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Introduction to Information Retrieval
For anyone who has ever felt like they don't belong, Sigh, Gone shares an irreverent, funny, and moving tale of
displacement and assimilation woven together with poignant themes from beloved works of classic literature. In 1975,
during the fall of Saigon, Phuc Tran immigrates to America along with his family. By sheer chance they land in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, a small town where the Trans struggle to assimilate into their new life. In this coming-of-age memoir told
through the themes of great books such as The Metamorphosis, The Scarlet Letter, The Iliad, and more, Tran navigates the
push and pull of finding and accepting himself despite the challenges of immigration, feelings of isolation, and teenage
rebellion, all while attempting to meet the rigid expectations set by his immigrant parents. Appealing to fans of coming-ofage memoirs such as Fresh Off the Boat, Running with Scissors, or tales of assimilation like Viet Thanh Nguyen's The
Displaced and The Refugees, Sigh, Gone explores one man’s bewildering experiences of abuse, racism, and tragedy and
reveals redemption and connection in books and punk rock. Against the hairspray-and-synthesizer backdrop of the ‘80s, he
finds solace and kinship in the wisdom of classic literature, and in the subculture of punk rock, he finds affirmation and
echoes of his disaffection. In his journey for self-discovery Tran ultimately finds refuge and inspiration in the art that
shapes—and ultimately saves—him.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Since the birth of civilisation, human beings have manipulated other life-forms. We have selectively bred plants and animals
for thousands of years to maximize agricultural production and cater to our tastes in pets. The observation of the creation
of artificial animal and plant variants was a key stimulant for Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. The ability to directly
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engineer the genomes of organisms first became possible in the 1970s, when the gene for human insulin was introduced
into bacteria to produce this protein for diabetics. At the same time, mice were modified to produce human growth
hormone, and grew huge as a result. But these were only our first tottering steps into the possibilities of genetic
engineering. In the past few years, the pace of progress has accelerated enormously. We can now cut and paste genes
using molecular scissors with astonishing ease, and the new technology of genome editing can be applied to practically any
species of plants or animals. 'Mutation chain reaction' can be used to alter the genes of a population of pests, such as flies;
as the modified creatures breed, the mutation is spread through the population, so that within a few generations the
organism is almost completely altered. At the same time, scientists are also beginning to synthesize new organisms from
scratch. These new technologies hold much promise for improving lives. Genome editing has already been used clinically to
treat AIDS patients, by genetically modifying their white blood cells to be resistant to HIV. In agriculture, genome editing
could be used to engineer species with increased food output, and the ability to thrive in challenging climates. New
bacterial forms may be used to generate energy. But these powerful new techniques also raise important ethical dilemmas
and potential dangers, pressing issues that are already upon us given the speed of scientific developments. To what extent
should parents be able to manipulate the genetics of their offspring - and would designer babies be limited to the rich? Can
we effectively weigh up the risks from introducing synthetic lifeforms into complex ecosystems? John Parrington explains
the nature and possibilities of these new scientific developments, which could usher in a brave, new world. We must rapidly
come to understand its implications if we are to direct its huge potential to the good of humanity and the planet.

The Magical Language of Others: A Memoir
From the number one New York Times bestselling author comes another stunning memoir that is tender, touchingand just a
little spooky. "Here’s a partial list of things I don’t believe in: God. The Devil. Heaven. Hell. Bigfoot. Ancient Aliens. Past
lives. Life after death. Vampires. Zombies. Reiki. Homeopathy. Rolfing. Reflexology. Note that 'witches' and 'witchcraft' are
absent from this list. The thing is, I wouldn’t believe in them, and I would privately ridicule any idiot who did, except for one
thing: I am a witch." For as long as Augusten Burroughs could remember, he knew things he shouldn't have known. He
manifested things that shouldn't have come to pass. And he told exactly no one about this, save one person: his mother.
His mother reassured him that it was all perfectly normal, that he was descended from a long line of witches, going back to
the days of the early American colonies. And that this family tree was filled with witches. It was a bond that he and his
mother shared--until the day she left him in the care of her psychiatrist to be raised in his family (but that's a whole other
story). After that, Augusten was on his own. On his own to navigate the world of this tricky power; on his own to either use
or misuse this gift. From the hilarious to the terrifying, Toil & Trouble is a chronicle of one man's journey to understand
himself, to reconcile the powers he can wield with things with which he is helpless. There are very few things that are
coincidences, as you will learn in Toil & Trouble. Ghosts are real, trees can want to kill you, beavers are the spawn of Satan,
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houses are alive, and in the end, love is the most powerful magic of all.

