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Behind the Scenes at the Museum
In Love and War weaves fact and fiction to create a sweeping portrait of a city at
war. The novel is told through the eyes, letters and journals of Esmond Lowndes,
who comes to Italy a lost and lonely young man in the shadow of his politician
father. Through his friendships with a striking cast of contemporary characters,
from the poet Ezra Pound to Alice Keppel, a former royal mistress, Esmond begins
to leave his early disappointments behind him. On the cobbles of Florence's manystoried streets, he deepens his appreciation of art and literature, and falls in love.
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With the coming of war, Esmond finds himself stranded in a city of enemies,
hunted by the malevolent Mario Carità, head of the Fascist secret police. He
retreats into the hills above Florence, taking with him a painting that has come to
assert a profound hold over him. When the Nazis arrive, Esmond is drawn into
Giustizia e Libertà, the Resistance movement, and is soon helping to spirit refugees
to safety, to hide the city's Jews. With his lover, Ada, at his side, he is at the centre
of assassination plots, shoot-outs and car chases, culminating in a final mission of
extraordinary daring. In Love and War is a novel that will take you deep into the
secret heart of history, meticulously researched and full of period detail. It is a
novel of art and letters, of bawdy raconteurs and dashing spies. With Esmond
Lowndes you will see the beauty of Florence as never before, and feel the horror of
war as it sweeps over the city's terracotta rooftops. Inspired by a host of real-life
stories, In Love and War is both epic and intimate, harrowing and heartwarming.

Madame Zero
In a world where every word and gesture is copyrighted, patented or trademarked,
one girl elects to remain silent rather than pay to speak, and her defiant and
unexpected silence threatens to unravel the very fabric of society. Speth Jime is
anxious to deliver her Last Day speech and celebrate her transition into adulthood.
The moment she turns fifteen, Speth must pay for every word she speaks (“Sorry”
is a flat ten dollars and a legal admission of guilt), for every nod ($0.99/sec), for
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every scream ($0.99/sec) and even every gesture of affection. She’s been raised to
know the consequences of falling into debt, and can’t begin to imagine the pain of
having her eyes shocked for speaking words that she’s unable to afford. But when
Speth’s friend Beecher commits suicide rather than work off his family’s crippling
debt, she can’t express her shock and dismay without breaking her Last Day
contract and sending her family into Collection. Backed into a corner, Speth finds a
loophole: rather than read her speech—rather than say anything at all—she closes
her mouth and vows never to speak again. Speth’s unexpected defiance of
tradition sparks a media frenzy, inspiring others to follow in her footsteps, and
threatens to destroy her, her family and the entire city around them.

In Love and War
SHORTLISTED for the 2011 Man Booker Prize for Fiction An intense psychological
drama that echoes sophisticated entertainments like Gorky Park and The Talented
Mr. Ripley. Nick Platt is a British lawyer working in Moscow in the early 2000s—a
place where the cascade of oil money, the tightening grip of the government, the
jostling of the oligarchs, and the loosening of Soviet social mores have led to a
culture where corruption, decadence, violence, and betrayal define everyday life.
Nick doesn’t ask too many questions about the shady deals he works on—he’s too
busy enjoying the exotic, surreally sinful nightlife Moscow has to offer. One day in
the subway, he rescues two willowy sisters, Masha and Katya, from a would-be
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purse snatcher. Soon Nick, the seductive Masha, and long-limbed Katya are
cruising the seamy glamour spots of the city. Nick begins to feel something for
Masha that he is pleased to think is love. Then the sisters ask Nick to help their
aged aunt, Tatiana, find a new apartment. Of course, nothing is as it
seems—including this extraordinary debut novel. The twists in the story take it far
beyond its noirish frame—the sordid and vivid portrayal of Moscow serves as a
backdrop for a book that examines the irresistible allure of sin, featuring
characters whose hearts are as cold as the Russian winter.

