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Research Methods for Political Science
This is the most comprehensive guide to the current
uses and importance of case study methods in social
research. The editors bring together key contributions
from the field which reflect different interpretations of
the purpose and capacity of case study research. The
address issues such as: the problem of generalizing
from study of a small number of cases; and the role of
case study in developing and testing theories. The
editors offer in-depth assessments of the main
arguments. An annotated bibliography of the
literature dealing with case study research makes this
an exhaustive and indispensable guide.

Writing in Political Science
This volume provides the first comprehensive
overview of how political scientists have used
experiments to transform their field of study.

Cambridge Handbook of Experimental
Political Science
In 2011, the international community watched as
citizens mobilized through the Internet and digital
media to topple three of the world's most entrenched
dictators: Ben Ali in Tunisia, Mubarak in Egypt, and
Qaddafi in Libya. This book examines not only the
unexpected evolution of events during the Arab
Spring, but the longer history of desperate-and
creative-digital activism through the Arab world.
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Identity, Competition and Electoral
Availability
Elegant ideas deserve elegant expression. Sword
dispels the myth that you can’t get published without
writing wordy, impersonal prose. For scholars
frustrated with disciplinary conventions or eager to
write for a larger audience, here are imaginative,
practical, witty pointers that show how to make
articles and books enjoyable to read—and to write.

Envisioning Information
Students and researchers all write under pressure,
and those pressures—most lamentably, the desire to
impress your audience rather than to communicate
with them—often lead to pretentious prose, academic
posturing, and, not infrequently, writer’s block.
Sociologist Howard S. Becker has written the classic
book on how to conquer these pressures and simply
write. First published nearly twenty years ago, Writing
for Social Scientists has become a lifesaver for writers
in all fields, from beginning students to published
authors. Becker’s message is clear: in order to learn
how to write, take a deep breath and then begin
writing. Revise. Repeat. It is not always an easy
process, as Becker wryly relates. Decades of
teaching, researching, and writing have given him
plenty of material, and Becker neatly exposes the
foibles of academia and its “publish or perish”
atmosphere. Wordiness, the passive voice, inserting a
“the way in which” when a simple “how” will do—all
these mechanisms are a part of the social structure of
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academic writing. By shrugging off such
impediments—or at the very least, putting them aside
for a few hours—we can reform our work habits and
start writing lucidly without worrying about grades,
peer approval, or the “literature.” In this new edition,
Becker takes account of major changes in the
computer tools available to writers today, and also
substantially expands his analysis of how academic
institutions create problems for them. As competition
in academia grows increasingly heated, Writing for
Social Scientists will provide solace to a new
generation of frazzled, would-be writers.

A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis
While heated arguments between practitioners of
qualitative and quantitative research have begun to
test the very integrity of the social sciences, Gary
King, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba have
produced a farsighted and timely book that promises
to sharpen and strengthen a wide range of research
performed in this field. These leading scholars, each
representing diverse academic traditions, have
developed a unified approach to valid descriptive and
causal inference in qualitative research, where
numerical measurement is either impossible or
undesirable. Their book demonstrates that the same
logic of inference underlies both good quantitative
and good qualitative research designs, and their
approach applies equally to each. Providing precepts
intended to stimulate and discipline thought, the
authors explore issues related to framing research
questions, measuring the accuracy of data and
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uncertainty of empirical inferences, discovering
causal effects, and generally improving qualitative
research. Among the specific topics they address are
interpretation and inference, comparative case
studies, constructing causal theories, dependent and
explanatory variables, the limits of random selection,
selection bias, and errors in measurement.
Mathematical notation is occasionally used to clarify
concepts, but no prior knowledge of mathematics or
statistics is assumed. The unified logic of inference
that this book explicates will be enormously useful to
qualitative researchers of all traditions and
substantive fields.

