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The Wordy Shipmates
The author shares her perspective on such topics as the 2000 election, present-day
civil rights activists, and the relationship between the United States and Canada.

The Sorcerer's Apprentices
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New York Times bestselling author of The Word Shipmates and contributor to NPR’s
“This American Life” Sarah Vowell embarks on a road trip to sites of political
violence, from Washington DC to Alaska, to better understand our nation’s everevolving political system and history.

Ladies of Liberty
"[T]he amazing story of a woman who lived through one of the worst times in
human history, losing family members to the Nazis but surviving with her spirit and
integrity intact.” —Publishers Weekly Marthe Cohn was a young Jewish woman
living just across the German border in France when Hitler rose to power. Her
family sheltered Jews fleeing the Nazis, including Jewish children sent away by their
terrified parents. But soon her homeland was also under Nazi rule. As the Nazi
occupation escalated, Marthe’s sister was arrested and sent to Auschwitz and the
rest of her family was forced to flee to the south of France. Always a fighter,
Marthe joined the French Army and became a member of the intelligence service
of the French First Army. Marthe, using her perfect German accent and blond hair
to pose as a young German nurse who was desperately trying to obtain word of a
fictional fiancé, would slip behind enemy lines to retrieve inside information about
Nazi troop movements. By traveling throughout the countryside and approaching
troops sympathetic to her plight--risking death every time she did so--she learned
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where they were going next and was able to alert Allied commanders. When, at the
age of eighty, Marthe Cohn was awarded France’s highest military honor, the
Médaille Militaire, not even her children knew to what extent this modest woman
had helped defeat the Nazi empire. At its heart, this remarkable memoir is the tale
of an ordinary human being who, under extraordinary circumstances, became the
hero her country needed her to be.

Institutional Individualism
Wicked Puritans of Essex County is a unique report on Puritan criminality that
shatters the stereotype of the Puritan (someone striving, above all, to achieve
moral purity). With a ground breaking, eye opening level of detail, this book
reveals that a surprising number of Puritans were prone to kick the dog, skip
church, disrespect the minister, steal a keg of nails, shortweight your grain, turn
swine into your corn, burn your barn, or perform any number of wicked and vicious
acts. Lesson learned? The Puritan crowd was not, after all, much different from any
other, then or now. Author Tom Juergens may not be the first to drive nails into the
coffin of Puritan moral superiority, but he has found a hefty hammer to wield in the
record they left behind

The Chinese in America
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Hysterically, morbidly, poignantly funny first novel about a young Jewish man living
in Montreal and contending with the death of his mother and life with a confused,
ineffectual father and a series of beautiful, damaged women. Woody Allen meets
J.D. Salinger meets Leonard Cohen

The Winthrop Woman
A cultural profile of Puritan life covers a wide range of topics, from their covenant
communities and deep-rooted ideologies to their beliefs about church and state
and their perspectives on other faiths, in an account that also evaluates their
legacy in today's world. 125,000 first printing.

Lafayette in the Somewhat United States
The final collection from Nick Hornby's column "Stuff I've Been Reading" in the
Believer magazine.

The Partly Cloudy Patriot
A WONDROUS NEW BOOK OF MCPHEE'S PROSE PIECES—IN MANY ASPECTS HIS
MOST PERSONAL IN FOUR DECADES The brief, brilliant essay "Silk Parachute,"
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which first appeared in The New Yorker a decade ago, has become John McPhee's
most anthologized piece of writing. In the nine other pieces here— highly varied in
length and theme—McPhee ranges with his characteristic humor and intensity
through lacrosse, long-exposure view-camera photography, the weird foods he has
sometimes been served in the course of his reportorial travels, a U.S. Open golf
championship, and a season in Europe "on the chalk" from the downs and sea cliffs
of England to the Maas valley in the Netherlands and the champagne country of
northern France. Some of the pieces are wholly personal. In luminous recollections
of his early years, for example, he goes on outings with his mother, deliberately
overturns canoes in a learning process at a summer camp, and germinates a future
book while riding on a jump seat to away games as a basketball player. But each
piece—on whatever theme—contains somewhere a personal aspect in which
McPhee suggests why he was attracted to write about the subject, and each opens
like a silk parachute, lofted skyward and suddenly blossoming with color and form.