The Wind Is Not a River
A striking historical novel about an ordinary young British woman sent to uncover a
network of spies and war criminals in post-war Germany that will appeal to fans of
The Huntress and Transcription. World War II has just ended, and Britain has
established the Control Commission for Germany, which oversees their zone of
occupation. The Control Commission hires British civilians to work in Germany,
rebuild the shattered nation and prosecute war crimes. Somewhat aimless, bored
with her job as a provincial schoolteacher, and unwilling to live with her
overbearing mother any longer, thirtysomething Edith Graham applies for a job
with the Commission—but she is also recruited by her cousin, Leo, who is in the
Secret Service. To them, Edith is perfect spy materialsingle, ordinary-looking, with
a college degree in German. Cousin Leo went to Oxford with one of their most
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hunted war criminals, Count Kurt von Stavenow, who Edith remembers all too well
from before the war. He wants her to find him. Intrigued by the challenge, Edith
heads to Germany armed with a convincing cover story: she's an unassuming
Education Officer sent to help resurrect German schools. To send information back
to her Secret Service handlers in London, Edith has crafted the perfect alter ego,
cookbook author Stella Snelling, who writes a popular magazine cookery column.
She embeds crucial intelligence within the recipes she collects. But occupied
Germany is awash with other spies, collaborators, and opportunists, and as she's
pulled into their world, Edith soon discovers that no one is what they seem to be.
The closer she gets to uncovering von Stavenow's whereabouts--and the network
of German civilians who still support him--the greater the danger. With a unique,
compelling premise, Miss Graham's Cold War Cookbook is a beautifully crafted and
gripping novel about daring, betrayal, and female friendship.

Conscience
The acclaimed New York Times bestselling tour de force historical mystery from
Monica Hesse, the award-winning author of Girl in the Blue Coat. Germany, 1945.
The soldiers who liberated the Gross-Rosen concentration camp said the war was
over, but nothing feels over to eighteen-year-old Zofia Lederman. Her body has
barely begun to heal, her mind feels broken. And her life is completely shattered:
Three years ago, she and her younger brother, Abek, were the only members of
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their family to be sent to the right, away from the gas chambers of AuschwitzBirkenau. Everyone else--her parents, her grandmother, radiant Aunt Maja--they
went left. Zofia's last words to her brother were a promise: Abek to Zofia, A to Z.
When I find you again, we will fill our alphabet. Now her journey to fulfill that vow
takes her through Poland and Germany, and into a displaced persons camp where
everyone she meets is trying to piece together a future from a painful past: Miriam,
desperately searching for the twin she was separated from after they survived
medical experimentation. Breine, a former heiress, who now longs only for a simple
wedding with her new fiancé. And Josef, who guards his past behind a wall of
secrets, and is beautiful and strange and magnetic all at once. But the deeper
Zofia digs, the more impossible her search seems. How can she find one boy in a
sea of the missing? In the rubble of a broken continent, Zofia must delve into a
mystery whose answers could break her--or help her rebuild her world.

Snowdrops
Brutal yet heartbreaking, The Undertaking is an immensely powerful first novel set
in Germany and the Soviet Union during World War II Desperate to escape the
Eastern front, Peter Faber, an ordinary German soldier, marries Katharina Spinell, a
woman he has never met; it is a marriage of convenience that promises
"honeymoon" leave for him and a pension for her should he die on the front. With
ten days' leave secured, Peter visits his new wife in Berlin, and both are surprised
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by the attraction that develops between them. When Peter returns to the horror of
the front, it is only the dream of Katharina that sustains him as he approaches
Stalingrad. Back in Berlin, Katharina, goaded on by her desperate and delusional
parents, ruthlessly works her way into the Nazi party hierarchy, wedding herself,
her young husband and their unborn child to the regime. But when the tide of war
turns and Berlin falls, Peter and Katharina, ordinary people stained with their small
share of an extraordinary guilt, find their simple dream of family increasingly hard
to hold on to . . .

Her Fearful Symmetry
Collected and introduced by the bestselling author of The Time Traveler’s Wife and
Her Fearful Symmetry—including her own fabulous new illustrations for each piece,
and a new story by Niffenegger—this is a unique and haunting anthology of some
of the best ghost stories of all time. From Edgar Allen Poe to Kelly Link, M.R. James
to Neil Gaiman, H. H. Munro to Audrey Niffenegger herself, Ghostly reveals the
evolution of the ghost story genre with tales going back to the eighteenth century
and into the modern era, ranging across styles from Gothic Horror to Victorian,
with a particular bent toward stories about haunting—haunted children, animals,
houses. Every story is introduced by Audrey Niffenegger, an acclaimed master of
the craft, with some words on its background and why she chose to include it.
Niffenegger’s own story is, “A Secret Life With Cats.” Perfect for the classic and
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contemporary ghost story aficionado, this is a delightful volume, beautifully
illustrated. Ghostly showcases the best of the best in the field, including Edith
Wharton, P.G. Wodehouse, A.S. Byatt, Ray Bradbury, and so many more.

