
Front, the war in the Middle East was fast-moving and unpredictable, with the Turks inflicting decisive defeats on the
Entente in Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, and Gaza before the tide of battle turned in the Allies' favor. The great cities of Baghdad,
Jerusalem, and, finally, Damascus fell to invading armies before the Ottomans agreed to an armistice in 1918. The postwar
settlement led to the partition of Ottoman lands between the victorious powers, and laid the groundwork for the ongoing
conflicts that continue to plague the modern Arab world. A sweeping narrative of battles and political intrigue from Gallipoli
to Arabia, The Fall of the Ottomans is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the Great War and the making of
the modern Middle East.

Goodbye to All that
When war broke out in Europe in 1914, it surprised a European population enjoying the most beautiful summer in memory.
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For nearly a century since, historians have debated the causes of the war. Some have cited the assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand; others have concluded it was unavoidable. In Europe’s Last Summer, David Fromkin provides a different
answer: hostilities were commenced deliberately. In a riveting re-creation of the run-up to war, Fromkin shows how German
generals, seeing war as inevitable, manipulated events to precipitate a conflict waged on their own terms. Moving deftly
between diplomats, generals, and rulers across Europe, he makes the complex diplomatic negotiations accessible and
immediate. Examining the actions of individuals amid larger historical forces, this is a gripping historical narrative and a
dramatic reassessment of a key moment in the twentieth-century.

The First World War
By the time the First World War ended in 1918, eight million people had died in what had been perhaps the most
apocalyptic episode the world had known. This Very Short Introduction provides a concise and insightful history of the
'Great War', focusing on why it happened, how it was fought, and why it had the consequences it did. It examines the state
of Europe in 1914 and the outbreak of war; the onset of attrition and crisis; the role of the US; the collapse of Russia; and
the weakening and eventual surrender of the Central Powers. Looking at the historical controversies surrounding the causes
and conduct of war, Michael Howard also describes how peace was ultimately made, and the potent legacy of resentment
left to Germany. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

The Outbreak of the First World War
Given the destruction and suffering caused by more than four years of industrialised warfare and economic hardship,
scholars have tended to focus on the nationalism and hatred in the belligerent countries, holding that it led to a
fundamental rupture of any sense of European commonality and unity. It is the central aim of this volume to correct this
view and to highlight that many observers saw the conflict as a ‘European civil war’, and to discuss what this meant for
discourses about Europe. Bringing together a remarkable range of compelling and highly original topics, this collection
explores notions, images, and ideas of Europe in the midst of catastrophe.

1917
At seven o'clock in the morning on February 21, 1916, the ground in northern France began to shake. For the next ten
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hours, twelve hundred German guns showered shells on a salient in French lines. The massive weight of explosives
collapsed dugouts, obliterated trenches, severed communication wires, and drove men mad. As the barrage lifted, German
troops moved forward, darting from shell crater to shell crater. The battle of Verdun had begun. In Verdun, historian Paul
Jankowski provides the definitive account of the iconic battle of World War I. A leading expert on the French past, Jankowski
combines the best of traditional military history-its emphasis on leaders, plans, technology, and the contingency of combatwith the newer social and cultural approach, stressing the soldier's experience, the institutional structures of the military,
and the impact of war on national memory. Unusually, this book draws on deep research in French and German archives;
this mastery of sources in both languages gives Verdun unprecedented authority and scope. In many ways, Jankowski
writes, the battle represents a conundrum. It has an almost unique status among the battles of the Great War; and yet, he
argues, it was not decisive, sparked no political changes, and was not even the bloodiest episode of the conflict. It is said
that Verdun made France, he writes; but the question should be, What did France make of Verdun? Over time, it proved to
be the last great victory of French arms, standing on their own. And, for France and Germany, the battle would symbolize
the terror of industrialized warfare, "a technocratic Moloch devouring its children," where no advance or retreat was
possible, yet national resources poured in ceaselessly, perpetuating slaughter indefinitely.