Lenny Bruce Is Dead
In this eye-opening companion volume to her acclaimed history Founding Mothers,
number-one New York Times bestselling author and renowned political
commentator Cokie Roberts brings to life the extraordinary accomplishments of
women who laid the groundwork for a better society. Recounted with insight and
humor, and drawing on personal correspondence, private journals, and other
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primary sources, many of them previously unpublished, here are the fascinating
and inspiring true stories of first ladies and freethinkers, educators and explorers.
Featuring an exceptional group of women—including Abigail Adams, Dolley
Madison, Rebecca Gratz, Louise Livingston, Sacagawea, and others—Ladies of
Liberty sheds new light on the generation of heroines, reformers, and visionaries
who helped shape our nation, finally giving these extraordinary ladies the
recognition they so greatly deserve.

A Godly Hero
From the million-copy bestselling author of Running with Scissors comes Augusten
Burroughs's most provocative collection yet. This book is approved for
consumption by those seeking pleasure, escape, amusement, enlightenment, or
general distraction. This book is not approved to treat disorders such as eBay
addiction or incessant blind dating. In studies, some people reported inappropriate,
convulsive laughter, a tingling sensation in the limbs, and sudden gasping. Fewer
than 1 percent reported narcolepsy. Doll collectors may experience special
sensitivity, as may discourteous drivers, candy-company brand managers, and
nicotine-gum users. This book has been shown to be especially helpful to those
with parents, grandparents, life partners, and incontinent dogs. People with dry,
cracked skin have responded well to this book, as have people with certain heart
conditions. Do not operate heavy machinery while reading this book, until you
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know what effects it may have on you. This text is contraindicated in those
suffering from certain psychiatric disorders, including---but not limited to---readers
afflicted with anhedonia, which is the inability to experience pleasure. Ask your
doctor about Possible Side Effects.

Up (Songbook)
Documents the life and career of Henry Clay from the founding of America through
the eve of the Civil War, covering his infamous rivalry with Andrew Jackson,
transformation of the office of Speaker of the House, and five unsuccessful runs for
the presidency.

Unfamiliar Fishes
With an introduction by Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies'
Detective Agency series. One did not drink sherry before the evening, just as one
did not read a novel in the morning. In 1970s London Edwin, Norman, Letty and
Marcia work in the same office and suffer the same problem –loneliness. Lovingly
and with delightful humour, Barbara Pym conducts us through their day-to-day
existence: their preoccupations, their irritations, their judgements, and - perhaps
most keenly felt – their worries about having somehow missed out on life as postPage 7/27
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war Britain shifted around them. Deliciously, blackly funny and full of obstinate
optimism, Quartet in Autumn shows Barbara Pym's sensitive artistry at its most
sparkling. Its world is both extraordinary and familiar, revealing the eccentricities
of everyday life.

Wicked Puritans Essex County
A biographical novel of Elizabeth Winthrop, a courageous woman who defied
Puritan conventions and beliefs.

Hunger of Memory
A portrait of the American orator describes his unique role as a leader of the
Christian left and his seminal place in both American politics and religion in the
volatile political landscape of turn-of-the-century America.

