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Dear Life
An array of short fiction, selected by the author and spanning the full range of her
career, encompasses seventeen stories, drawn from such collections as The
Beggar Maid, The Moons of Jupiter, and Runaway.

Alice Munro
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The mesmerizing New York Times bestseller by the author of Night Film Marisha
Pessl’s dazzling debut sparked raves from critics and heralded the arrival of a
vibrant new voice in American fiction. At the center of Special Topics in Calamity
Physics is clever, deadpan Blue van Meer, who has a head full of literary,
philosophical, scientific, and cinematic knowledge. But she could use some friends.
Upon entering the elite St. Gallway School, she finds some—a clique of eccentrics
known as the Bluebloods. One drowning and one hanging later, Blue finds herself
puzzling out a byzantine murder mystery. Nabokov meets Donna Tartt (then
invites the rest of the Western Canon to the party) in this novel—with visual aids
drawn by the author—that has won over readers of all ages.

Like a House on Fire
WINNER OF THE 2013 STEELE RUDD AWARD, QUEENSLAND LITERARY AWARDS
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 STELLA PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 KIBBLE
AWARD From prize-winning short-story writer Cate Kennedy comes a new
collection to rival her highly acclaimed Dark Roots. In Like a House on Fire,
Kennedy once again takes ordinary lives and dissects their ironies, injustices and
pleasures with her humane eye and wry sense of humour. In ‘Laminex and Mirrors’,
a young woman working as a cleaner in a hospital helps an elderly patient defy
doctor’s orders. In ‘Cross-Country’, a jilted lover manages to misinterpret her ex’s
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new life. And in ‘Ashes’, a son accompanies his mother on a journey to scatter his
father’s remains, while lifelong resentments simmer in the background. Cate
Kennedy’s poignant short stories find the beauty and tragedy in illness and
mortality, life and love. PRAISE FOR CATE KENNEDY ‘This is a heartfelt and moving
collection of short stories that cuts right to the emotional centre of everyday life.’
Bookseller and Publisher ‘Cate Kennedy is a singular artist who looks to the
ordinary in a small rural community and is particularly astute on exploring the
fallout left by the aftermath of the personal disasters that change everything.’ The
Irish Times

Penguin Modern Classics Dance of the Happy Shades
Lives of Girls and Women is the intensely readable, touching, and very funny story
of Del Jordan, a young woman who journeys from the carelessness of childhood
through an uneasy adolescence in search of love and sexual experience. As Del
dreams of becoming famous, suffers embarrassment about her mother, endures
the humiliation of her body's insistent desires, and tries desperately to fall in love,
she grapples with the crises that mark the passage to womanhood.

Runaway
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A moving tale about middle age, divorce, modern love, and returning home by one
of the great American storytellers. Asher's career as a Hollywood screenwriter has
come to a humiliating end; so has his latest marriage. Returning to New York,
where he grew up, he takes a room at a hotel and wonders what, well into middle
age as he is, he should do next. It's not a question of money; it's a question of
purpose, maybe of pride. In the company of the arch young poet Michael, Asher
revisits the streets and tenements of the Lower East Side where he spent his
childhood, though little remains of the past. Michael introduces Asher to Aurora,
perhaps his girlfriend, who, to Asher's surprise, seems bent on pursuing him, too.
Soon the older man and his edgy young companions are caught up in a slow,
strange, almost ritualized dance of deceit and desire. The End of Me, a successor
to Hayes's In Love and My Face for the World to See, can be seen as the final panel
of a triptych in which Alfred Hayes anatomizes, with a cool precision and laconic
lyricism that are all his own, the failure of modern love. The last scene is the
starkest of all.