World War II at Sea
The untold story of how the First World War shaped the lives, faith, and writings of J. R. R. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis--now in
paperback. The First World War laid waste to a continent and permanently altered the political and religious landscape of
the West. For a generation of men and women, it brought the end of innocence--and the end of faith. Yet for J. R. R. Tolkien
and C. S. Lewis, the Great War deepened their spiritual quest. Both men served as soldiers on the Western Front, survived
the trenches, and used the experience of that conflict to ignite their Christian imagination. Had there been no Great War,
there would have been noHobbit, no Lord of the Rings, no Narnia, and perhaps no conversion to Christianity by C. S. Lewis.
Unlike a generation of young writers who lost faith in the God of the Bible, Tolkien and Lewis produced epic stories infused
with the themes of guilt and grace, sorrow and consolation. Giving an unabashedly Christian vision of hope in a world
tortured by doubt and disillusionment, the two writers created works that changed the course of literature and shaped the
faith of millions. This is the first book to explore their work in light of the spiritual crisis sparked by the conflict.

An Improbable War?
A narrative of the First World War examines the brutal conflict that transformed the face of Europe, paved the way for the
Soviet Union and Hitler, and had long lasting repercussions.
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We Have Never Been Modern
fers a groundbreaking account of World War I from the other side of the continent, brilliantly covering the major military
events and the day-to-day life which resulted in the destruction of one empire, and the moral collapse of another

With Our Backs to the Wall
One hundred years later, the First World War has returned to public consciousness, often through republished photographs
of its horrors: the muddy trenches, the devastated battlefields, the maimed survivors. Because the most popular cameras of
the time were the Vest Pocket Kodak and other crude film cameras, the look” of that Great War is grainy, blurred, and
monochrome. This book presents a startlingly different First World War, one seen through rare glass plate photographs
made by the war's most gifted cameramen, selected and digitally restored by Magnum photographer Carl De Keyzer.
Scanned from the original plates, with scratches and other flaws painstakingly removed, these oversized reproductions
reveal the war in uncanny and previously unseen clarity. Also startling are the unfamiliar scenes selected by De Keyzer and
elucidated by historian David Van Reybrouck: staged scenes of men in training (and of children imitating them), dramatic
industrial photographs, landscapes of astonishing destruction, pictures of African colonial troops on the Western front, and
postmortem portraits of thirteen Belgian soldiers killed in battle on the second day of the war. A quarter of the photographs
in this book are in color, made with the autochrome process. The book includes a preface by Geoff Dyer, who refers to the
extraordinary power and surprise of this hoard of photographs” and discusses the disconcerting temporal effects of seeing
such unusual pictures of a historical event we strongly associate with entirely different imagery.

World War I
With the rise of science, we moderns believe, the world changed irrevocably, separating us forever from our primitive,
premodern ancestors. But if we were to let go of this fond conviction, Bruno Latour asks, what would the world look like? His
book, an anthropology of science, shows us how much of modernity is actually a matter of faith. What does it mean to be
modern? What difference does the scientific method make? The difference, Latour explains, is in our careful distinctions
between nature and society, between human and thing, distinctions that our benighted ancestors, in their world of alchemy,
astrology, and phrenology, never made. But alongside this purifying practice that defines modernity, there exists another
seemingly contrary one: the construction of systems that mix politics, science, technology, and nature. The ozone debate is
such a hybrid, in Latour’s analysis, as are global warming, deforestation, even the idea of black holes. As these hybrids
proliferate, the prospect of keeping nature and culture in their separate mental chambers becomes overwhelming—and
rather than try, Latour suggests, we should rethink our distinctions, rethink the definition and constitution of modernity
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itself. His book offers a new explanation of science that finally recognizes the connections between nature and culture—and
so, between our culture and others, past and present. Nothing short of a reworking of our mental landscape. We Have
Never Been Modern blurs the boundaries among science, the humanities, and the social sciences to enhance understanding
on all sides. A summation of the work of one of the most influential and provocative interpreters of science, it aims at
saving what is good and valuable in modernity and replacing the rest with a broader, fairer, and finer sense of possibility.