Run, Hide, Fight Back
Marty will do anything to save his new friend Shiloh in this Newbery Medal–winning novel from Phillis Reynolds Naylor.
When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it's love at first sight—and also big trouble.
It turns out the dog, which Marty names Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers, who drinks too much and has a gun—and abuses
his dogs. So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's
secret becomes too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. How far will Marty have
to go to make Shiloh his?

You Better Not Cry
"They say I'm wired bad, or wired sad, but there's no doubt about it -- I'm wired." Joey Pigza's got heart, he's got a mom
who loves him, and he's got "dud meds," which is what he calls the Ritalin pills that are supposed to even out his wild mood
swings. Sometimes Joey makes bad choices. He learns the hard way that he shouldn't stick his finger in the pencil
sharpener, or swallow his house key, or run with scissors. Joey ends up bouncing around a lot - and eventually he bounces
himself all the way downown, into the district special-ed program, which could be the end of the line. As Joey knows, if he
keeps making bad choices, he could just fall between the cracks for good. But he is determined not to let that happen. In
this antic yet poignant new novel, Jack Gantos has perfect pitch in capturing the humor, the off-the-wall intensity, and the
serious challenges that life presents to a kid dealing with hyper-activity and related disorders. This title has Common Core
connections. Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key is a 1998 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature.

Stitches
Gait analysis is the systematic study of human walking, using the eye and brain of experienced observers, augmented by
instrumentation for measuring body movements, body mechanics, and the activity of the muscles. Since Aristotle’s work on
gait analysis more than 2000 years ago, it has become an established clinical science used extensively in the healthcare
and rehabilitation fields for diagnosis and treatment. Forensic Gait Analysis details the more recent, and rapidly developing,
use of gait analysis in the forensic sciences. The book considers the use of observational gait analysis, based on video
recordings, to assist in the process of identification or exclusion. With the increase in use of CCTV and surveillance systems
over the last 20 to 30 years, there has been a steady and rapid increase in the use of gait as evidence. Currently, gait
analysis is widely used in the UK in criminal investigations, with increasing awareness of its potential use in the US, Europe,
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and globally. The book details the history of the science, current practices, and of the emergent application to establish
best-practice standards that conform to those of other forensic science disciplines. Engagement with the Forensic Science
Regulator, and the Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences in the UK, and the International Association for Identification has
helped to ensure and enhance the quality assurance of forensic gait analysis. However, there remains a fundamental lack of
standardized training and methodology for use in evidentiary and investigative casework. This book fills that void, serving
as one of the first to describe the current state of practice, capabilities and limitations, and to outline methods, standards of
practice and expectations of the gait analyst as a forensic practitioner. Forensic Gait Analysis reflects current research and
forensic practice and will serve as a state-of-the-art guide to the use of gait analysis in the forensic context—for both
education and training purposes. It will be a welcome addition to the libraries of professionals in the areas of podiatry, gait
analysis, forensic video analysis, law enforcement, and legal practice.

Running With Scissors
An unusual and uncommonly moving family memoir, with a twist that give new meaning to hindsight, insight, and
forgiveness. Heather Sellers is face-blind-that is, she has prosopagnosia, a rare neurological condition that prevents her
from reliably recognizing people's faces. Growing up, unaware of the reason for her perpetual confusion and anxiety, she
took what cues she could from speech, hairstyle, and gait. But she sometimes kissed a stranger, thinking he was her
boyfriend, or failed to recognize even her own father and mother. She feared she must be crazy. Yet it was her mother who
nailed windows shut and covered them with blankets, made her daughter walk on her knees to spare the carpeting, had her
practice secret words to use in the likely event of abduction. Her father went on weeklong "fishing trips" (aka benders), took
in drifters, wore panty hose and bras under his regular clothes. Heather clung to a barely coherent story of a "normal"
childhood in order to survive the one she had. That fairy tale unraveled two decades later when Heather took the man she
would marry home to meet her parents and began to discover the truth about her family and about herself. As she came at
last to trust her own perceptions, she learned the gift of perspective: that embracing the past as it is allows us to let it go.
And she illuminated a deeper truth-that even in the most flawed circumstances, love may be seen and felt. Watch a Video