A Wilderness Station
In her Introduction, Margaret Atwood says, "Alice Munro is among the major writers
of English fiction of our time Among writers themselves, her name is spoken in
hushed tones." My Best Stories is a dazzling selection of stories-seventeen
favourites chosen by the author from across her distinguished career. The stories
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are arranged in the order written, allowing even the most devoted Munro admirer
to discover how her work developed, taking surprising turns. The stories span a
quarter of a century and include "Royal Beatings," "Friend of My Youth," and "The
Love of a Good Woman." This is a book to read-and re-read-very slowly, savouring
each story. This collection of small masterpieces deserves a place in every
Canadian booklover's home.

Vintage Munro
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Alice Munro, who received
the National Book Critics Circle Award for her latest collection of stories, The Love
of a Good Woman, is widely acknowledged as a modern master of the short story.
In this earlier collection, she demonstrates all of those strengths that have won her
so many literary accolades. A divorced woman returns to her childhood home
where she confronts the memory of her parents' confounding yet deep bond. The
accidental near-drowning of a child exposes the fragility of the trust between
children and parents. A young man, remembering a terrifying childhood incident,
wrestles with the responsibility he has always felt for his younger brother. In these
and other stories Alice Munro proves once again a sensitive and compassionate
chronicler of our times. Drawing us into the most intimate corners of ordinary lives,
she reveals much about ourselves, our choices, and our experiences of love.
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Carried Away
A comprehensive, up-to-date analysis of Munro's fiction.

A Study Guide for Alice Munro's "Runaway"
WINNER OF THE 2013 NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE Spanning almost thirty years
and settings that range from big cities to small towns and farmsteads of rural
Canada, this magnificent collection brings together twenty-eight stories by a writer
of unparalleled wit, generosity, and emotional power. In her Selected Stories, Alice
Munro makes lives that seem small unfold until they are revealed to be as spacious
as prairies and locates the moments of love and betrayal, desire and forgiveness,
that change those lives forever. To read these stories--about a traveling salesman
and his children on an impromptu journey; an abandoned woman choosing
between seduction and solitude--is to succumb to the spell of a writer who
enchants her readers utterly even as she restores them to their truest selves.

Selected Stories, 1968-1994
Open Secrets
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The lives of Skip Sands, a spy-in-training engaged in psychological operations
against the Vietcong, and brothers Bill and James Houston, young men who drift
out of the Arizona desert into a war, intertwine in a compelling novel of America
during the Vietnam War.

Tree of Smoke
In Alias Grace, the bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale takes readers into the
life of one of the most notorious women of the nineteenth century—recently
adapted into a 6-part Netflix original mini-series by director Mary Harron and
writer/actress Sarah Polley. It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been convicted for her
involvement in the vicious murders of her employer and his housekeeper and
mistress. Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now
serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory of the murders. An upand-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness is engaged by a group
of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story
while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he
find in attempting to unlock her memories? Captivating and disturbing, Alias Grace
showcases bestselling, Booker Prize-winning author Margaret Atwood at the peak
of her powers.
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Runaway
Family Furnishings
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 The ten miraculously
accomplished stories in Alice Munro's Friend of My Youth not only astonish and
delight but also convey the unspoken mysteries at the heart of all human
experience. "[Friend of My Youth is] a wonderful collection of stories, beautifully
written and deeply felt."--Michiko Kakutani, New York Times From the Trade
Paperback edition.

Penguin Modern Classics Lives of Girls and Women
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In this series of interweaving
stories, Munro recreates the evolving bond between two women in the course of
almost forty years. One is Flo, practical, suspicious of other people's airs, at times
dismayingly vulgar. the other is Rose, Flo's stepdaughter, a clumsy, shy girl who
somehow leaves the small town she grew up in to achieve her own equivocal
success in the larger world.
Page 8/27