Human Smoke
Ten million soldiers died during the First World War. But why, and for what reason? The Great War is widely seen as a
“pointless carnage” (Pope Benedict XV). Was there a point, at least in the eyes of the political and military decision makers?
International specialists analyse the hopes and expectations of the political and military leaders and try to explain why the
contemporaries thought that they had to fight the Great War.

The Fall of the Ottomans
In a monumental history of WWI, Germany’s leading historian of the first great 20th-century catastrophe explains the war’s
origins and course, revealing how profoundly it shaped the world to come. Jörn Leonhard treats the clash of arms with a
sure feel for grand strategy, the tactics of arms and attrition, and the grim fate of frontline soldiers.

Europe's Last Summer
David Herrmann's work is the most complete study to date of how land-based military power influenced international affairs
during the series of diplomatic crises that led up to the First World War. Instead of emphasizing the naval arms race, which
has been extensively studied before, Herrmann draws on documentary research in military and state archives in Germany,
France, Austria, England, and Italy to show the previously unexplored effects of changes in the strength of the European
armies during this period. Herrmann's work provides not only a contribution to debates about the causes of the war but also
an account of how the European armies adopted the new weaponry of the twentieth century in the decade before 1914,
including quick-firing artillery, machine guns, motor transport, and aircraft. In a narrative account that runs from the
beginning of a series of international crises in 1904 until the outbreak of the war, Herrmann points to changes in the
balance of military power to explain why the war began in 1914, instead of at some other time. Russia was incapable of
waging a European war in the aftermath of its defeat at the hands of Japan in 1904-5, but in 1912, when Russia appeared to
be regaining its capacity to fight, an unprecedented land-armaments race began. Consequently, when the July crisis of 1914
developed, the atmosphere of military competition made war a far more likely outcome than it would have been a decade
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earlier.

Midnight in Broad Daylight
The Great and Holy War offers the first look at how religion created and prolonged the First World War. At the onehundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the war, historian Philip Jenkins reveals the powerful religious dimensions of this
modern-day crusade, a period that marked a traumatic crisis for Western civilization, with effects that echoed throughout
the rest of the twentieth century. The war was fought by the world's leading Christian nations, who presented the conflict as
a holy war. Thanks to the emergence of modern media, a steady stream of patriotic and militaristic rhetoric was given to an
unprecedented audience, using language that spoke of holy war and crusade, of apocalypse and Armageddon. But this
rhetoric was not mere state propaganda. Jenkins reveals how the widespread belief in angels and apparitions, visions and
the supernatural was a driving force throughout the war and shaped all three of the major religions—Christianity, Judaism
and Islam—paving the way for modern views of religion and violence. The disappointed hopes and moral compromises that
followed the war also shaped the political climate of the rest of the century, giving rise to such phenomena as Nazism,
totalitarianism, and communism. Connecting numerous remarkable incidents and characters—from Karl Barth to Carl Jung,
the Christmas Truce to the Armenian Genocide—Jenkins creates a powerful and persuasive narrative that brings together
global politics, history, and spiritual crisis as never before and shows how religion informed and motivated circumstances on
all sides of the war.

Ring of Steel
A second edition of this book is now available. In a compact but comprehensive and clear narrative, this book explores the
First World War from a genuinely global perspective. Putting a human face on the war, William Kelleher Storey brings to life
individual decisions and experiences as well as environmental and technological factors such as food, geography,
manpower, and weapons. Without neglecting traditional themes, the author's deft interweaving of the role of environment
and technology enriches our understanding of the social, political, and military history of the war, not only in Europe, but
throughout the world.

Writing against War
The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War
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A study of the decades leading up to World War II profiles the world leaders, politicians, business people, and others whose
personal politics and ideologies provided an inevitable barrier to the peace process and whose actions led to the outbreak
of war.