Social Media in Higher Education: Case Studies, Reflections and Analysis
How does social media affect working life in Higher Education? How are universities harnessing its power to aid student
learning? This innovative collection brings together academics and those working in professional services to examine these
questions and more. The diverse and expert contributors analyse the many ways social media can be used to enhance
teaching and learning, research, professional practice, leadership, networking and career development. The impact of social
media is evaluated critically, with an eye both to the benefits and the problems of using these new forms of digital
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communication. This is the first volume to give such detailed attention to this area of high interest. Its innovative approach
extends to its creation, with contributors found via their presence on Twitter. The short and impactful chapters are
accessible while retaining an academic focus through their application of relevant learning theories and educational
context. Social Media and Higher Education is essential reading for any professional working in higher education, including
lecturers teaching education courses. It is also significant for researchers looking at more recent developments in the field
and what it means to work in a modern higher education environment.

Jesus Land
Finally joining their father in America, Ajay and Birju enjoy their new, extraordinary life until tragedy strikes, leaving one
brother incapacitated and the other practically orphaned in this strange land in the second novel from the author of An
Obedient Father. 30,000 first printing.

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key
A New York Times bestseller: A memoir that “will break your heart and mend it again, but it won’t stop haunting you”
(Entertainment Weekly). An ALA Alex Award Winner Julia and her adopted brother, David, are sixteen years old. Julia is
white. David is black. It is the mid-1980s and their family has just moved to rural Indiana, a landscape of cottonwood trees,
trailer parks, and all-encompassing racism. At home lives a distant mother—more involved with her church’s missionaries
than her own children—and a violent father. In this riveting and heartrending memoir, Julia Scheeres takes us from the
Midwest to a place beyond imagining. Surrounded by natural beauty, the Escuela Caribe—a religious reform school in the
Dominican Republic—is characterized by a disciplinary regime that extracts repentance from its students by any means
necessary. As Julia and David strive to make it through these ordeals, their tale is relayed here with startling immediacy,
extreme candor, and “unadorned, dark humor” (Los Angeles Times). “Exquisitely wrought . . . Scheeres emerged with
sensibilities intact and learned that love can flourish even in the harshest climates.” —People “A page-turner . . . shot
through with poignancy.” —The New York Times Book Review

Possible Side Effects
Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can make the world right.
Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their
devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of
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abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis,
Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San
Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I
met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. Poetic and powerful, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people read. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou confronts her own life with such a moving wonder, such a
luminous dignity.”—James Baldwin From the Paperback edition.

A Wolf at the Table
Running with Scissors meets Bewitched in this irresistible memoir, as Philip Smith describes growing up in 1960s Miami with
his decorator father, who one day discovers he has the miraculous power to talk to the dead and heal the sick. After a full
day of creating beautiful interiors for the rich and famous, Lew Smith would come home, take off his tie, and get down to
his real work as a psychic healer who miraculously cured thousands of people. For his son, Philip, watching his father
transform himself, at a moment's notice, from gracious society decorator into a healer with supernatural powers was a bit
like living with Clark Kent and Superman. Walking Through Walls is Philip Smith's astonishing memoir of growing up in a
household where séances, talking spirits, and exorcisms were daily occurrences, and inexplicable psychic healings resulted
in visitors suddenly discarding their crutches and wheelchairs or being cured of fatal diseases. While there are benefits to
having a miracle man in the house, Philip soon discovers the downside of living with a father who psychically knows
everything he is doing. Surrounded by invisible spirits who tend to behave like nagging relatives, Philip looks for ways to
escape his mystical home life -- including forays into sex, surfing, and even Scientology. By turns hilarious and profound,
Walking Through Walls recounts Philip Smith's often bizarre but always magical coming of age in a household that felt like a
cross between Lourdes and the set of Rosemary's Baby, and shows how he managed to map out his own identity in the
shadow of a father who, truly, loomed larger than life itself.

The Glass Castle
A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with autism who sets out to solve the murder of a
neighbor's dog and discovers unexpected truths about himself and the world. Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their
capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He
cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the
suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in
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recent years.

Sigh, Gone
Now including an excerpt from Lust & Wonder, a new memoir coming in March 2016. Running with Scissors is the true story
of a boy whose mother (a poet with delusions of Anne Sexton) gave him away to be raised by her psychiatrist, a dead-ringer
for Santa and a lunatic in the bargain. Suddenly, at age twelve, Augusten Burroughs found himself living in a dilapidated
Victorian in perfect squalor. The doctor's bizarre family, a few patients, and a pedophile living in the backyard shed
completed the tableau. Here, there were no rules, there was no school. The Christmas tree stayed up until summer, and
Valium was eaten like Pez. And when things got dull, there was always the vintage electroshock therapy machine under the
stairs. Running with Scissors is at turns foul and harrowing, compelling and maniacally funny. But above all, it chronicles an
ordinary boy's survival under the most extraordinary circumstances.