Read Free Runaway Alice Munro
The Secret Language
The Three Stories that Inspired the Movie With a foreword by Pedro Almodóvar
Alice Munro is cherished for her exquisite, affecting meditations on the human
heart. In these three linked stories, “Chance,” “Soon,” and “Silence”—which,
together, inspired Pedro Almodóvar’s film Julieta—her virtuosic talents are once
again on display. The stories follow a schoolteacher named Juliet as she is swept
up by fate: meeting an older man on a train and starting an affair; later, visiting
her parents as a young mother; and later still, searching for contact with her
estranged daughter. As with all of Munro’s characters, Juliet radiates warmth,
dignity, and hope, even as she is unflinching in the face of betrayal and loss. In
Munro’s hands, her journey is as surprising, extraordinary, and precious as life
itself. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Special Topics in Calamity Physics
In the stories that make up Dance of the Happy Shades, the deceptive calm of
small-town life is brought memorably to the page, revealing the countryside of
Southwestern Ontario to be home to as many small sufferings and unanticipated
emotions as any place. This is the book that earned Alice Munro a devoted
readership and established her as one of Canada's most beloved writers. Winner of
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the Governor General's Award for Fiction, Dance of the Happy Shades is Alice
Munro's first short story collection.

The Progress of Love
From Ann Packer, author of the New York Times best-selling novels The Dive from
Clausen’s Pier and Songs Without Words, a collection of burnished, emotionally
searing stories, framed by two unforgettable linked narratives that express the
transformation of a single family over the course of a lifetime. A wife struggles to
make sense of her husband’s sudden disappearance. A mother mourns her
teenage son through the music collection he left behind. A woman shepherds her
estranged parents through her brother’s wedding and reflects on the year her
family collapsed. A young man comes to grips with the joy—and vulnerability—of
fatherhood. And, in the masterly opening novella, two teenagers from very
different families forge a sustaining friendship, only to discover the disruptive and
unsettling power of sex. Ann Packer is one of our most talented archivists of family
life, with its hidden crevasses and unforeseeable perils, and in these stories she
explores the moral predicaments that define our social and emotional lives, the
frailty of ordinary grace, and the ways in which we are shattered and remade by
loss. With Swim Back to Me, she delivers shimmering psychological precision,
unfailing intelligence, and page-turning drama: her most enticing work yet.
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Alice Munro's Runaway
All of these eight wonderful stories are about what people will do for love, and the
unexpected routes their passion will force them to take. An old landlady in
Vancouver who alarms the just-married narrator with her prim advice about
married life – and “the peculiar threat” of a china cabinet that must be washed
once a month – is shown to have conspired when young in a crime of passion. A
young mother, at the mercy of the “radiant explosion” that comes when she thinks
of her secret life, abandons her baby and four-year old to be with her lover in the
story “The Children Stay.” A gruff old country doctor in the 1960s is discovered by
his daughter to be helping desperate women, his “special patients.” An impetuous
young woman meets a visiting Indian student and conceives on a train from
Vancouver to Toronto because of “the fact that you couldn’t get condoms around
the Calgary station, not for love or money.” An Ontario farm wife’s affair drives her
husband to commit a murder; its discovery, years later, will act as a negotiating
point for a new, presumably satisfactory, marriage. The book is clear-eyed about
the imperfections of marriage, the clutter of our emotional lives, and the
impermanence of love: “Not that that was the end. For we did make up. But we
didn’t forgive each other.” Even the shared memories of earlier times prove to be a
minefield, and many of the stories track the changes that time brings over
generations to families, lovers, and even to friends who share old, intimate secrets
about “the prostration of love.” As always these stories by Alice Munro are shot
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through with humour, and are as rich as novels. As always the characters in the
stories are easily, sometimes uncomfortably, recognizable as people like us. One
quote summarizes the delightful surprises that await the reader: “Did you ever
think that people’s lives could be like that and end up like this? Well, they can.”
From the Hardcover edition.

Writers & Company
Thacker takes us along the parallel tracks of Munro's life and her stories, to bring
us a thorough, revealing, and enriching account of both.

Friend of My Youth
Insight Text Guides take students into the deeper layers of meaning in a range of
popular novels, plays, films, short-story collections and nonfiction texts. They are
designed to develop detailed knowledge, in-depth understanding and genuine
insight into each text. The guides are written by practising English teachers,
professional writers, reviewers and academics who are experts in their fields. Each
guide presents a clear, comprehensive and accessible analysis.