Pandora’s Box
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning and bestselling author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb, “The most extraordinary book
about the Spanish Civil War ever encountered” (The Washington Post). The Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) inspired and
haunted an extraordinary number of exceptional artists and writers, including Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, Martha Gellhorn,
Ernest Hemingway, George Orwell, and John Dos Passos. The idealism of the cause—defending democracy from fascism at
a time when Europe was darkening toward another world war—and the brutality of the conflict inspired some of their best
work: Guernica, For Whom the Bell Tolls, Homage to Catalonia, The Spanish Earth. The war spurred breakthroughs in
military and medical technology as well. New aircraft, new weapons, new tactics and strategy all emerged during this time.
Progress arose from the horror: the doctors and nurses who volunteered to serve with the Spanish defenders devised major
advances in battlefield surgery and frontline blood transfusion. In those ways, and in many others, the Spanish Civil War
served as a test bed for World War II, and for the entire twentieth century. From the life of John James Audubon to the
invention of the atomic bomb, readers have long relied on Richard Rhodes to explain, distill, and dramatize crucial moments
in history. Now, he takes us into battlefields and bomb shelters, into the studios of artists, into the crowded wards of war
hospitals, and into the hearts and minds of a rich cast of characters to show how the ideological, aesthetic, and
technological developments that emerged in Spain and changed the world forever. “Hell and Good Company is vivid and
emotive…thrilling reading” (The Wall Street Journal).

To End All Wars
World War I stands as one of history’s most senseless spasms of carnage, defying rational explanation. In a riveting,
suspenseful narrative with haunting echoes for our own time, Adam Hochschild brings it to life as never before. He focuses
on the long-ignored moral drama of the war’s critics, alongside its generals and heroes. Thrown in jail for their opposition to
the war were Britain’s leading investigative journalist, a future winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, and an editor who,
behind bars, published a newspaper for his fellow inmates on toilet paper. These critics were sometimes intimately
connected to their enemy hawks: one of Britain’s most prominent women pacifist campaigners had a brother who was
commander in chief on the Western Front. Two well-known sisters split so bitterly over the war that they ended up
publishing newspapers that attacked each other. Today, hundreds of military cemeteries spread across the fields of
northern France and Belgium contain the bodies of millions of men who died in the “war to end all wars.” Can we ever avoid
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repeating history?

The Purpose of the First World War
The centenary of the outbreak of the First World War may be commemorated by some as a great moment of national
history. But the standard history of Britain’s choice for war is far from the truth. Using a wide range of sources, including the
personal papers of many of the key figures, some for the first time, historian Douglas Newton presents a new, dramatic
narrative. He interleaves the story of those pressing for a choice for war with the story of those resisting Britain’s descent
into calamity. He shows how the decision to go to war was rushed, in the face of vehement opposition, in the Cabinet and
Parliament, in the Liberal and Labour press, and in the streets. There was no democratic decision for war. The history of this
opposition has been largely erased from the record, yet it was crucial to what actually happened in August 1914. Two days
before the declaration of war four members of the Cabinet resigned in protest at the war party’s manipulation of the crisis.
The government almost disintegrated. Meanwhile large crowds gathered in Trafalgar Square to hear the case for neutrality
and peace. Yet this cry was ignored by the government. Meanwhile, elements of the press, the Foreign Office, and the Tory
Opposition sought to browbeat the government into a quick decision. Belgium had little to do with it. The key decision to
enter the war was made before Belgium was invaded. Those bellowing for hostilities were eager for Britain to enter any war
in solidarity with Russia and France – for the future safety of the British Empire. In particular Newton shows how Prime
Minister H. H. Asquith, Foreign Minister Sir Edward Grey, and First Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill colluded to preempt the decisions of Cabinet, to manipulate the parliament, and to hurry the nation toward intervention by any means
necessary. From the Hardcover edition.

Hell and Good Company
The assassination of the archduke of Austria-Hungary in 1914 triggered more than a monstrous war; it set off a revolution
so violent that it reshaped the thoughts and affairs of mankind, perhaps for all time. Marshall's book is a clear one-volume
history of the war to end all wars.