Dandelion Wine
The instant New York Times bestseller Lust: 1. intense sexual desire or appetite 2.a passionate or overmastering desire or
craving 3.ardent enthusiasm; zest; relish. Wonder: 1. something strange and surprising; a cause of surprise,
astonishment,or admiration 2. the emotion excited by what is strange and surprising; a feeling of surprised or puzzled
interest, sometimes tinged with admiration 3. a miraculous deed or event; remarkable phenomenon From the beloved #1
New York Times bestselling author comes an intimate look at the driving forces in one man’s life. With Augusten's unique
and singular observations and his own unabashed way of detailing both the horrific and the humorous, Lust and Wonder is a
hilariously frank memoir that his legions of fans have been waiting for. His story began in Running with Scissors, endured
through Dry, and continues with this memoir, the capstone to the life of Augusten Burroughs. Funny, sweet, alarming, and
ultimately, moving and tender, Lust & Wonder is an experience of a book that will resonate with anyone who has loved and
lost and loved again.

Redesigning Life
Another classic from the author of the internationally bestselling The Outsiders Continue celebrating 50 years of The
Outsiders by reading this companion novel. That Was Then, This is Now is S. E. Hinton's moving portrait of the bond
between best friends Bryon and Mark and the tensions that develop between them as they begin to grow up and grow
apart. "A mature, disciplined novel which excites a response in the reader . . . Hard to forget."—The New York Times
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Howtobuildadragonordietrying:asatiricallookatcutting-edgescience
A tale of deep bonds to family, place, language—of hard-won selfhood told by a singular, incandescent voice. The Magical
Language of Others is a powerful and aching love story in letters, from mother to daughter. After living in America for over
a decade, Eun Ji Koh’s parents return to South Korea for work, leaving fifteen-year-old Eun Ji and her brother behind in
California. Overnight, Eun Ji finds herself abandoned and adrift in a world made strange by her mother’s absence. Her
mother writes letters, in Korean, over the years seeking forgiveness and love—letters Eun Ji cannot fully understand until
she finds them years later hidden in a box. As Eun Ji translates the letters, she looks to history—her grandmother Jun’s
years as a lovesick wife in Daejeon, the horrors her grandmother Kumiko witnessed during the Jeju Island Massacre—and to
poetry, as well as her own lived experience to answer questions inside all of us. Where do the stories of our mothers and
grandmothers end and ours begin? How do we find words—in Korean, Japanese, English, or any language—to articulate the
profound ways that distance can shape love? Eun Ji Koh fearlessly grapples with forgiveness, reconciliation, legacy, and
intergenerational trauma, arriving at insights that are essential reading for anyone who has ever had to balance love,
longing, heartbreak, and joy. The Magical Language of Others weaves a profound tale of hard-won selfhood and our deep
bonds to family, place, and language, introducing—in Eun Ji Koh—a singular, incandescent voice.

Look Me in the Eye
As The Giving Tree turns fifty, this timeless classic is available for the first time ever in ebook format. This digital edition
allows young readers and lifelong fans to continue the legacy and love of a household classic that will now reach an even
wider audience. Never before have Shel Silverstein's children's books appeared in a format other than hardcover. Since it
was first published fifty years ago, Shel Silverstein's poignant picture book for readers of all ages has offered a touching
interpretation of the gift of giving and a serene acceptance of another's capacity to love in return. Shel Silverstein's
incomparable career as a bestselling children's book author and illustrator began with Lafcadio, the Lion Who Shot Back. He
is also the creator of picture books including A Giraffe and a Half, Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros?, The Missing Piece, The
Missing Piece Meets the Big O, and the perennial favorite The Giving Tree, and of classic poetry collections such as Where
the Sidewalk Ends, A Light in the Attic, Falling Up, Every Thing On It, Don't Bump the Glump!, and Runny Babbit. And don't
miss these other Shel Silverstein ebooks, Where the Sidewalk Ends, and A Light in the Attic!