The Love of a Good Woman
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WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Vintage Readers are a
perfect introduction to some of the greatest modern writers presented in
attractive, accessible paperback editions. “In Munro’s hands, as in Chekhov’s, a
short story is more than big enough to hold the world—and to astonish us again
and again.” —Chicago Tribune In an unbroken procession of brilliant, revelatory
short stories, Alice Munro has unfolded the wordless secrets that lie at the heart of
all human experience. She has won three Governor General’s Literary Awards in
her native Canada, as well as the National Book Critics Circle Award. Vintage Munro
includes stories from throughout her career: The title stories from her collections
The Moons of Jupiter; The Progress of Love; Hateship, Friendship, Courtship,
Loveship, Marriage; “Differently,” from Selected Stories, and “Carried Away,” from
Open Secrets.

Alice Munro
A new collection of stories by Alice Munro is always a major event. This new
collection — her most personal to date — is no exception. Alice Munro’s stories are
always wonderful and so ingrained with truths about life that readers always want
to know where they came from. In this book, Alice Munro tells us. In her Foreword
(an unusual feature in itself), she explains how she, born Alice Laidlaw in Ontario,
in recent years became interested in the history of her Laidlaw ancestors. Starting
in the wilds of the Scottish Borders, she learned a great deal about a famous
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ancestor, born around 1700, who, as his tombstone records, “for feats of frolic,
agility and strength, had no equal in his day.” She traced the family’s history with
the help of that man’s nephew, the famous writer James Hogg, finding to her
delight that each generation of the family had produced a writer who wanted to
record what had befallen them. In this way, she was able to follow the family’s
voyage to Canada in 1818, and their hard times as pioneers — once a father dies
on the same day that a daughter is born in the same frontier cabin. “I put all this
material together over the years,” Alice tells us, “and almost without my noticing
what was happening, it began to shape itself, here and there, into something
almost like stories. Some of the characters gave themselves to me in their own
words, others rose out of their situations.” As the book goes down through the
generations, we come to Robert Laidlaw, Alice’s father, and then, at the book’s
heart, the stories become first-person stories, set during her lifetime. So is this a
memoir? No. She drew on personal experiences, “but then I did anything I wanted
to with this material, because the chief thing I was doing was making a story.” The
resulting collection of stories range from the title story — where through a haze of
whiskey Alice’s ancestors gaze north from Edinburgh Castle at the Fife coast,
believing that it is North America — all the way to the final story, where we travel
with “Alice Munro” today. In the author’s words, these stories “pay more attention
to the truth of a life than fiction usually does. But not enough to swear on.” All of
them are Alice Munro stories. There could be no higher praise.
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Dance of the Happy Shades
The first thing I tell people is, I’m just an ordinary woman. I’m just like you.
Susanna has an incredible gift: she can heal ailments with just the touch of her
hand. People travel from far and wide based on their faith in her abilities. But
Susanna’s power only works in certain cases—it’s a semi-miracle. And as she
grows into a woman, and tries to build a life of her own, her calling to fix and cure
becomes more of a burden than she could ever have imagined. Why is she able to
take people’s pain away sometimes, and not others, not when she needs to most
of all? With the balm of time, and the wisdom of experience, Susanna must learn to
live with the mysterious nature of her miracle. Available to readers for the first
time since its initial publication, this is a wry and moving story by an American
master. “Not merely good . . . she is wickedly good.” —John Updike Look for Clock
Dance, the charming new novel from Anne Tyler, available this July.