The Great and Holy War
Meticulously researched and beautifully written, the true story of a Japanese American family that found itself on opposite
sides during World War II—an epic tale of family, separation, divided loyalties, love, reconciliation, loss, and
redemption—this is a riveting chronicle of U.S.–Japan relations and the Japanese experience in America. After their father’s
death, Harry, Frank, and Pierce Fukuhara—all born and raised in the Pacific Northwest—moved to Hiroshima, their mother’s
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ancestral home. Eager to go back to America, Harry returned in the late 1930s. Then came Pearl Harbor. Harry was sent to
an internment camp until a call came for Japanese translators and he dutifully volunteered to serve his country. Back in
Hiroshima, his brothers Frank and Pierce became soldiers in the Japanese Imperial Army. As the war raged on, Harry, one of
the finest bilingual interpreters in the United States Army, island-hopped across the Pacific, moving ever closer to the
enemy—and to his younger brothers. But before the Fukuharas would have to face each other in battle, the U.S. detonated
the atomic bomb over Hiroshima, gravely injuring tens of thousands of civilians, including members of their family.
Alternating between the American and Japanese perspectives, Midnight in Broad Daylight captures the uncertainty and
intensity of those charged with the fighting as well as the deteriorating home front of Hiroshima—as never told before in
English—and provides a fresh look at the dropping of the first atomic bomb. Intimate and evocative, it is an indelible
portrait of a resilient family, a scathing examination of racism and xenophobia, an homage to the tremendous Japanese
American contribution to the American war effort, and an invaluable addition to the historical record of this extraordinary
time.

The Commanding Heights
Author of Lincoln and His Admirals (winner of the Lincoln Prize), The Battle of Midway (Best Book of the Year, Military History
Quarterly), and Operation Neptune, (winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award for Naval Literature), Craig L. Symonds has
established himself as one of the finest naval historians at work today. World War II at Sea represents his crowning
achievement: a complete narrative of the naval war and all of its belligerents, on all of the world's oceans and seas,
between 1939 and 1945. Opening with the 1930 London Conference, Symonds shows how any limitations on naval warfare
would become irrelevant before the decade was up, as Europe erupted into conflict once more and its navies were brought
to bear against each other. World War II at Sea offers a global perspective, focusing on the major engagements and
personalities and revealing both their scale and their interconnection: the U-boat attack on Scapa Flow and the Battle of the
Atlantic; the "miracle" evacuation from Dunkirk and the pitched battles for control of Norway fjords; Mussolini's Regia
Marina-at the start of the war the fourth-largest navy in the world-and the dominance of the Kidö Butai and Japanese naval
power in the Pacific; Pearl Harbor then Midway; the struggles of the Russian Navy and the scuttling of the French Fleet in
Toulon in 1942; the landings in North Africa and then Normandy. Here as well are the notable naval leaders-FDR and
Churchill, both self-proclaimed "Navy men," Karl Dönitz, François Darlan, Ernest King, Isoroku Yamamoto, Erich Raeder,
Inigo Campioni, Louis Mountbatten, William Halsey, as well as the hundreds of thousands of seamen and officers of all
nationalities whose live were imperiled and lost during the greatest naval conflicts in history, from small-scale assaults and
amphibious operations to the largest armadas ever assembled. Many have argued that World War II was dominated by
naval operations; few have shown and how and why this was the case. Symonds combines precision with story-telling
verve, expertly illuminating not only the mechanics of large-scale warfare on (and below) the sea but offering wisdom into
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the nature of the war itself.

Verdun
Discusses and examines the possible causes of World War I.

Cataclysm
Professor Strachan brings his trademark clarity of thought and lucid expository style to bear on the long-contested ground
of the causes of the First World War.

The First World War
Why did World War I end with a whimper—an arrangement between two weary opponents to suspend hostilities? Why did
the Allies reject the option of advancing into Germany and taking Berlin? Most histories of the Great War focus on the
avoidability of its beginning. This book focuses on Germany’s inconclusive defeat and its ominous ramifications.