Political Liberalism
The question of whether Western party systems were
becoming more unstable and electorates more
volatile had already become central to the study of
modern European by the end of the 1970s. Much of
the literature at the time stressed how Western
Europe was experiencing a phase of party breakdown,
dealignment and decay, and how traditional mass
politics was in the process of transformation. In this
first book-length analysis of the subject, Stefano
Bartolini and Peter Mair convincingly demonstrated
how this emphasis on change had been largely
misconceived and misplaced. This was the first
systematic and conceptually sophisticated work to
bring together the study of electoral change and
cleavage persistence, and has since become one of
the landmark volumes in the study of electoral politics
in Europe. The authors examine patterns of electoral
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persistence and change in Western Europe between
1885 and 1985. They assess both what these patterns
indicate with regard to the persistence of traditional
cleavages, particularly the class cleavage, and how
these patterns vary according to political, institutional
and social factors. They analyse the various patterns
of competition which have characterised elections
across the different European countries and in
different historical periods, and how cleavages can
persist and re-emerge even in the face of widespread
social change. They develop a sophisticated model of
aggregate electoral change, in which national
electorates are conceived as being torn between the
stability brought about by cultural identities and
organisational structures and the stimuli for change
that are provoked by party competition and
institutional change. Identity, Competition and
Electoral Availability was awarded the Stein Rokkan
Prize for Comparative Social Science Research and is
now reprinted for the first time in paperback.

We Have Never Been Modern
This book continues and revises the ideas of justice as
fairness that John Rawls presented in A Theory of
Justice but changes its philosophical interpretation in
a fundamental way. That previous work assumed
what Rawls calls a "well-ordered society," one that is
stable and relatively homogenous in its basic moral
beliefs and in which there is broad agreement about
what constitutes the good life. Yet in modern
democratic society a plurality of incompatible and
irreconcilable doctrines—religious, philosophical, and
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moral—coexist within the framework of democratic
institutions. Recognizing this as a permanent
condition of democracy, Rawls asks how a stable and
just society of free and equal citizens can live in
concord when divided by reasonable but incompatible
doctrines? This edition includes the essay "The Idea of
Public Reason Revisited," which outlines Rawls' plans
to revise Political Liberalism, which were cut short by
his death. "An extraordinary well-reasoned
commentary on A Theory of Justicea decisive turn
towards political philosophy." —Times Literary
Supplement

Transparent and Reproducible Social
Science Research
This book provides a narrative of how R can be useful
in the analysis of public administration, public policy,
and political science data specifically, in addition to
the social sciences more broadly. It can serve as a
textbook and reference manual for students and
independent researchers who wish to use R for the
first time or broaden their skill set with the program.
While the book uses data drawn from political
science, public administration, and policy analyses, it
is written so that students and researchers in other
fields should find it accessible and useful as well. By
the end of the first seven chapters, an entry-level
user should be well acquainted with how to use R as a
traditional econometric software program. The
remaining four chapters will begin to introduce the
user to advanced techniques that R offers but many
other programs do not make available such as how to
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use contributed libraries or write programs in R. The
book details how to perform nearly every task
routinely associated with statistical modeling:
descriptive statistics, basic inferences, estimating
common models, and conducting regression
diagnostics. For the intermediate or advanced reader,
the book aims to open up the wide array of
sophisticated methods options that R makes freely
available. It illustrates how user-created libraries can
be installed and used in real data analysis, focusing
on a handful of libraries that have been particularly
prominent in political science. The last two chapters
illustrate how the user can conduct linear algebra in R
and create simple programs. A key point in these
chapters will be that such actions are substantially
easier in R than in many other programs, so advanced
techniques are more accessible in R, which will appeal
to scholars and policy researchers who already
conduct extensive data analysis. Additionally, the
book should draw the attention of students and
teachers of quantitative methods in the political
disciplines.

Political Analysis Using R
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Comprehensive,
enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.” —New York
Times Book Review “Cool and persuasive How
Democracies Die comes at exactly the right moment.”
—The Washington Post Donald Trump’s presidency
has raised a question that many of us never thought
we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard
professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have
Page 8/30

Get Free Political Science Research Paper
Examples
spent more than twenty years studying the
breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin
America, and they believe the answer is yes.
Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a
revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the
slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as
the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of
long-standing political norms. The good news is that
there are several exit ramps on the road to
authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing
Trump, we have already passed the first one. Drawing
on decades of research and a wide range of historical
and global examples, from 1930s Europe to
contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt
show how democracies die—and how ours can be
saved.