The Bookshop
‘For seventy years now Desert Island Discs has managed that rare feat – to be both
enduring and relevant. By casting away the biggest names of the day in science,
business, politics, showbiz, sport and the arts, it presents a cross-sectional
snapshot of the times in which we live. As the decades have passed, the
programme has kept pace; never frozen in time yet always, somehow,
comfortingly the same.’ Kirsty Young BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs celebrates
its seventieth birthday in 2012. Since the programme’s deviser Roy Plomley
interviewed comedian Vic Oliver in January 1942, nearly 3,000 distinguished
people from all walks of life have been stranded on the mythical island,
accompanied by only eight records, one book and a luxury. Here the story of one
of BBC Radio 4’s favourite programmes is chronicled through a special selection of
castaways. Roy Plomley, inventor of the programme as well as its presenter for
over forty years, quizzes the young Cliff Richard about ‘these rather frenzied
movements’ the 1960s pop sensation makes on the stage. Robert Maxwell tells
Plomley’s successor Michael Parkinson that ‘I will have left the world a slightly
better place by having lived in it.’ Diana Mosley assures Sue Lawley that Adolf
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Hitler was ‘extraordinarily fascinating’ and had mesmeric blue eyes. And Johnny
Vegas tugs Kirsty Young’s heart-strings with his account of a childhood so
impoverished that family pets were fair game: ‘My dad had always claimed that
rabbits were livestock, but we’d never eaten one before.’ Desert Island Discs is
much more than a radio programme. It is a unique and enduringly popular take on
our lives and times – and this extensively illustrated book tells in rich detail the
colourful and absorbing story of an extraordinary institution.

Brodeck
From the #1 internationally bestselling author comes her next heartwarming and
comforting Irish-set novel about the complexities of lifelong friendship, perfect for
fans of Maeve Binchy and Cathy Kelly. When are the boundaries of friendship
pushed too far, and when is it time to stop flying over oceans for someone who
wouldn’t jump over a puddle for you? There comes a time when Hilary Hammond
has to make that call. Hilary and Colette O’Mahony have been friends since
childhood, but when irrepressible Jonathan Harpur breezes into Hilary’s life and
goes into business with her, Colette is not pleased. After their first encounter,
Colette thinks he’s a “pushy upstart” while he thinks she’s “a snobby little diva.”
And so the battle lines are drawn—and Hilary is square in the middle. But as the
years roll by and each of them is faced with difficult times and tough decisions, one
thing is clear: to have a friend you must be a friend.
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A Time for Friends
Follows the passions and fortunes of three neighboring families living in a tiny
remote village in the Austrial Alps from 1909 to the late 1970s

Viper Wine
From one of the most accomplished British writers working today, the Man Booker
Prize-shortlisted author of The Wolf Border, comes a unique and arresting
collection of short fiction that is both disturbing and dazzling. Sarah Hall has been
hailed as "one of the most significant and exciting of Britain’s young novelists"
(The Guardian), a writer whose "intelligence and ambition are thrilling to behold"
(BookForum). Her work has been acclaimed as "amazing . . . terrific and original"
(Washington Post). In this collection of nine works of short fiction, she uses her
piercing insight to plumb the depth of the female experience and the human soul.
A husband’s wife transforms into a vulpine in "Mrs. Fox," winner of the BBC Short
Story Prize. In "Case Study 2, " A social worker struggles with a foster child raised
in a commune. A new mother runs into an old lover in "Luxury Hour." In
incandescent prose, full of rich observations and striking clarity, Hall has composed
nine wholly original pieces—works of fiction that will resonate long after the final
page is turned.
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Ghostly
The Spy Game
Two lives in danger – her lover’s and her sister’s. But she must choose only one. In
1913, young Irish emigrant Eva Downey is trapped in London with a remote father
and hostile stepmother. When she is awarded a legacy from an old suffragette to
attend a finishing school in Kent, she jumps at the chance. At the school, she finds
kinship and later falls in love with her teacher Christopher Shandlin, her intellectual
equal. But when war does break out, her fanatical and disapproving stepsister
Grace forces a choice on Eva. She must present Shandlin, who refuses to fight,
with a white feather of cowardice, or no money will be given for her sister Imelda’s
life-saving treatment in Switzerland. Caught in a dilemma, she chooses her sister
over her lover, a decision which will have irrevocable consequences for both her
and Christopher and haunt her for the rest of her life.