Running with Scissors
From the million-copy bestselling author of Running with Scissors comes Augusten Burroughs's most provocative collection
yet. This book is approved for consumption by those seeking pleasure, escape, amusement, enlightenment, or general
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distraction. This book is not approved to treat disorders such as eBay addiction or incessant blind dating. In studies, some
people reported inappropriate, convulsive laughter, a tingling sensation in the limbs, and sudden gasping. Fewer than 1
percent reported narcolepsy. Doll collectors may experience special sensitivity, as may discourteous drivers, candycompany brand managers, and nicotine-gum users. This book has been shown to be especially helpful to those with
parents, grandparents, life partners, and incontinent dogs. People with dry, cracked skin have responded well to this book,
as have people with certain heart conditions. Do not operate heavy machinery while reading this book, until you know what
effects it may have on you. This text is contraindicated in those suffering from certain psychiatric disorders, including---but
not limited to---readers afflicted with anhedonia, which is the inability to experience pleasure. Ask your doctor about
Possible Side Effects.

Toil & Trouble
The #1 New York Times bestselling (mostly true) memoir from the hilarious author of Furiously Happy. “Gaspingly funny
and wonderfully inappropriate.”—O, The Oprah Magazine When Jenny Lawson was little, all she ever wanted was to fit in.
That dream was cut short by her fantastically unbalanced father and a morbidly eccentric childhood. It did, however, open
up an opportunity for Lawson to find the humor in the strange shame-spiral that is her life, and we are all the better for it. In
the irreverent Let’s Pretend This Never Happened, Lawson’s long-suffering husband and sweet daughter help her uncover
the surprising discovery that the most terribly human moments—the ones we want to pretend never happened—are the
very same moments that make us the people we are today. For every intellectual misfit who thought they were the only
ones to think the things that Lawson dares to say out loud, this is a poignant and hysterical look at the dark, disturbing, yet
wonderful moments of our lives. Readers Guide Inside

Dry
In the unusual world of Green Town, Illinois, a twelve-year-old discovers the wonders of reality and the power of imagination
during the summer of 1928

The Purity Myth
A Publishers Weekly Top Ten Best Book of the Year An Amazon.com Top Ten Best Book of 2009 A Washington Post Book
World’s Ten Best Book of the Year A California Literary Review Best Book of 2009 An L.A. Times Top 25 Non-Fiction Book of
2009 An NPR Best Book of the Year, Best Memoir With this stunning graphic memoir, David Small takes readers on an
unforgettable journey into the dark heart of his tumultuous childhood in 1950s Detroit, in a coming-of-age tale like no other.
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At the age of fourteen, David awoke from a supposedly harmless operation to discover his throat had been slashed and one
of his vocal chords removed, leaving him a virtual mute. No one had told him that he had cancer and was expected to die.
The resulting silence was in keeping with the atmosphere of secrecy and repressed frustration that pervaded the Small
household and revealed itself in the slamming of cupboard doors, the thumping of a punching bag, the beating of a drum.
Believing that they were doing their best, David’s parents did just the reverse. David’s mother held the family emotionally
hostage with her furious withdrawals, even as she kept her emotions hidden — including from herself. His father, rarely
present, was a radiologist, and although David grew up looking at X-rays and drawing on X-ray paper, it would be years
before he discovered the shocking consequences of his father’s faith in science. A work of great bravery and humanity,
Stitches is a gripping and ultimately redemptive story of a man’s struggle to understand the past and reclaim his voice.

Forensic Gait Analysis
Ben's story takes place in 1977 and is told in words. Rose's story in 1927 is told entirely in pictures. Ever since his mother
died, Ben feels lost. At home with her father, Rose feels alone. When Ben finds a mysterious clue hidden in his mother's
room, and when a tempting opportunity presents itself to Rose, both children risk everything to find what's missing. Rich,
complex, affecting and beautiful, WONDERSTRUCK is a staggering achievement from a uniquely gifted artist.

Hollywood Park
The United States is obsessed with virginity - from the media to schools to government agencies. This panic is ensuring that
young women's ability to be moral agents is absolutely dependent on their sexuality. Jessica Valenti, executive editor of
Feministing.com and author of Full Frontal Feminism and Yes Means Yes, addresses this poignant issue in her latest book,
The Purity Myth. Valenti argues that the country's intense focus on chastity is extremely damaging to young women.
Through in depth analysis of cultural stereotypes and media messages, Valenti reveals that powerful messages - ranging
from abstinence curriculum to ''Girls Gone Wild'' commercials - place a young woman's worth entirely on her sexuality.
Morals are therefore linked purely to sexual behavior, as opposed to values like honesty, kindness, and altruism. Valenti
approaches the topic head-on, shedding light on chastity in a historical context, abstinence-only education, pornography,
and public punishments for those who dare to have sex, among other critical issues. She also offers solutions that pave the
way for a future without a damaging emphasis on virginity, including a call to rethink male sexuality and reframing the idea
of ''losing it.'' With Valenti's usual balance of intelligence and wit, The Purity Myth presents a powerful and revolutionary
argument that girls and women, even in this day and age, are overly valued for their sexuality, and that this needs to stop.