Henry Clay
A sweeping reexamination of the Founding Father who transformed the United
States in each of his political “lives”—as a revolutionary thinker, as a partisan
political strategist, and as a president Over the course of his life, James Madison
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changed the United States three times: First, he designed the Constitution, led the
struggle for its adoption and ratification, then drafted the Bill of Rights. As an older,
cannier politician he co-founded the original Republican party, setting the course of
American political partisanship. Finally, having pioneered a foreign policy based on
economic sanctions, he took the United States into a high-risk conflict, becoming
the first wartime president and, despite the odds, winning. In The Three Lives of
James Madison, Noah Feldman offers an intriguing portrait of this elusive genius
and the constitutional republic he created—and how both evolved to meet
unforeseen challenges. Madison hoped to eradicate partisanship yet found himself
giving voice to, and institutionalizing, the political divide. Madison’s lifelong loyalty
to Thomas Jefferson led to an irrevocable break with George Washington, hero of
the American Revolution. Madison closely collaborated with Alexander Hamilton on
the Federalist papers—yet their different visions for the United States left them
enemies. Alliances defined Madison, too. The vivacious Dolley Madison used her
social and political talents to win her husband new supporters in Washington—and
define the diplomatic customs of the capital’s society. Madison’s relationship with
James Monroe, a mixture of friendship and rivalry, shaped his presidency and the
outcome of the War of 1812. We may be more familiar with other Founding
Fathers, but the United States today is in many ways Madisonian in nature.
Madison predicted that foreign threats would justify the curtailment of civil
liberties. He feared economic inequality and the power of financial markets over
politics, believing that government by the people demanded resistance to wealth.
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Madison was the first Founding Father to recognize the importance of public
opinion, and the first to understand that the media could function as a safeguard to
liberty. The Three Lives of James Madison is an illuminating biography of the man
whose creativity and tenacity gave us America’s distinctive form of government.
His collaborations, struggles, and contradictions define the United States to this
day. Advance praise for The Three Lives of James Madison “Noah Feldman brings a
scholarly rigor and a gift for narrative to this impressive account of the
sprawling—and often perplexing—life of James Madison. Understanding America
requires understanding this often-overlooked Founder and his long, eventful life in
the arena. We are fortunate indeed that Feldman has given us such a thoughtful
examination of Madison’s mind and its still-unfolding role in the story of the
nation.”—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Thomas Jefferson: The Art
of Power “James Madison is famously known as the ‘Father’ of the American
Constitution. With great insight, conveyed in elegant and commanding prose, Noah
Feldman gives us a rich portrait of our fourth president in all his many aspects:
constitution maker, politician, partisan, friend, slaveholder, husband, president,
and elder statesmen. The result is a fresh, bold, and much-needed look at a pivotal
figure in American and, therefore, world history.”—Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family

In the Devil's Snare
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From the bestselling author of Assassination Vacation and Unfamiliar Fishes, a
humorous and insightful account of the Revolutionary War hero Marquis de
Lafayette - the one Frenchman America could all agree on - and an insightful
portrait of a nation's idealism and its reality. A fascinating alternative US civil war
story, from a writer who specialises in obscure political history.

Behind Enemy Lines
The #1 New York Times–bestselling author’s story about life at the Citadel in the
1960s, a profound exploration of what it means to be a man of honor. Lt. Col.
Nugent Courvoisie, known to the cadets as “the Boo,” is an imposing and inspiring
leader at the South Carolina military academy, the Citadel. A harsh disciplinarian
but a compassionate mentor, he guides and inspires his young charges. Cadet
Peter Cates is an anomaly. He is a gifted writer, a talented basketball player, and a
good student, but his outward successes do little to impress his abusive father. The
Boo takes Cates under his wing, but their bond is threatened when they’re forced
to confront an act of violence on campus. Drawn from Pat Conroy’s own
experiences as a student at the Citadel, The Boo is an unforgettable story about
duty, loyalty, and standing up for what is right in the face of overwhelming
circumstances.
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Making Haste from Babylon
A portrait of Benjamin Franklin's youngest sister, Jane, reveals how she was, like
her brother, a passionate reader, gifted writer, and shrewd political commentator
who made insightful observations about early America.

The Best American Nonrequired Reading 2017
At the end of 1618, a blazing green star soared across the night sky over the
northern hemisphere. From the Philippines to the Arctic, the comet became a
sensation and a symbol, a warning of doom or a promise of salvation. Two years
later, as the Pilgrims prepared to sail across the Atlantic on board the Mayflower,
the atmosphere remained charged with fear and expectation. Men and women
readied themselves for war, pestilence, or divine retribution. Against this
background, and amid deep economic depression, the Pilgrims conceived their
enterprise of exile. Within a decade, despite crisis and catastrophe, they built a
thriving settlement at New Plymouth, based on beaver fur, corn, and cattle. In
doing so, they laid the foundations for Massachusetts, New England, and a new
nation. Using a wealth of new evidence from landscape, archaeology, and
hundreds of overlooked or neglected documents, Nick Bunker gives a vivid and
strikingly original account of the Mayflower project and the first decade of the
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Plymouth Colony. From mercantile London and the rural England of Queen
Elizabeth I and King James I to the mountains and rivers of Maine, he weaves a rich
narrative that combines religion, politics, money, science, and the sea. The
Pilgrims were entrepreneurs as well as evangelicals, political radicals as well as
Christian idealists. Making Haste from Babylon tells their story in unrivaled depth,
from their roots in religious conflict and village strife at home to their final creation
of a permanent foothold in America. From the Hardcover edition.