Cataclysm 1914
We are accustomed to think of the late Republic as a period in which Rome enjoyed almost uninterrupted military success
against foreign enemies. Yet at the start of the first century BC, Rome, outnumbered and out-generalled, faced a hostile
army less than a week's march from the Capitol. It is probable that only a swift surrender prevented the city from being
attacked and sacked. Before that point, three Roman consuls had died in battle, and two Roman armies had been soundly
defeated—not in some foreign field, but in the heartland of Italy. So who were this enemy who so comprehensively knocked
Rome to its knees? What army could successfully challenge the legions which had been undefeated from Spain to the
Euphrates? And why is that success almost unknown today?These questions are answered in this book, a military and
political history of the Social War of 90-88BC. This tells the story of the revolt of Rome's Italian allies (socii in Latin—hence
the name of the war). Because these Italian allies had the arms, training and military systems of the Roman army which
they usually fought alongside, all Rome's usual military advantages were nullified. This brought the war down to a clash of
generals, with the Roman rivals Gaius Marius and Cornelius Sulla spending almost as much time in political intrigue as
combat with the enemy. The Italian leaders had to manage an equally fractious coalition of peoples. Some tribes sought
negotiation with Rome, and others would settle for nothing less than the total extermination of the city and its people.The
interplay of personalities (the young Cicero, Cato, and Pompey were also protagonists); high-stakes politics and full-scale
Page 10/17

Online Library Cataclysm The First World War As Political Tragedy David Stevenson
warfare combine with assassination; personal sacrifice and desperate measures (such as raising an army of freed slaves) to
make for a taut, fast-paced tale.

The Jews of Vienna and the First World War
Examines the historical and cultural events preceding, during, and following the First World War.

Visions and Ideas of Europe during the First World War
1917 was a year of calamitous events, and one of pivotal importance in the development of the First World War. In 1917:
War, Peace, and Revolution, leading historian of World War One, David Stevenson, examines this crucial year in context and
illuminates the century that followed. He shows howin this one year the war was transformed, but also what drove the
conflict onwards and how it continued to escalate.Two developments in particular - the Russian Revolution and American
intervention - had worldwide repercussions. Offering a close examination of the key decisions, David Stevenson considers
Germany's campaign of "unrestricted" submarine warfare, America's declaration of war in response, andBritain's frustration
of German strategy by adopting the convoy system, as well as why (paradoxically) the military and political stalemate in
Europe persisted. Focusing on the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, on the disastrous spring offensive that plunged the French
army into mutiny, on the summer attacks that undermined the moderate Provisional Government in Russia and exposed
Italy to national humiliation at Caporetto, and on the British decision for theill-fated Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele),
1917 offers a truly international understanding of events. The failed attempts to end the war by negotiation further clarify
the underlying forces that kept it going. David Stevenson also analyses the global consequences of the year's
developments, showing how countries such as Brazil and China joined the belligerents, Britain offered "responsible
government" to India, and the Allies promised a Jewish national home in Palestine. Blending political and militaryhistory,
and moving from capital to capital and between the cabinet chamber and the battle front, the book highlights the often
tumultuous debates through which leaders entered and escalated the war, and the paradox that continued fighting could be
justified as the shortest road towards regainingpeace.

Cataclysm
The First World War has been described as the "primordial catastrophe of the twentieth century." Arguably, Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism and Soviet Leninism and Stalinism would not have emerged without the cultural and political
shock of World War I. The question why this catastrophe happened therefore preoccupies historians to this day. The focus of
this volume is not on the consequences, but rather on the connection between the Great War and the long 19th century,
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the short- and long-term causes of World War I. This approach results in the questioning of many received ideas about the
war's causes, especially the notion of "inevitability."

The First World War
The most powerful force in the world economy today is the redefinition of the relationship between state and marketplace a process that goes by the name of privatization though this term is inadequate to express its far-reaching changes. We are
moving from an era in which governments sought to seize and control the 'commanding heights' of the economy to an era
in which the idea of free markets is capturing the commanding heights of world economic thinking. Basic views of how
society ought to be organized are undergoing rapid change, trillions of dollars are changing hands and so is fundamental
political power. Great new wealth is being created - as are huge opportunities and huge risks. Taking a worldwide
perspective, including Britain, where the process began with Mrs Thatcher, Europe and the former USSR, China, Latin
America and the US, THE COMMANDING HEIGHTS shows how a revolution in ideas is transforming the world economy - why
it is happening, how it can go wrong and what it will mean for the global economy going into the twenty-first century.