The Siege
From Ismail Kadare, winner of the inaugural Man Booker International Prize – a
novelist in the class of Coetzee, Pamuk, Márquez, and Rushdie – the stunning new
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translation of one of his major works. In the early fifteenth century, as winter falls
away, the people of Albania know that their fate is sealed. They have refused to
negotiate with the Ottoman Empire, and war is now inevitable. Soon enough, dust
kicked up by Turkish horses is spotted from a citadel. Brightly coloured banners,
hastily constructed minarets, and tens of thousands of men fill the plain below.
From this moment on, the world is waiting to hear that the fortress has fallen. The
Siege tells the enthralling story of the weeks and months that follow – of the
exhilaration and despair of the battlefield, the constantly shifting strategies of war,
and those whose lives are held in the balance, from the Pasha himself to the
artillerymen, astrologer, blind poet, and harem of women who accompany him.
"Believe me," the general said. "I’ve taken part in many sieges but this," he waved
towards the castle walls, "is where the most fearful carnage of our times will take
place. And you surely know as well as I do that great massacres always give birth
to great books. You really do have an opportunity to write a thundering chronicle
redolent with pitch and blood, and it will be utterly different from the graceful
whines composed at the fireside by squealers who never went to war." Brilliantly
vivid, as insightful as it is compelling, The Siege is an unforgettable account of the
clash of two great civilisations, and a portrait of war that will resonate across the
centuries. From the Hardcover edition.

Desert Island Discs: 70 Years of Castaways
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When a stranger with unusual manners is murdered for his unflattering and
insightful illustrations, a government report writer and concentration camp survivor
writes an official, whitewashed account of the incident while secretly penning the
truth in a parallel narrative.

Bad Time for Poetry
Early on a gray November morning in 1941, a small Ukrainian town is overrun by
the SS. Penned in with his fellow Jews, a father anxiously awaits word of his two
sons, while a young woman, come to fetch her sweetheart away from the invaders,
must confront new and harsh truths about those closest to her. At the same time, a
German engineer, here to avoid a war he considers criminal, is faced with an even
greater crime unfolding behind the lines and no one but himself to turn to. And in
the midst of it all, a boy determined to survive must throw in his lot with strangers.
As their stories weave together, each of these characters comes to know the
compromises demanded by survival, the oppressive power of fear, and the
possibility of courage in the face of terror.

Be Everything at Once
A stunning new voice reminiscent of Maggie O'Farrell and Jon McGregor, which has
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already been acclaimed by John Banville, Roddy Doyle and Anne Enright. GHOST
MOTH will transport you to two hot summers, 20 years apart. Northern Ireland,
1949. Katherine must choose between George Bedford - solid, reliable, devoted
George - and Tom McKinley, who makes her feel alive. The reverberations of that
summer - of the passions that were spilled, the lies that were told and the bargains
that were made - still clamour to be heard in 1969. Northern Ireland has become a
tinderbox but tragedy also lurks closer to home. As Katherine and George struggle
to save their marriage and silence the ghosts of the past, their family and city
stand on the brink of collapse

Grasshopper Jungle
A “deeply impressive . . . devastating but quite stunning” novel about doomed love
and ambition in Nazi Germany (Minneapolis Star-Tribune). Set during World War II
amid the trenches of the eastern front and the turmoil of Berlin under the Third
Reich, The Undertaking intertwines the lives of two German strangers entering into
a proxy marriage of convenience, self-interest, and of ideology. Peter Faber is a
soldier desperate to escape the madness of war if only by a three-week
honeymoon leave. His new wife is Katharine Spinell, a resourceful young woman
from Berlin who anticipates the likelihood of a widow’s pension should Peter die in
battle. When they finally meet there is an attraction as unexpected as it is intense.
But as Peter returns to Stalingrad, and as Katherine ruthlessly works her way into
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Nazi high society, the tides of war change. So do Peter and Katharine’s fates and
fortunes, in this “bold, honest novel about Nazi greed and moral blankness . . . and
the small people who are inseparably part of a great ravagement” (The Guardian).
Finalist for the Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction, The Undertaking is “one of the
most riveting accounts of love in time of war that this reviewer has ever read”
(Library Journal (starred review)—“a violent, elegant, unsentimental journey
through hell and halfway back” (Chris Cleave, New York Times–bestselling author
of Everyone Brave is Forgiven).

Then
“Using an alchemy all of her own, Eyre’s postmodern take on the 17th century
renders it dazzlingly fresh and contemporary.” —Guardian (UK) Venetia Stanley
was the great beauty of her day, so dazzling she inspired Ben Jonson to poetry and
Van Dyck to painting. But now she is married, the adoration to which she has
become accustomed has curdled to scrutiny, and she fears her powers are waning.
Her devoted husband, Sir Kenelm Digby—explorer, diplomat, philosopher,
alchemist— refuses to prepare a beauty tonic for her, insisting on her continued
perfection. Venetia, growing desperate, secretly engages an apothecary to sell her
“viper wine”—a strange potion said to bolster the blood and invigorate the skin.
The results are instant, glorious, and addictive, and soon the ladies of the court of
Charles I are looking unnaturally youthful. But there is a terrible price to be paid, as
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science clashes with magic, puritans rebel against the decadent monarchy, and
England slides into civil war. Based on real events and written with anachronistic
verve, Viper Wine is an intoxicating brew of love, longing and vanity, where the
17th and 21st centuries mix and mingle in the most enchanting and mind-bending
ways. From the Hardcover edition.