Walking Through Walls
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The hilarious first novel by the #1 bestselling author of Running with Scissors, Dry, A Wolf at the Table, and You Better Not
Cry, Sellevision is Augusten Burrough's darkly funny and vastly entertaining skewering of a very troubled home-shopping
channel. Welcome to the world of Sellevision, America's premier retail broadcasting network. When Max Andrews, the much
loved and handsome (that is, lonely and gay) host of a "Toys for Tots" segment, accidentally exposes himself in front of
millions of kids, Sellevision faces its first big scandal. As Max struggles to find a new job in television, the popular and perky
host Peggy Jean Smythe is receiving sinister emails from a stalker. Popping pills and drinking heavily, she fails to notice that
her husband is spending a lot of time with the young babysitter who lives next door. Then there's Leigh, whose affair with
married Sellevision boss Howard Toast is going nowhere until she announces their relationship on air. A blistering satire of
our overcharged, scandal-obsessed world, Sellevision is "an absolute howl . . . wicked fun" (New York Daily News).

Wonderstruck
Class-tested and coherent, this textbook teaches classical and web information retrieval, including web search and the
related areas of text classification and text clustering from basic concepts. It gives an up-to-date treatment of all aspects of
the design and implementation of systems for gathering, indexing, and searching documents; methods for evaluating
systems; and an introduction to the use of machine learning methods on text collections. All the important ideas are
explained using examples and figures, making it perfect for introductory courses in information retrieval for advanced
undergraduates and graduate students in computer science. Based on feedback from extensive classroom experience, the
book has been carefully structured in order to make teaching more natural and effective. Slides and additional exercises
(with solutions for lecturers) are also available through the book's supporting website to help course instructors prepare
their lectures.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
What if you could have your own real dragon? While that might seem like just a fantasy, today cutting-edge science has
brought us to the point where it might really be possible. This book looks into the possibilities of making living, firebreathing dragons. The world has been fascinated with dragons for thousands of years. Fictional dragons still have a firm
place in pop culture, such as Smaug from The Hobbit as well as the dragons in Game of Thrones and in the How to Train
Your Dragon movies. This new book discusses using powerful technologies such as CRISPR gene editing, stem cells, and
bioengineering to make real dragons. It also goes through what useful information we can learn from animals such as
Pteranodons and amazing present-day creatures in our quest to build actual dragons. The book goes on to discuss the
possibility of building other mythical creatures such as unicorns and mermaids. Overall, How to Build A Dragon is also
meant as a satirical look at cutting-edge science, and it pokes fun at science hype. Anyone who is interested in dragons or
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cutting-edge science will enjoy this book! It is written in a humorous, approachable way making science fun and easy to
understand, including for young adults.The author is well-known scientist Paul Knoepfler who is familiar to the public for his
science, his blog The Niche, and his frequent contributions to lay stories on new science concepts such as stem cells and
CRISPR. He also is known for his TED talk on designer babies with more than 1.3 million views, and his two books — . The coauthor, his daughter Julie Knoepfler, is a high school student interested in science and writing. She has her own blog on
literary and film analysis, and enjoys taking a humorous look at culture through writing.

Lust & Wonder
Beautiful and wealthy Antoinette Cosway's passionate love for an English aristocrat threatens to destroy her idyllic West
Indian island existence and her very life

Family Life: A Novel
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “As sweet and funny and sad and true and heartfelt a memoir as one could find.” —from the
foreword by Augusten Burroughs Ever since he was young, John Robison longed to connect with other people, but by the
time he was a teenager, his odd habits—an inclination to blurt out non sequiturs, avoid eye contact, dismantle radios, and
dig five-foot holes (and stick his younger brother, Augusten Burroughs, in them)—had earned him the label “social deviant.”
It was not until he was forty that he was diagnosed with a form of autism called Asperger’s syndrome. That understanding
transformed the way he saw himself—and the world. A born storyteller, Robison has written a moving, darkly funny memoir
about a life that has taken him from developing exploding guitars for KISS to building a family of his own. It’s a strange, sly,
indelible account—sometimes alien yet always deeply human.