Political Science Research in Practice
Nothing rings truer to those teaching political science
research methods: students hate taking this course.
Tackle the challenge and turn the standard research
methods teaching model on its head with Political
Science Research in Practice. Akan Malici and
Elizabeth S. Smith engage students first with pressing
political questions and then demonstrate how a
researcher has gone about answering them, walking
them through real political science research that
contributors have conducted. Through the exemplary
use of a comparative case study, field research,
interviews, textual and interpretive research,
statistical research, survey research, public policy and
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program evaluation, content analysis, and field
experiments, each chapter introduces students to a
method of empirical inquiry through a specific topic
that will spark their interest and curiosity. Each
chapter shows the process of developing a research
question, how and why a particular method was used,
and the rewards and challenges discovered along the
way. Students can better appreciate why we need a
science of politics—why methods matter—with these
first-hand, issue-based discussions. The second
edition now includes: Two completely new chapters
on field experiments and a chapter on the
textual/interpretative method. New topics, ranging
from the Arab Spring to political torture to politically
sensitive research in China to social networking and
voter turnout. Revised and updated "Exercises and
Discussion Questions" sections. Revised and updated
"Interested to Know More" and "Recommended
Resources" sections.

Thinking Like a Political Scientist
This textbook introduces the scientific study of
politics, supplying students with the basic tools to be
critical consumers and producers of scholarly
research.

Military Spending
Gain the skills you need to conduct political analysis
and critically assess statistical research. In this Sixth
Edition of The Essentials of Political Science,
bestselling authors Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C.
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Edwards build your analytic abilities and develop your
statistical reasoning with new data, fresh exercises,
and accessible examples. This brief, accessible guide
walks you through the essentials—measuring
concepts, formulating and testing hypotheses,
describing variables—while using key terms, chapteropening objectives, over 80 tables and figures, and
practical exercises to get you using and applying your
new skills.

Self-Organizing Federalism
Recently, social science has had numerous episodes
of influential research that was found invalid when
placed under rigorous scrutiny. The growing sense
that many published results are potentially erroneous
has made those conducting social science research
more determined to ensure the underlying research is
sound. Transparent and Reproducible Social Science
Research is the first book to summarize and
synthesize new approaches to combat false positives
and non-reproducible findings in social science
research, document the underlying problems in
research practices, and teach a new generation of
students and scholars how to overcome them.
Understanding that social science research has real
consequences for individuals when used by
professionals in public policy, health, law
enforcement, and other fields, the book crystallizes
new insights, practices, and methods that help ensure
greater research transparency, openness, and
reproducibility. Readers are guided through wellknown problems and are encouraged to work through
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new solutions and practices to improve the openness
of their research. Created with both experienced and
novice researchers in mind, Transparent and
Reproducible Social Science Research serves as an
indispensable resource for the production of high
quality social science research.

Stylish Academic Writing
Students can easily misstep when they first begin to
do research. Leanne C. Powner’s new title Empirical
Research and Writing: A Student's Practical Guide
provides valuable advice and guidance on conducting
and writing about empirical research. Chapter by
chapter, students are guided through the key steps in
the research process. Written in a lively and engaging
manner and with a dose of humor, this practical text
shows students exactly how to choose a research
topic, conduct a literature review, make research
design decisions, collect and analyze data, and then
write up and present the results. The book's
approachable style and just-in-time information
delivery make it a text students will want to read, and
its wide-ranging and surprisingly sophisticated
coverage will make it an important resource for their
later coursework.

Guide to Methods for Students of
Political Science
Each year, tens of thousands of students who are
interested in politics go through a rite of passage:
they take a course in research methods. Many find
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the subject to be boring or confusing, and with good
reason. Most of the standard books on research
methods fail to highlight the most important concepts
and questions. Instead, they brim with dry technical
definitions and focus heavily on statistical analysis,
slighting other valuable methods. This approach not
only dulls potential enjoyment of the course, but
prevents students from mastering the skills they need
to engage more directly and meaningfully with a wide
variety of research. With wit and practical wisdom,
Christopher Howard draws on more than a decade of
experience teaching research methods to transform a
typically dreary subject and teach budding political
scientists the critical skills they need to read
published research more effectively and produce
better research of their own. The first part of the book
is devoted to asking three fundamental questions in
political science: What happened? Why? Who cares?
In the second section, Howard demonstrates how to
answer these questions by choosing an appropriate
research design, selecting cases, and working with
numbers and written documents as evidence.
Drawing on examples from American and
comparative politics, international relations, and
public policy, Thinking Like a Political Scientist
highlights the most common challenges that political
scientists routinely face, and each chapter concludes
with exercises so that students can practice dealing
with those challenges.