A Place Called Winter
A New York Times Notable Book from the author of A Stolen Tongue: A tale of
crime and survival in nineteenth-century England “as unsettling as it is brilliant”
(The Washington Post Book World). In Sunderland, England, a city quarantined by
the cholera epidemic of 1831, a defiant, fifteen-year-old beauty in an elegant blue
dress sells her body to feed her only love: a fragile baby boy. When the surgeon
Henry Chiver offers Gustine a different kind of work, she hopes to finally change
her terrible circumstances. But Chiver was recently implicated in the famous case
of Burke and Hare, who murdered beggars and sold their corpses for medical
research. And soon, Gustine’s own efforts to secure cadavers for Chiver’s anatomy
school will threaten the very things she’s working so hard to protect . . .
“Reminiscent of Wuthering Heights . . . or the novels of Dickens . . . An even better
book than Holman’s first, with prose that’s more limber and vivid—and with,
appropriately, even more heart.” —The New York Times Book Review “As
unsettling as it is brilliant. Holman attempts Herculean feats of plot and character,
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and the resulting novel is seamlessly crafted.” —The Washington Post Book World
“Holman seduces you. Her prose, tart, racy and somber, will sing in your soul a
long while.” —Frank McCourt, author of Angela’s Ashes “Holman’s style is risky and
direct . . . with unflinching emotional precision. This dazzlingly researched epic is
an uncommon read.” —Publisher Weekly, starred review

A Suitable Boy
Introduction by Terry Tempest Williams Afterword by T. H. Watkins Called a
“magnificently crafted story . . . brimming with wisdom” by Howard Frank Mosher
in The Washington Post Book World, Crossing to Safety has, since its publication in
1987, established itself as one of the greatest and most cherished American novels
of the twentieth century. Tracing the lives, loves, and aspirations of two couples
who move between Vermont and Wisconsin, it is a work of quiet majesty, deep
compassion, and powerful insight into the alchemy of friendship and marriage.

Ghost Moth
Why do things in moderation when you can just do everything? Cartoonist Dami
Lee's hilarious four-panel comic collection illustrates her experience navigating
identity, relationships, pop culture, and misunderstandings about basic human
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interactions, from growing up as a South Korean immigrant kid in the foreign land
of Texas to finding her home as a professional cartoonist in cyberspace. With
favorite selections from Dami's massively popular webcomic As Per Usual, as well
as many never-before-seen comics, Be Everything at Once is earnestly relatable
and endlessly funny, full of (mostly) true stories for anyone who obsesses over
their favorite snacks, struggles to take the best selfie, tears up at the sight of a
perfect dog, or is maybe just trying to find their place.

A Boy in Winter
The Wind Is Not a River is Brian Payton's gripping tale of survival and an epic love
story in which a husband and wife—separated by the only battle of World War II to
take place on American soil—fight to reunite in Alaska's starkly beautiful Aleutian
Islands. Following the death of his younger brother in Europe, journalist John Easley
is determined to find meaning in his loss. Leaving behind his beloved wife, Helen,
he heads north to investigate the Japanese invasion of Alaska's Aleutian Islands, a
story censored by the U.S. government. While John is accompanying a crew on a
bombing run, his plane is shot down over the island of Attu. He survives only to
find himself exposed to a harsh and unforgiving wilderness, known as “the
birthplace of winds.” There, John must battle the elements, starvation, and his own
remorse while evading discovery by the Japanese. Alone at home, Helen struggles
with the burden of her husband's disappearance. Caught in extraordinary
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circumstances, in this new world of the missing, she is forced to reimagine who she
is—and what she is capable of doing. Somehow, she must find John and bring him
home, a quest that takes her into the farthest reaches of the war, beyond the
safety of everything she knows.

History of Wolves
Years after their German refugee mother disappears on the same day the media
releases a story about a spy family, Anna and her brother, Peter, struggle to sort
out facts and lies about their mother's identity and wonder if she had a secret life.
By the author of The Solitude of Thomas Cave.