Sellevision
"As a little boy, I had a dream that my father had taken me to the woods where there was a dead body. He buried it and
told me I must never tell. It was the only thing we'd ever done together as father and son, and I promised not to tell. But
unlike most dreams, the memory of this one never left me. And sometimesI wasn't altogether sure about one thing: was it
just a dream?" When Augusten Burroughs was small, his father was a shadowy presence in his life: a form on the stairs, a
cough from the basement, a silent figure smoking a cigarette in the dark. As Augusten grew older, something sinister within
his father began to unfurl. Something dark and secretive that could not be named. Betrayal after shocking betrayal ensued,
and Augusten's childhood was over. The kind of father he wanted didn't exist for him. This father was distant, aloof,
uninterested And then the "games" began. With A Wolf at the Table, Augusten Burroughs makes a quantum leap into
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untapped emotional terrain: the radical pendulum swing between love and hate, the unspeakably terrifying relationship
between father and son. Told with scorching honesty and penetrating insight, it is a story for anyone who has ever longed
for unconditional love from a parent. Though harrowing and brutal, A Wolf at the Table will ultimately leave you buoyed with
the profound joy of simply being alive. It's a memoir of stunning psychological cruelty and the redemptive power of hope.

That Was Then, This Is Now
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were their curse and their salvation. Rex
and Rose Mary and their four children lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the
mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how
to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family.
When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town Rex had tried to escape. As the
dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found the resources and will
to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that, despite
its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.

Shiloh
You've eaten too much candy at Christmasbut have you ever eaten the face off a six-footstuffed Santa? You've seen
gingerbread housesbut have you ever made your own gingerbread tenement? You've woken up with a hangoverbut have
you ever woken up next to Kris Kringle himself? Augusten Burroughs has, and in this caustically funny, nostalgic, poignant,
and moving collection he recounts Christmases past and present—as only he could. With gimleteyed wit and illuminated
prose, Augusten shows how the holidays bring out the worst in us and sometimes, just sometimes, the very, very best.

This Is How
Wide Sargasso Sea
**THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** “A Gen-X This Boy’s LifeMusic and his fierce brilliance boost Jollett; a
visceral urge to leave his background behind propels him to excel In the end, Jollett shakes off the past to become the
captain of his own soul. Hollywood Park is a triumph." —O, The Oprah Magazine "This moving and profound memoir is for
anyone who loves a good redemption story." —Good Morning America, 20 Books We're Excited for in 2020 "Several years
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ago, Jollett began writing Hollywood Park, the gripping and brutally honest memoir of his life. Published in the middle of the
pandemic, it has gone on to become one of the summer’s most celebrated books and a New York Times best seller" –Los
Angeles Magazine HOLLYWOOD PARK is a remarkable memoir of a tumultuous life. Mikel Jollett was born into one of the
country’s most infamous cults, and subjected to a childhood filled with poverty, addiction, and emotional abuse. Yet,
ultimately, his is a story of fierce love and family loyalty told in a raw, poetic voice that signals the emergence of a uniquely
gifted writer. We were never young. We were just too afraid of ourselves. No one told us who we were or what we were or
where all our parents went. They would arrive like ghosts, visiting us for a morning, an afternoon. They would sit with us or
walk around the grounds, to laugh or cry or toss us in the air while we screamed. Then they’d disappear again, for weeks,
for months, for years, leaving us alone with our memories and dreams, our questions and confusion. So begins Hollywood
Park, Mikel Jollett’s remarkable memoir. His story opens in an experimental commune in California, which later morphed
into the Church of Synanon, one of the country’s most infamous and dangerous cults. Per the leader’s mandate, all children,
including Jollett and his older brother, were separated from their parents when they were six months old, and handed over
to the cult’s “School.” After spending years in what was essentially an orphanage, Mikel escaped the cult one morning with
his mother and older brother. But in many ways, life outside Synanon was even harder and more erratic. In his raw, poetic
and powerful voice, Jollett portrays a childhood filled with abject poverty, trauma, emotional abuse, delinquency and the
lure of drugs and alcohol. Raised by a clinically depressed mother, tormented by his angry older brother, subjected to the
unpredictability of troubled step-fathers and longing for contact with his father, a former heroin addict and ex-con, Jollett
slowly, often painfully, builds a life that leads him to Stanford University and, eventually, to finding his voice as a writer and
musician. Hollywood Park is told at first through the limited perspective of a child, and then broadens as Jollett begins to
understand the world around him. Although Mikel Jollett’s story is filled with heartbreak, it is ultimately an unforgettable
portrayal of love at its fiercest and most loyal.