Politics
Even students capable of writing excellent essays still
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find their first major political science research paper
an intimidating experience. Crafting the right
research question, finding good sources, properly
summarizing them, operationalizing concepts and
designing good tests for their hypotheses, presenting
and analyzing quantitative as well as qualitative data
are all tough-going without a great deal of guidance
and encouragement. Writing a Research Paper in
Political Science breaks down the research paper into
its constituent parts and shows students what they
need to do at each stage to successfully complete
each component until the paper is finished. Practical
summaries, recipes for success, worksheets,
exercises, and a series of handy checklists make this
a must-have supplement for any writing-intensive
political science course. New to the Fourth Edition: A
non-causal research paper woven throughout the text
offers explicit advice to guide students through the
research and writing process. Updated and more
detailed discussions of plagiarism, paraphrases, "dropins," and "transcripts" help to prevent students from
misusing sources in a constantly changing digital age.
A more detailed discussion of "fake news" and
disinformation shows students how to evaluate and
choose high quality sources, as well as how to protect
oneself from being fooled by bad sources. Additional
guidance for writing abstracts and creating
presentations helps students to understand the logic
behind abstracts and prepares students for
presentations in the classroom, at a conference, and
beyond. A greater emphasis on the value of
qualitative research provides students with additional
instruction on how to do it.
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How Democracies Die
In the Fifth Edition of A Practical Guide for Policy
Analysis: The Eightfold Path to More Effective Problem
Solving, Eugene Bardach and new co-author Eric
Patashnik draw on more than 40 years of experience
teaching students to be effective, accurate, and
persuasive policy analysts. This bestselling handbook
presents dozens of concrete tips, interesting case
studies, and step-by-step strategies that are easily
applicable for the budding analyst as well as the
seasoned professional. In this new edition, Bardach
and Patashnik update many examples to reflect the
shifting landscape of policy issues. A new section with
advice on how to undertake policy design in addition
to making policy choices makes the book even more
engaging. Readers will also appreciate a sample
document of real world policy analysis, suggestions
for developing creative, "out-of-the-box" solutions,
and tips for working with clients.

The Fundamentals of Political Science
Research
The destruction of a Russian air base by robotic U.S.
warplanes has reawakenedthe bear -- and America
must pay a terrible price. In retaliation, Russia's
leader launches the most devastating military sneak
attack since Pearl Harbor, decimating America's
strategic air forces. Now an embattled U.S. president
must choose between two horrific scenarios: a ceasefire on the enemy's terms or respond with every
weapon in the nation's arsenal, possibly triggering
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global thermonuclear war. Disgraced and demoted to
a desk job, aerial warfare expert Brigadier General
Patrick McLanahan saw the nightmare coming -- and
only he can stop the relentless Russian war machine.
But the fight for the future must take place in the
blazing skies, a battlefield off-limits to the discredited
former commander of Air Battle Force unless
McLanahan takes matters into his own hands.

The Statistical Analysis of QuasiExperiments
Three nations in similar economic situations since the
1970s have pursued different monetary strategies.
Walsh argues that monetary policies produce
predictable winners and losers, and that policy choice
is a function of how industrial firms, banks and unions
use their political resources.

Writing Literature Reviews
In Writing a Research Paper in Political Science,
author Lisa Baglione breaks down the research paper
into its constituent parts and shows students precisely
how to complete each component. The author
provides encouragement at each stage and faces
pitfalls head on, giving advice and examples so that
students move through each task successfully.
Students are shown how to craft the right research
question, find good sources and properly summarize
them, operationalize concepts, design good tests for
their hypotheses, and present and analyze
quantitative and qualitative data. Even writing an
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introduction, coming up with effective headings and
titles, presenting a conclusion, and the important
steps of editing and revising are covered. Practical
summaries, recipes for success, worksheets,
exercises, and a series of handy checklists make this
a must-have supplement for any writing-intensive
political science course. In this Third Edition, updated
sample research topics come from American
government, gender studies, comparative politics,
and international relations. And now, more extensive
materials are available on the web, including
checklists and worksheets that help students tackle
each step, calendar ideas to help them complete their
paper on time, and a glossary.