The Undertaking
Another brilliant, original and moving novel from the author of The Time Traveler’s
Wife. Julia and Valentina Poole are normal American teenagers — normal, at least,
for identical “mirror” twins who have no interest in college or jobs or possibly
anything outside their cozy suburban home. But everything changes when they
receive notice that an aunt whom they didn’t know existed has died and left them
her amazing flat in a building by Highgate Cemetery in London. They feel that at
last their own lives can begin … but they have no idea that they’ve been
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summoned into a tangle of fraying lives, from the OCD-suffering crossword setter
who lives above them to their aunt’s mysterious and elusive lover who lives below
them, and even to their aunt herself, who never got over her estrangement from
the mother of the girls — her own twin — and who can’t even seem to quite leave
her flat…. From the Hardcover edition.

See What I Have Done
A privileged elder son, and stammeringly shy, Harry Cane has followed convention
at every step. Even the beginnings of an illicit, dangerous affair do little to shake
the foundations of his muted existence - until the shock of discovery and the threat
of arrest cost him everything. Forced to abandon his wife and child, Harry signs up
for emigration to the newly colonised Canadian prairies. Remote and unforgiving,
his allotted homestead in a place called Winter is a world away from the golden
suburbs of turn-of-the-century Edwardian England. And yet it is here, isolated in a
seemingly harsh landscape, under the threat of war, madness and an evil man of
undeniable magnetism that the fight for survival will reveal in Harry an inner
strength and capacity for love beyond anything he has ever known before. In this
exquisite journey of self-discovery, loosely based on a real life family mystery,
Patrick Gale has created an epic, intimate human drama, both brutal and
breathtaking. It is a novel of secrets, sexuality and, ultimately, of great love.
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Unpacking My Library
We human beings had no say in existing—we just opened our eyes and found
ourselves here. We have a fundamental need to understand who we are and the
world we live in. Reason takes us a long way, but mystery remains. When our
minds and senses are baffled, faith can seem justified—but faith is not knowledge.
In Ultimate Questions, acclaimed philosopher Bryan Magee provocatively argues
that we have no way of fathoming our own natures or finding definitive answers to
the big questions we all face. With eloquence and grace, Magee urges us to be the
mapmakers of what is intelligible, and to identify the boundaries of
meaningfulness. He traces this tradition of thought to his chief philosophical
mentors—Locke, Hume, Kant, and Schopenhauer—and shows why this approach to
the enigma of existence can enrich our lives and transform our understanding of
the human predicament. As Magee puts it, "There is a world of difference between
being lost in the daylight and being lost in the dark." The crowning achievement to
a distinguished philosophical career, Ultimate Questions is a deeply personal
meditation on the meaning of life and the ways we should live and face death.

Black Venus
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but their calls to conscience threatened to tear them apart Conscience is Louisa
Thomas's beautifully written account of the remarkable Thomas brothers at the
turn of the twentieth century. At a time of trial, each brother struggled to
understand his obligation to his country, family, and faith. Centered around the
story of the eldest, Norman Thomas (later the six-time Socialist candidate for
president), the book explores the difficult decisions the four brothers faced with
the advent of World War I. Sons of a Presbyterian minister and grandsons of
missionaries, they shared a rigorous moral upbringing, a Princeton education, and
a faith in the era's spirit of hope. Two became soldiers. Ralph enlisted right away,
heeding President Woodrow Wilson's call to fight for freedom. A captain in the
Army Corps of Engineers, he was ultimately wounded in France. Arthur, the
youngest, was less certain about the righteousness of the cause but sensitive to
his obligation as a citizen-and like so many men eager to have a chance to prove
himself. The other two were pacifists. Evan became a conscientious objector,
protesting conscription; when the truce was signed on November 11, 1918, he was
in solitary confinement. Norman left his ministry in the tenements of East Harlem,
New York, and began down the course he would follow for the rest of his life,
fighting for civil liberties, social justice, and greater equality, and against violence
as a method of change. Conscience reveals the tension among responsibilities,
beliefs, and desires, between ideas and actions-and, sometimes, between brothers.
Conscience moves from the gothic buildings of Princeton to the tenements of New
York City, from the West Wing of the White House to the battlefields of France,
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tracking how four young men navigated a period of great uncertainty and
upheaval. A Thomas family member herself (Norman was Louisa's great
grandfather), Thomas proposes that there is something we might recover from the
brothers' debates about conscience: a way of talking about personal liberty and
social obligation, about being true to oneself and to one another.