Alice Munro
“Runaway” is the first story in this stunning collection, sure to be a runaway
success. All of the eight stories here are new, published in book form for the first
time. Two of the eight have never appeared anywhere, so this will be a special
feast for the millions of Munro fans around the world. Miraculously, these stories
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seem to have been written by a young writer at the peak of her powers. Alice
Munro’s central characters range from 14-year-old Lauren in “Trespass,” through
the young couple in “Runaway,” whose helpful older neighbour intervenes to help
the wife escape, all the way to a 70-year-old woman meeting a friend of her youth
on a Vancouver street and sitting with him to recall their tangled lives fifty years
earlier, through a web of cheerful lies. Three of the stories, “Chance,” “Soon,” and
“Silence,” are linked, showing us how the young teacher Juliet meets her fisherman
lover on a train (and, by terrible chance, visits his B.C. home on the day after his
wife’s funeral); how, years later, she brings baby Penelope back east to show her
parents and learns sad secrets about their marriage; and how, twenty years on,
she visits the estranged Penelope in her cult-like B.C. community. The result is
more powerful than most novels, a quality in Alice Munro’s stories that has been
noted by many reviewers. The final story, “Powers,” spans 50 years and runs from
Goderich to Vancouver and involves a cast of four characters, each of whom steps
forward to dominate the scene, not least Tessa, the plain girl whose psychic
powers take her on the vaudeville circuit. But it is Alice Munro’s own powers that
dominate this collection and that will amaze reviewers and readers. How can she
keep getting better? How can any one person know so much about the heads and
hearts of so many different people? And how can she weave them together in
stories that delight academics and ordinary readers alike, making each new Alice
Munro book a runaway bestseller? From the Hardcover edition.
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Five Little Indians
'Read not more than one of her stories a day, and allow them to work their spell
slowly: they are made to last' GuardianWhen her father marries his second wife,
Chrissy gets a new step sister. Three years older than her, Queenie is beautiful and
kind, someone everybody wants to be friends with. Chrissy worships her. But when
Queenie runs away at eighteen, their lives quietly diverge.Joyce Carol Oates has
described Alice Munro's work as 'tales of domestic tragicomedy that seemed to
open up, as if by magic, into wider, deeper, vaster dimensions.' Queenie is Munro
at her subtle, heart-breaking best.'One of the great short story writers not just of
our time but of any time' New York Times Book Review

Something I've Been Meaning to Tell You
Stone Barrington faces down a vengeful miscreant in this latest heart-stopping
thriller from the #1 New York Times bestselling author When Stone Barrington
finds his name on a hit list, he plans to lie low until the culprit is caught. But when
this foe shows no signs of stopping until his deadly objective is realized in full,
Stone is left with no choice but to face the problem head-on. Armed and alert,
Stone joins forces with his most savvy connections to catch the perpetrator before
the next strike. But it turns out this scum is an expert at evasion in more ways than
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one, and the international cat-and-mouse hunt that ensues has Stone questioning
if he has become the predator or the prey. . .

Swim Back to Me
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE© IN LITERATURE 2013 A New York Times Notable
Book A Washington Post Notable Work of Fiction A Best Book of the Year: The
Atlantic, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV Club In story after story in this
brilliant new collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever
altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken, or a simple twist of fate. Her
characters are flawed and fully human: a soldier returning from war and avoiding
his fiancée, a wealthy woman deciding whether to confront a blackmailer, an
adulterous mother and her neglected children, a guilt-ridden father, a young
teacher jilted by her employer. Illumined by Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives
draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise us with unexpected turns. And while
most are set in her signature territory around Lake Huron, some strike even closer
to home: an astonishing suite of four autobiographical tales offers an
unprecedented glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by her clarity of vision
and her unparalleled gift for storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange, perilous,
and extraordinary ordinary life can be.
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My Best Stories
Fifteen stories about life in rural Ontario deal with adolescence, loneliness, broken
hearts, an abandoned wife, family relations, blind dates, and an aspiring writer

Hit List
The awarding of the Nobel Prize in Literature to the Canadian writer Alice Munro in
2013 confirmed her position as a master of the short story form. This book
explores Munro's work from a full range of critical perspectives, focussing on three
of her most popular and important published collections: Hateship, Friendship,
Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (2001), Runaway (2004), and her final collection
Dear Life (2012). With chapters written by the world's leading critics of Munro's
work, the short story form and contemporary Canadian writing, this book explores
such themes as love and marriage, sex, fate, gender and humor in her writings as
well as her approaches to narrative form and autobiography. In these three late
collections Munro sharply articulates, again and again, the mysteries of being
itself.