Cataclysm 90 BC
Comprehensive overview of the war on the Eastern Front from the commencement of Operation Barbarossa in 1941 to the
last battle in Berlin in 1945.

The Darkest Days
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the relative peace
and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as mechanized warfare and mass
death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--modernism in the arts, new approaches to
psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism
and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since the Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our
most eminent military historians, fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the definitive account of the Great War for our
generation. Probing the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its achievement could have propelled itself into such a
ruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned heads (all of them related
to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts to defuse the crisis. He reveals how, by an astonishing
failure of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral dispute grew to engulf an entire continent. But the heart of Keegan's
superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict. With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the
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nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun, the Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds
new light on the strategies and tactics employed, particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No less
central to Keegan's account is the human aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who
oversaw the tragically unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned
warmakers such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those whose
individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab, undifferentially deprived of any
scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms tolerable." By the end of the war, three great
empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation extended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly informs the politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant,
panoramic account of this vast and terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history. With 24
pages of photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text

The First World War
David Stevenson's widely acclaimed history of World War I changes forever our understanding of that pivotal conflict.
Countering the commonplace assumption that politicians lost control of events, and that the war, once it began, quickly
became an unstoppable machine, Stevenson contends that politicians deliberately took risks that led to war in July 1914.
Far from being overwhelmed by the unprecedented scale and brutality of the bloodshed, political leaders on both sides
remained very much in control of events throughout. According to Stevenson, the disturbing reality is that the course of the
war was the result of conscious choices -- including the continued acceptance of astronomical casualties. In fluid prose,
Stevenson has written a definitive history of the man-made catastrophe that left lasting scars on the twentieth century.
Cataclysm is a truly international history, incorporating new research on previously undisclosed records from governments
in Europe and across the world. From the complex network of secret treaties and alliances that eventually drew all of
Europe into the war, through the bloodbaths of Gallipoli and the Somme, to the arrival of American forces, and the massive
political, economic, and cultural shifts the conflict left in its wake, Cataclysm is a major revision of World War I history.

A Hobbit, a Wardrobe, and a Great War
In Writing against War, Charles Andrews integrates literary analysis and peace studies to create innovative new ways to
view experimental British fiction in the interwar period. The cataclysm of the First World War gave rise to the British Peace
Movement, a spectrum of pacifist, internationalist, and antiwar organizations and individuals. Antiwar sentiments found
expression not only in editorials, criticism, and journalism but also in novels and other works of literature. Writing against
War examines the work of Aldous Huxley, Storm Jameson, Siegfried Sassoon, Rose Macaulay, and Virginia Woolf to analyze
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the effects of their attempts to employ fiction in the service of peace activism. It further traces how Huxley, Woolf, and
others sought to reconcile their antiwar beliefs with implacable military violence. The British Peace Movement's failure to
halt the rise of fascism and the Second World War continues to cast a shadow over contemporary pacifist movements.
Writing about War will fascinate scholars of peace studies and literature and offers valuable insights for current-day peace
activists and artists who seek to integrate creativity with activism.