Magical Thinking
The Tenth Anniversary Edition of the New York Times bestselling book that has sold over half a million copies in paperback.
"I was addicted to "Bewitched" as a kid. I worshipped Darren Stevens the First. When he'd come home from work and
Samantha would say, ‘Darren, would you like me to fix you a drink?' He'd always rest his briefcase on the table below the
mirror in the foyer, wipe his forehead with a monogrammed handkerchief and say, ‘Better make it a double.'" (from Chapter
Two) You may not know it, but you've met Augusten Burroughs. You've seen him on the street, in bars, on the subway, at
restaurants: a twentysomething guy, nice suit, works in advertising. Regular. Ordinary. But when the ordinary person had
two drinks, Augusten was circling the drain by having twelve; when the ordinary person went home at midnight, Augusten
never went home at all. Loud, distracting ties, automated wake-up calls and cologne on the tongue could only hide so much
for so long. At the request (well, it wasn't really a request) of his employers, Augusten lands in rehab, where his dreams of
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group therapy with Robert Downey Jr. are immediately dashed by grim reality of fluorescent lighting and paper hospital
slippers. But when Augusten is forced to examine himself, something actually starts to click and that's when he finds
himself in the worst trouble of all. Because when his thirty days are up, he has to return to his same drunken Manhattan
life—and live it sober. What follows is a memoir that's as moving as it is funny, as heartbreaking as it is true. Dry is the
story of love, loss, and Starbucks as a Higher Power.

It's Kind of a Funny Story
A collection of personal writings features observations on such topics as a contest of wills with a deranged cleaning lady,
the emotional side of killing a rodent in one's home, and the brief fame that accompanies starring in a commercial.

Sense and Sensibility
The #1 New York Times Bestseller An Entertainment Weekly Top Ten Book of the Year Now a Major Motion Picture This is
the true story of a boy who wanted to grow up with the Brady Bunch, but ended up living with the Addams Family. Augusten
Burroughs's mother gave him away to be raised by her psychiatrist, a dead ringer for Santa Claus and a certifiable lunatic
into the bargain. The doctor's bizarre family, a few patients and a sinister man living in the garden shed completed the
tableau. In the perfect squalor of their dilapidated Victorian house, there were no rules and there was no school. The
Christmas tree stayed up until summer and Valium was chomped down like sweets. And when things got a bit slow, there
was always the ancient electroshock therapy machine under the stairs 'This is the Brady Bunch on Viagra it is impossible
not to laugh at all the jokes; to admire the sardonic, fetid tone; to wonder, slack-jawed and agog, at the sheer looniness of
the vista he conjures up' -- Rachel Cooke, Observer

Let's Pretend This Never Happened
Draws on the author's roller-coaster experiences with limited opportunities, successes and failures while offering darkly
whimsical, no-holds-barred advice on surviving everything from riding elevators and gaining weight to finishing drinks and
finding love. By the author of Running With Scissors. 350,000 first printing.

The Giving Tree
Like many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into Manhattan's Executive Pre-Professional High
School as the ticket to his future. Determined to succeed at life—which means getting into the right high school to get into
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the right college to get the right job—Craig studies night and day to ace the entrance exam, and does. That's when things
start to get crazy. At his new school, Craig realizes that he isn't brilliant compared to the other kids; he's just average, and
maybe not even that. He soon sees his once-perfect future crumbling away.

You Don't Look Like Anyone I Know
Six teens must band together to survive after a shooting breaks out in this high-stakes thriller by New York Timesbestselling author April Henry. When a deadly shooting breaks out in a Portland shopping mall, a diverse group of teens
ends up trapped behind a store’s security shutter. To her own surprise, seventeen-year-old Miranda finds the others looking
to her as their leader. But she’s hiding a big secret—and she’s not the only one. The group has only three choices: Run,
hide, or fight back. The wrong decision will have fatal consequences. In her masterful style, April Henry crafts an
unrelenting thriller with empowering teen heroes. For fans of the breakout YA mysteries This Is Where It Ends and One of Us
Is Lying. Christy Ottaviano Books
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