The Betrayal
A “magnificent, brave, tender” novel of post-WWII Russia from the author of The
Siege—shortlisted for the Orwell Prize and Commonwealth Writers’ Prize (The
Independent on Sunday). Leningrad 1952. Andrei, a young doctor, and Anna, a
nursery school teacher, have forged a life together in the postwar, post-siege
wreckage. But they know their happiness is precarious, like that of millions of
Russians who must avoid the claws of Stalin’s merciless Ministry of State Security.
When Andrei is forced to treat the sick child of a senior secret police officer, his
every move is scrutinized, making it painfully clear that his own fate—and that of
his family—is bound to the child’s. Trapped in an impossible game of life and
death, Andrei and Anna must avoid the whispers and watchful eyes of those who
will say and do anything to save themselves . . . With The Betrayal, internationally
acclaimed author Helen Dunmore “vividly depicts the difficulty of living by principle
in a tyrannical society, in which paranoia infects every act, and even ordinary
citizens become instruments of terror” (The New Yorker). “An emotionally charged
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thriller, The Betrayal unfolds breathlessly and with great skill. . . . You don’t want to
put it down. . . . Elegant yet devastating.” —The Seattle Times “With precise period
detail and astute psychological insight, Dunmore brings the last months of Stalin’s
reign to life and reminds us why some eras shouldn’t be forgotten.” —Publishers
Weekly

The Undertaking
Shortlisted for the Booker Prize. In a small East Anglian town, Florence Green
decides, against polite but ruthless local opposition, to open a bookshop.

White Feathers
As words and stories are increasingly disseminated through digital means, the
significance of the book as object—whether pristine collectible or battered relic—is
growing as well. Unpacking My Library: Writers and Their Books spotlights the
personal libraries of thirteen favorite novelists who share their collections with
readers. Stunning photographs provide full views of the libraries and close-ups of
individual volumes: first editions, worn textbooks, pristine hardcovers, and
childhood companions. In her introduction, Leah Price muses on the history and
future of the bookshelf, asking what books can tell us about their owners and what
Page 24/31

Download File PDF The Undertaking Audrey Magee
readers can tell us about their collections. Supplementing the photographs are
Price's interviews with each author, which probe the relation of writing to reading,
collecting, and arranging books. Each writer provides a list of top ten favorite titles,
offering unique personal histories along with suggestions for every bibliophile.
Unpacking My Library: Writers and Their Books features the personal libraries of
Alison Bechdel, Stephen Carter, Junot Díaz, Rebecca Goldstein and Steven Pinker,
Lev Grossman and Sophie Gee, Jonathan Lethem, Claire Messud and James Wood,
Philip Pullman, Gary Shteyngart, and Edmund White.

Crossing to Safety
“So delicately calibrated and precisely beautiful that one might not immediately
sense the sledgehammer of pain building inside this book. And I mean that in the
best way. What powerful tension and depth this provides!”—Aimee Bender
Fourteen-year-old Linda lives with her parents in the beautiful, austere woods of
northern Minnesota, where their nearly abandoned commune stands as a last
vestige of a lost counter-culture world. Isolated at home and an outlander at
school, Linda is drawn to the enigmatic, attractive Lily and new history teacher Mr.
Grierson. When Mr. Grierson is charged with possessing child pornography, the
implications of his arrest deeply affect Linda as she wrestles with her own fledgling
desires and craving to belong. And then the young Gardner family moves in across
the lake and Linda finds herself welcomed into their home as a babysitter for their
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little boy, Paul. It seems that her life finally has purpose but with this new sense of
belonging she is also drawn into secrets she doesn’t understand. Over the course
of a few days, Linda makes a set of choices that reverberate throughout her life. As
she struggles to find a way out of the sequestered world into which she was born,
Linda confronts the life-and-death consequences of the things people do—and fail
to do—for the people they love. Winner of the McGinnis-Ritchie award for its first
chapter, Emily Fridlund’s propulsive and gorgeously written History of Wolves
introduces a new writer of enormous range and talent.

All Rights Reserved
“One of America’s most notorious murder cases inspires this feverish debut” novel
that goes inside the mind of Lizzie Borden (The Guardian). On the morning of
August 4, 1892, Lizzie Borden calls out to her maid: Someone’s killed Father. The
brutal ax-murder of Andrew and Abby Borden in their home in Fall River,
Massachusetts, leaves little evidence and many unanswered questions. In this
riveting debut novel, Sarah Schmidt reimagines the day of the infamous murders
as an intimate story of a family devoid of love. While neighbors struggle to
understand why anyone would want to harm the respected Bordens, those close to
the family have a different tale to tell―of a father with an explosive temper, a
spiteful stepmother, and two spinster sisters desperate for their independence. As
the police search for clues, Lizzie’s memories of that morning flash in scattered
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fragments. Had she been in the barn or the pear arbor to escape the stifling heat
of the house? When did she last speak to her stepmother? Were they really gone
and would everything be better now? Shifting among the perspectives of the
unreliable Lizzie, her older sister Emma, the housemaid Bridget, and the enigmatic
stranger Benjamin, the events of that fateful day are slowly revealed through a
high-wire feat of storytelling.