The Last of the Doughboys
A heart-pumping exploration of the biggest explosions in history, from the Big Bang to mysterious activity on Earth and
everything in between The overwhelming majority of celestial space is inactive and will remain forever unruffled. Similarly,
more than 90 percent of the universe's 70 billion trillion suns had non-attention-getting births and are burning through their
nuclear fuel in steady, predictable fashion. But when cosmic violence does unfold, it changes the very fabric of the universe,
with mega-explosions and ripple effects that reach the near limits of human comprehension. From colliding galaxies to solar
storms, and gamma ray bursts to space-and-time-warping upheavals, these moments are rare yet powerful, often unseen
but consequentially felt. Likewise, here on Earth, existence as we know it is fragile, always vulnerable to hazards both
natural and manufactured. As we've learned from textbooks and witnessed in Hollywood blockbusters, existential threats
such as biological disasters, asteroid impacts, and climate upheavals have the all-too-real power to instantaneously
transform our routine-centered lives into total chaos, or much worse. While we might be helpless to stop these catastropheswhether they originate on our own planet or in the farthest reaches of space-the science behind such cataclysmic forces is
as fascinating as their results can be devastating. In Earth-Shattering, astronomy writer Bob Berman guides us through an
epic, all-inclusive investigation into these instances of violence both mammoth and microscopic. From the sudden creation
of dazzling "new stars" to the furiously explosive birth of our moon, from the uncomfortable truth about ultra-high-energy
cosmic rays bombarding us to the incredible ways in which humanity has harnessed cataclysmic energy for its gain,
Berman masterfully synthesizes some of our worst fears into an astonishing portrait of the universe that promises to
transform the way we look at the world(s) around us. In the spirit of Neil deGrasse Tyson and Carlo Rovelli, what emerges is
a rollicking, profound, and even humbling exploration of all the things that can go bump in the night.

The Economic Consequences of the Peace
Cataclysm 1914 brings together a number of prominent leftist scholars from a variety of fields to explore the many aspects
of the origins, trajectories and consequences of the First World War and its impact in the making of modern world politics.

The Origins of World War I
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“Before the Greatest Generation, there was the Forgotten Generation of World War I . . . wonderfully engaging” (Kirkus
Reviews, starred review). “Richard Rubin has done something that will never be possible for anyone to do again. His
interviews with the last American World War I veterans—who have all since died—bring to vivid life a cataclysm that
changed our world forever but that remains curiously forgotten here.” —Adam Hochschild, author of To End All Wars: A
Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914–1918 In 2003, eighty-five years after the end of World War I, Richard Rubin set out to
see if he could still find and talk to someone who had actually served in the American Expeditionary Forces during that
colossal conflict. Ultimately he found dozens, aged 101 to 113, from Cape Cod to Carson City, who shared with him at the
last possible moment their stories of America’s Great War. Nineteenth-century men and women living in the twenty-first
century, they were self-reliant, humble, and stoic, never complaining, but still marveling at the immensity of the war they
helped win, and the complexity of the world they helped create. Though America has largely forgotten their war, you will
never forget them, or their stories. A decade in the making, The Last of the Doughboys is the most sweeping look at
America’s First World War in a generation, a glorious reminder of the tremendously important role America played in the
“war to end all wars,” as well as a moving meditation on character, grace, aging, and memory. “An outstanding and
fascinating book. By tracking down the last surviving veterans of the First World War and interviewing them with sympathy
and skill, Richard Rubin has produced a first-rate work of reporting.” —Ian Frazier, author of Travels in Siberia “I cannot
remember a book about that huge and terrible war that I have enjoyed reading more in many years.” —Michael Korda, The
Daily Beast

The First World War
A World Undone
The First World War marked the final chapter in the history of Habsburg Viennese Jewry. In this book, the first study of
Viennese Jews in this period, David Rechter explores the community's crises of ideology and identity during the traumatic
war years. The book is also a study of modern Jewish politics. Viennese and Austrian Jewish political culture was a unique
amalgam, combining the nationalism and radicalism of eastern Europe with the liberalism of the west. During the war,
Zionism emerged the victor. The Jewish experience resembled that of other minorities in central and eastern Europe in this
period, where ideologies of nationalism and ethnic self-determination became the prevailing norm. Despite this political
transformation, Jewish world-views whether liberal, nationalist, or Orthodox survived the war remarkably intact. In analysing
how Viennese Jews made the difficult transition from the Habsburg empire to the Austrian Republic, David Rechter offers a
case study of Jewish politics and society in the crucible of war and brings to light an unexamined episode of modern Jewish
history.
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