Political Science Research Methods
"Stephen Van Evera's Guide to Methods makes an
important contribution toward improving the use of
case studies for theory development and testing in
the social sciences. His trenchant and concise views
on issues ranging from epistemology to specific
research techniques manage to convey not only the
methods but the ethos of research. This book is
essential reading for social science students at all
levels who aspire to conduct rigorous
research."—Alexander L. George, Stanford University,
and Andrew Bennett, Georgetown University "Van
Evera has a keen awareness of the questions that
arise in every phase of the political science research
project—from initial conception to final presentation.
Although others may not agree with all of his specific
advice, all will appreciate his user-friendly
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introduction to what is sometimes seen as an abstract
and difficult topic."—Timothy J. McKeown, University
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill For the last few years,
Stephen Van Evera has greeted new graduate
students at MIT with a commonsense introduction to
qualitative methods in the social sciences. His helpful
hints, always warmly received, grew from a handful of
memos to an underground classic primer. That primer
has now evolved into a book of how-to information
about graduate study, which is essential reading for
graduate students and undergraduates in political
science, sociology, anthropology, economics, and
history—and for their advisers.

Empirical Research and Writing
A complete, professional resource for writing an
effective paper in all subfields of political science,
Diane Schmidt’s 25th anniversary edition provides
students with a practical, easy-to-follow guide for
writing about political ideas, events, policies,
passions, agendas, and processes. It offers additional
formats and guidelines focusing on the growing use of
social media and the need for professional
communication in blogs, tweets, forums, media sites,
lectures on demand, and postings on websites. A
collection of student papers shows students how to
write well for better grades. After reading Writing in
Political Science students will know how to: choose
and narrow a research topic; formulate a research
agenda; quickly locate reputable information online;
execute a study and write up findings; use the
vocabulary of political science discourse; follow the
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criteria used to evaluate student assignments when
writing; apply writing skills to an internship, civic
engagement project, or grant proposal; and manage
and preserve achievements for career development.
New to the Fifth Edition Locating Research Materials:
Updated links to all sources, expansion of appropriate
sources to include mobile sources available through
tweets, blogs, forums, and other informal
communication; expansion of tools to include
database searching; use of smart phone technology;
and evaluation of source reliability to include
commercial sources, Wikipedia, media sites, social
media, and lectures on demand. Creating Evidence:
Evaluating data sources on the web including
government databases, non-profits, and special
interest/commercial data; and using collaborative
forms of data collection. Includes a new section on
Memorandums of Conversations (MEMCON), essential
in recent political controversies. Manuscript
Formatting and Reference Styles: Updated examples
of citing internet sites, blogs, forums, lectures on
demand, and YouTube. Format/Examples: Updated
exam-writing treatment to include on-line, e-learning,
open-book exams, media applications examples using
YouTube and online media; restored legal briefs
treatment; revised proposal examples; revised
PowerPoint instructions to include diversity
considerations; expanded formula for standard
research papers to include wider disciplinary
treatment, expanded communication techniques,
format and examples of appropriate posting for social
media and organizational websites, expanded
internship treatment, inclusion of needs-assessment
format and examples. Career Development:
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Restoration of 3rd edition chapter and expansion of
professional portfolio building including vitae, resume,
cover letters, letters of intent, statement of purpose,
and skills/competency discussions. Updated citations
for changes in The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th
Edition, 2017 and The MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers, 8th Edition, 2016.

Writing for Social Scientists
• Guides students in the preparation of literature
reviews for term projects, theses, and dissertations. •
Most chapters are conveniently divided into easy-tofollow guidelines, sequential steps, or checklists.
Numerous examples throughout the book show
students what should and should not be done when
writing reviews. • Emphasizes critical analysis of
reports of empirical research in academic
journals—making it ideal as a supplement for
research methods courses. This book makes it
possible for students to work independently on a
critical literature review as a term project. • Nine
model literature reviews at the end of the book
provide the stimulus for homework assignments and
classroom discussions. • The activities at the end of
each chapter keep students moving toward their goal
of writing a polished, professional review of academic
literature. • Most examples include material from
recently published research. Includes nine model
literature reviews for discussion and evaluation.

Writing a Research Paper in Political
Science
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This comprehensive text is designed to help political
science students learn what to research, why to
research, and how to research. It integrates both the
quantitative and qualitative approaches to research,
including the most detailed coverage of qualitative
methods currently available. The book provides
specific instructions in the use of available statistical
software programs such as Excel and SPSS. It covers
such important topics as research design, specifying
research problems, designing questionnaires and
writing questions, designing and carrying out
qualitative research, and analyzing both quantitative
and qualitative research data. Copiously illustrated
and thoroughly classroom tested, the book presents
statistical methods in a conversational tone to help
students surmount "math phobia."