Half-Truths and Semi-Miracles
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A collection of twenty-three short stories from around the world includes
contributions by such authors as Nigeria's Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, India's
Lucinda Nelson Dhavan, and Botswana's Lauri Kubuitsile.

The View From Castle Rock
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In these eight tales, Munro
evokes the devastating power of old love suddenly recollected. She tells of
vanished schoolgirls and indentured frontier brides and an eccentric recluse who,
in the course of one surpassingly odd dinner party, inadvertently lands herself a
wealthy suitor from exotic Australia. And Munro shows us how one woman's
romantic tale of capture and escape in the high Balkans may end up inspiring
another woman who is fleeing a husband and lover in present-day Canada. "Open
Secrets is a book that dazzles with its faith in language and in life."--New York
Times Book Review

Too Much Happiness
The book offers a new approach to the study of Alice Munro's fiction. Its innovative
quality consists in juxtaposing a variety of literary analyses of selected stories with
two other ways of looking at her fiction: the perspectives of film adaptation and of
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pedagogy. The book is divided into three parts which mirror the key words in the
title: understanding, adapting and teaching. Part One consists of four articles on
various aspects of Munro's short fiction from a literary perspective. Part Two - four
essays - addresses editing and film adaptations of Munro's stories (both television
and feature films). Part Three consists of an essay on didactic aspects of Munro's
fiction and of several interviews with teachers of Canadian literature who have
included stories by Munro in their syllabi.

The End of Me
Eight-year-old Vicky goes to live at a boarding school where she is miserable until
she gets to know Martha, a different girl with a secret language.

Queenie
From the winner of the 2013 Nobel Prize in Literature—and one of our most
beloved writers—a new selection of her peerless short fiction, gathered from the
collections of the last two decades, a companion volume to Selected Stories
(1968-1994). Family Furnishings brings us twenty-four of Alice Munro’s most
accomplished, most powerfully affecting stories, many of them set in the territory
she has so brilliantly made her own: the small towns and flatlands of southwestern
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Ontario. Subtly honed with her hallmark precision, grace, and compassion, these
stories illuminate the quotidian yet extraordinary particularity in the lives of men
and women, parents and children, friends and lovers as they discover sex, fall in
love, part, quarrel, suffer defeat, set off into the unknown, or find a way to be in
the world. Peopled with characters as real to us as we are to ourselves, Munro’s
stories encompass the fullness of human experience—from the wild exhilaration of
first love, in “Passion,” to the lengths a once-straying husband will go to make his
wife happy as her memory fades, in “The Bear Came Over the Mountain.” Other
stories suggest the punishing consequences of leaving home (“Runaway”) or
leaving a marriage (“The Children Stay”). The part romantic love plays in one’s
existence is explored in “Too Much Happiness,” based on the life of the noted
nineteenth-century mathematician, Sophia Kovalevsky. And in stories that Munro
has described as “closer to the truth than usual”—“Dear Life,” “Working for a
Living,” and “Home” among them—we glimpse the author’s own life. As the Nobel
Prize presentation speech says in part: “Reading one of Alice Munro’s texts is like
watching a cat walk across a laid dinner table. A brief short story can often cover
decades, summarizing a life, as she moves deftly between different periods. No
wonder Alice Munro is often able to say more in thirty pages than an ordinary
novelist is capable of in three hundred. She is a virtuoso of the elliptical and the
master of the contemporary short story.” From the Hardcover edition.