The Blue Flower
Presents a fictionalized account of the relationship between the eighteenth-century
German poet known as Novalis and his true love, Sophie

Homestead
A deeply moving family story of happiness and heartbreak, Behind the Scenes at
the Museum is bestselling author Kate Atkinson's award-winning literary debut.
National Bestseller Winner of the Whitbread Book of the Year Ruby Lennox begins
narrating her life at the moment of conception, and from there takes us on a
whirlwind tour of the twentieth century as seen through the eyes of an English girl
determined to learn about her family and its secrets. Kate Atkinson's first novel is
"a multigenerational tale of a spectacularly dysfunctional Yorkshire family and one
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of the funniest works of fiction to come out of Britain in years" (The New York
Times Book Review).

The Dress Lodger
A 2015 Michael L. Printz Honor Book Winner of the 2014 Boston Globe-Horn Book
Award for Fiction "Raunchy, bizarre, smart and compelling." --Rolling Stone
“Grasshopper Jungle is simultaneously creepy and hilarious. Reminds me of Kurt
Vonnegut’s in “Slaughterhouse Five,” in the best sense.” --New York Times Book
Review In the small town of Ealing, Iowa, Austin and his best friend, Robby, have
accidentally unleashed an unstoppable army. An army of horny, hungry, six-foottall praying mantises that only want to do two things. This is the truth. This is
history. It’s the end of the world. And nobody knows anything about it. You know
what I mean. Funny, intense, complex, and brave, Grasshopper Jungle brilliantly
weaves together everything from testicle-dissolving genetically modified corn to
the struggles of recession-era, small-town America in this groundbreaking comingof-age stunner. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Miss Graham's Cold War Cookbook
Felix and Zelda have escaped the train to the death camp, but where do they go
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now? They're two runaway kids in Nazi-occupied Poland. Danger lies at every turn
of the road. With the help of a woman named Genia and their active imaginations,
Felix and Zelda find a new home and begin to heal, forming a new family together.
But can it last? Morris Gleitzman's winning characters will tug at readers' hearts as
they struggle to survive in the harsh political climate of Poland in 1942. Their lives
are difficult, but they always remember what matters: family, love, and hope.

Ultimate Questions
Extraordinary and diverse people inhabit this rich, ripe, occasionally raucous
collection of short stories. Some are based on real people - Jeanne Duval,
Baudelaire's handsome and reluctant muse who never asked to be called the Black
Venus, trapped in the terminal ennui of the poet's passion, snatching at a little
lifesaving respectability against all oddsEdgar Allen Poe, with his face of a actor,
demonstrating in every thought and deed how right his friends were when they
said 'No man is safe who drinks before breakfast.' And some of these people are
totally imaginary. Such as the seventeenth century whore, transported to Virginia
for thieving, who turns into a good woman in spite of herself among the Indians,
who have nothing worth stealing. And a girl, suckled by wolves, strange and
indifferent as nature, who will not tolerate returning to humanity. Angela Carter
wonderfully mingles history, fiction, invention, literary criticism, high drama and
low comedy in a glorious collection of stories as full of contradictions and surprises
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as life itself.

They Went Left
In Trinidad, in 1796, teenage Rosa Rendón quietly but purposefully rebels against
typical female roles and behavior. Bright, competitive, and opinionated, Rosa sees
no reason she should learn to cook and keep house—it is obvious her talents lie in
running the farm she expects to be her birthright, despite her two older siblings.
But as her homeland goes from Spanish to British rule, it becomes increasingly
unclear whether its free black property owners—Rosa’s family among them—will
be allowed to keep their assets, their land, and ultimately, their freedom. By 1830,
Rosa is living among the Crow Nation in Bighorn, Wyoming with her husband,
Edward Rose and family. Her son Victor has reached the age where he should seek
his vision and become a man. But his path is blocked by secrets Rosa has kept
hidden from him. So Rosa sets out to take him on a journey to where his story
began and, in turn, retraces her own roots, those of a girl who forged her own way
from the middle of the ocean to the grassy hills of a far-away land.

Book of the Little Axe
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