European Monetary Integration &
Domestic Politics
When President Eisenhower identified the "militaryindustrial complex" as a powerful component of
political and economic life in the United States, he
also warned against feeding it too much power. That
balance continues to be a hot debate. Where will
readers stand on using military spending to fuel
economic growth or limiting that spending to leave
room for social programs? Should we be bolstering
geopolitical power with military strength or limiting
military spending in order to combat wasteful
budgets? From drones to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
to cyberoperations, this reporting reveals the extent
of military spending and the complex political
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problems associated with controlling it. Beyond the
text, features to further challenge readers include
media literacy terms and questions.

The Essentials of Political Analysis
This book investigates self-organizing institutions that
resolve institutional collective action dilemmas in
federalism, urban governance, and regional
management of natural resources.

Plan of Attack
Why Nations Fail
The Political Science Student Writer's Manual and
Reader's Guide is a practical guide to research,
reading, and writing in political science. The Political
Science Student Writer’s Manual and Reader’s Guide,
Eighth Edition, is a set of instructions and exercises
that sequentially develop citizenship, academic, and
professional skills while providing students with
knowledge about a wide range of political and
governmental concepts, phenomena, and information
sources. It begins by teaching beginning students to
engage newspapers and other political media sources
critically and analytically. It focuses on the crafts of
writing and scholarship by providing the basics of
grammar, style, formats and source citation, and then
introduces students to a variety of rich information
resources including the Congressional Record, Federal
Register, and the Library of Congress. Students
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actively apply their knowledge and skills by
corresponding with their representatives and
commenting on pending government regulations. Part
1 concludes with campaign management, policy
analysis, legislation assessment, and similar exercises
that develop student skilled-observation proficiency.
Part 2 prepares students to research, read, write,
review, and critique political science scholarship.
Finally, Part 3 teaches advanced students how to
investigate public opinion; analyze domestic and
international public policies; author amicus briefs; and
participate in the universal community that
deliberates the continuing rich tradition of political
philosophy.

Writing a Research Paper in Political
Science
With the rise of science, we moderns believe, the
world changed irrevocably, separating us forever from
our primitive, premodern ancestors. But if we were to
let go of this fond conviction, Bruno Latour asks, what
would the world look like? His book, an anthropology
of science, shows us how much of modernity is
actually a matter of faith. What does it mean to be
modern? What difference does the scientific method
make? The difference, Latour explains, is in our
careful distinctions between nature and society,
between human and thing, distinctions that our
benighted ancestors, in their world of alchemy,
astrology, and phrenology, never made. But alongside
this purifying practice that defines modernity, there
exists another seemingly contrary one: the
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construction of systems that mix politics, science,
technology, and nature. The ozone debate is such a
hybrid, in Latour’s analysis, as are global warming,
deforestation, even the idea of black holes. As these
hybrids proliferate, the prospect of keeping nature
and culture in their separate mental chambers
becomes overwhelming—and rather than try, Latour
suggests, we should rethink our distinctions, rethink
the definition and constitution of modernity itself. His
book offers a new explanation of science that finally
recognizes the connections between nature and
culture—and so, between our culture and others, past
and present. Nothing short of a reworking of our
mental landscape. We Have Never Been Modern blurs
the boundaries among science, the humanities, and
the social sciences to enhance understanding on all
sides. A summation of the work of one of the most
influential and provocative interpreters of science, it
aims at saving what is good and valuable in
modernity and replacing the rest with a broader,
fairer, and finer sense of possibility.

Democracy's Fourth Wave?
The Political Science Student Writer's
Manual and Reader's Guide
Graphical practice. Theory of data graphics.

Writing in Political Science
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
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program, which commemorates University of
California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate
the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and
impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices
Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed
scholarship accessible once again using print-ondemand technology. This title was originally published
in 1986.