Alias Grace
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An international literary event: Ten new stories from a beloved and award-winning
author. This stunning collection of new stories demonstrates once again why Alice
Munro is celebrated as a pre-eminent master of the short story. While some of the
stories are traditional, set in “Alice Munro Country” in Ontario or in B.C., dealing
with ordinary women’s lives, others have a new, sharper edge. They involve child
murders, strange sex, and a terrifying home invasion. By way of astonishing
variety, the title story, set in Victorian Europe, follows the last journey from France
to Sweden of a famous Russian mathematician. This daring, superb collection
proves that Alice Munro will always surprise you. From the Hardcover edition.

The Beggar Maid
A remarkable early collection of stories by Alice Munro, the bestselling author of
Dear Life, and one of the greatest fiction writers of our time. ‘Alice Munro’s stories
are miraculous’ Sunday Times ‘No one else can – or should be allowed to – write
like the great Alice Munro’ Julian Barnes ‘She sets down the pains and pleasures of
living in a spare, singing prose, not a word wasted’ Daily Telegraph ‘Read not more
than one of her stories a day, and allow them to work their spell: they are made to
last’ Observer ‘She's the most savage writer I've ever read, also the most tender,
the most honest, the most perceptive’ Jeffrey Eugenides
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The Fiction of Alice Munro
A New York Times Editors’ Choice Book Spanning almost thirty years and settings
that range from big cities to small towns and farmsteads of rural Canada, this
magnificent collection brings together twenty-eight stories by a writer of
unparalleled wit, generosity, and emotional power. In A Wilderness Station:
Selected Stories, 1968–1994, Alice Munro makes lives that seem small unfold until
they are revealed to be as spacious as prairies and locates the moments of love
and betrayal, desire and forgiveness, that change those lives forever. A traveling
salesman during the Depression takes his children with him on an impromptu visit
to a former girlfriend. A poor girl steels herself to marry a rich fiancé she can’t
quite manage to love. An abandoned woman tries to choose between the opposing
pleasures of seduction and solitude. To read these stories is to succumb to the
spell of a true narrative sorcerer, a writer who enchants her readers utterly even as
she restores them to their truest selves.

Julieta (Movie Tie-in Edition)
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 This acclaimed, bestselling
collection also contains the celebrated stories that inspired the Pedro Almodóvar
film Julieta. Runaway is a book of extraordinary stories about love and its infinite
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betrayals and surprises, from the title story about a young woman who, though she
thinks she wants to, is incapable of leaving her husband, to three stories about a
woman named Juliet and the emotions that complicate the luster of her intimate
relationships. In Munro’s hands, the people she writes about–women of all ages
and circumstances, and their friends, lovers, parents, and children–become as vivid
as our own neighbors. It is her miraculous gift to make these stories as real and
unforgettable as our own.

One World
Taken from their families when they are very small and sent to a remote, churchrun residential school, Kenny, Lucy, Clara, Howie and Maisie are barely out of
childhood when they are finally released after years of detention. Alone and
without any skills, support or families, the teens find their way to the seedy and
foreign world of Downtown Eastside Vancouver, where they cling together, striving
to find a place of safety and belonging in a world that doesn’t want them. The
paths of the five friends cross and crisscross over the decades as they struggle to
overcome, or at least forget, the trauma they endured during their years at the
Mission. Fuelled by rage and furious with God, Clara finds her way into the
dangerous, highly charged world of the American Indian Movement. Maisie
internalizes her pain and continually places herself in dangerous situations.
Famous for his daring escapes from the school, Kenny can’t stop running and
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moves restlessly from job to job—through fishing grounds, orchards and logging
camps—trying to outrun his memories and his addiction. Lucy finds peace in
motherhood and nurtures a secret compulsive disorder as she waits for Kenny to
return to the life they once hoped to share together. After almost beating one of
his tormentors to death, Howie serves time in prison, then tries once again to reenter society and begin life anew. With compassion and insight, Five Little Indians
chronicles the desperate quest of these residential school survivors to come to
terms with their past and, ultimately, find a way forward.
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