Understanding Political Science Research
Methods
Political scientists often ask themselves what might
have been if history had unfolded differently: if Stalin
had been ousted as General Party Secretary or if the
United States had not dropped the bomb on Japan.
Although scholars sometimes scoff at applying
hypothetical reasoning to world politics, the
contributors to this volume--including James Fearon,
Richard Lebow, Margaret Levi, Bruce Russett, and
Barry Weingast--find such counterfactual conjectures
not only useful, but necessary for drawing causal
inferences from historical data. Given the importance
of counterfactuals, it is perhaps surprising that we
lack standards for evaluating them. To fill this gap,
Philip Tetlock and Aaron Belkin propose a set of
criteria for distinguishing plausible from implausible
counterfactual conjectures across a wide range of
applications. The contributors to this volume make
use of these and other criteria to evaluate
counterfactuals that emerge in diverse
methodological contexts including comparative case
studies, game theory, and statistical analysis. Taken
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together, these essays go a long way toward
establishing a more nuanced and rigorous framework
for assessing counterfactual arguments about world
politics in particular and about the social sciences
more broadly.

Case Study Method
Understand the “how” and the “why” behind research
in political science. Step by step, Political Science
Research Methods walks students through the logic of
research design, carefully explaining how researchers
choose which method to employ. The Eighth Edition of
this trusted resource offers a greater emphasis on the
ways in which particular methods are used by
undergraduates, expanded coverage of the role of the
Internet in research and analysis, and more
international examples. Practice makes perfect. In the
new fourth edition of the accompanying workbook,
Working with Political Science Research Methods,
students are given the perfect opportunity to practice
each of the methods presented in the core text. This
helpful supplement breaks each aspect of the
research process into manageable parts and features
new exercises and updated data sets. A solutions
manual with answers to the workbook is available to
adopters.

The Visual Display of Quantitative
Information
Understand the “how” and the “why” behind research
in political science. Step by step, Political Science
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Research Methods walks students through the logic of
research design, carefully explaining how researchers
choose which method to employ. The Eighth Edition of
this trusted resource offers a greater emphasis on the
ways in which particular methods are used by
undergraduates, expanded coverage of the role of the
Internet in research and analysis, and more
international examples. Practice makes perfect. In the
new fourth edition of the accompanying workbook,
Working with Political Science Research Methods,
students are given the perfect opportunity to practice
each of the methods presented in the core text. This
helpful supplement breaks each aspect of the
research process into manageable parts and features
new exercises and updated data sets. A solutions
manual with answers to the workbook is available to
adopters.

Designing Social Inquiry
Writing in Political Science: A Brief Guide applies the
key concepts of rhetoric and composition--audience,
purpose, genre, and credibility--to examples based in
political science. It is part of a series of brief,
discipline-specific writing guides from Oxford
University Press designed for today's writing-intensive
college courses. The series is edited by Tom Deans
(University of Connecticut) and Mya Poe
(Northeastern University).

New and Old Wars
This text starts by explaining the fundamental goal of
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good political science research—the ability to answer
interesting and important questions by generating
valid inferences about political phenomena. Before
the text even discusses the process of developing a
research question, the authors introduce the reader to
what it means to make an inference and the different
challenges that social scientists face when
confronting this task. Only with this ultimate goal in
mind will students be able to ask appropriate
questions, conduct fruitful literature reviews, select
and execute the proper research design, and critically
evaluate the work of others. The authors' primary
goal is to teach students to critically evaluate their
own research designs and others’ and analyze the
extent to which they overcome the classic challenges
to making inference: internal and external validity
concerns, omitted variable bias, endogeneity,
measurement, sampling, and case selection errors,
and poor research questions or theory. As such,
students will not only be better able to conduct
political science research, but they will also be more
savvy consumers of the constant flow of causal
assertions that they confront in scholarship, in the
media, and in conversations with others. Three
themes run through Barakso, Sabet, and Schaffner’s
text: minimizing classic research problems to making
valid inferences, effective presentation of research
results, and the nonlinear nature of the research
process. Throughout their academic years and later in
their professional careers, students will need to
effectively convey various bits of information.
Presentation skills gleaned from this text will benefit
students for a lifetime, whether they continue in
academia or in a professional career. Several
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distinctive features make this book noteworthy: A
common set of examples threaded throughout the
text give students a common ground across chapters
and expose them to a broad range of subfields in the
discipline. Box features throughout the book illustrate
the nonlinear, "non-textbook" reality of research,
demonstrate the often false inferences and poor
social science in the way the popular press covers
politics, and encourage students to think about ethical
issues at various stages of the research process.

Political Science Research Methods
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and
a Harvard University political scientist and economist
evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor
while others succeed, outlining provocative
perspectives that support theories about the
importance of institutions.

Counterfactual Thought Experiments in
World Politics
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