Magical Thinking
"Hakluyt's Promise demonstrates [Hakluyt's] prominent role in the establishment of
English America as well as his interests in English opportunities in the East Indies.
The volume presents nearly fifty illustrations - many unpublished since the
sixteenth century - and offers a fresh view of Hakluyt's milieu and the central
concerns of the Elizabethan age"--Jacket.

Silk Parachute
A wickedly funny collection of personal essays from popular NPR personality Sarah
Vowell. Hailed by Newsweek as a "cranky stylist with talent to burn," Vowell has an
irresistible voice -- caustic and sympathetic, insightful and double-edged -- that has
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attracted a loyal following for her magazine writing and radio monologues on This
American Life. While tackling subjects such as identity, politics, religion, art, and
history, these autobiographical tales are written with a biting humor, placing
Vowell solidly in the tradition of Mark Twain and Dorothy Parker. Vowell searches
the streets of Hoboken for traces of the town's favorite son, Frank Sinatra. She
goes under cover of heavy makeup in an investigation of goth culture, blasts
cannonballs into a hillside on a father-daughter outing, and maps her family's
haunted history on a road trip down the Trail of Tears. Take the Cannoli is an
eclectic tour of the New World, a collection of alternately hilarious and
heartbreaking essays and autobiographical yarns.

Possible Side Effects
It was, arguably, the most famous restaurant in the world and perhaps one of the
most significant and influential ever: the legendary 'el Bulli' in Catalonia, which
closed in 2011, attained a near-mythic reputation for culinary wizardry. But what
actually went on behind the scenes? What was the daily reality of life in the world's
greatest kitchen? The Sorcerer's Apprenticestells first-hand the story of a young
chef enrolled in the restaurant's legendary training course. It shows her struggle to
adapt, how she and the other apprentices learned to push themselves and the
limits of their abilities, how they adjusted to a style of cooking that was creative in
the extreme and how they dealt with the pressures of performing at the highest
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level night after night. In past years stagiares have clashed with the severe
demeanour of Oriol Castro, the restaurant's chef de cuisine; others have gone on
to work at the restaurant. One was sent home each year, unable to fit into the highwire act that is the el Bulli kitchen. Complicating things even more, the stagiares
lived together in shared apartments, so the events and emotions of their personal
lives bled more than usual into the professional. The Sorcerer's Apprenticestells
these smaller, more human stories as well. At its heart, The Sorcerer's
Apprenticesis a quest: it tells the tale of a handful of aspiring young people who
submitted themselves to a grueling challenge in order to be made better by it. It
also offers an unprecedented, behind-the-scenes look at the most famous
restaurant in the world, through the lens of those who, ultimately, made it work.

Take the Cannoli
In search of a good book? Browne provides rich leads and much wit. Go, shop,
read!

The Wordy Shipmates
“A gift . . . One wonders how the world might be different if works in The Best
American Nonrequired Reading were indeed required.” —USA Today Sarah Vowell,
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author of Lafayette in the Somewhat United States and other best-selling titles
"gilded with snark, buoyant on charm" (NPR), worked with the students of the 826
Valencia writing lab to edit this year's anthology. They compiled new fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, comics, and the category-defying gems that have become one
of the hallmarks of this lively collection.

Shakespeare Wrote for Money
From the author of Lafayette in the Somewhat United States, The Wordy Shipmates
is New York Times bestselling author Sarah Vowell's exploration of the Puritans and
their journey to America to become the people of John Winthrop's "city upon a hill,"
a shining example, a "city that cannot be hid." To this day, America views itself as
a Puritan nation, but Vowell investigates what that means? and what it should
mean. What was this great political enterprise all about? Who were these people
who are considered the philosophical, spiritual, and moral ancestors of our nation?
What Vowell discovers is something far different from what their uptight shoebuckles-and- corn reputation might suggest. The people she finds are highly
literate, deeply principled, and surprisingly feisty. Their story is filled with pamphlet
feuds, witty courtroom dramas, and bloody vengeance. Along the way she asks:
*Was Massachusetts Bay Colony governor John Winthrop a communitarian, a
Christlike Christian, or conformity?s tyrannical enforcer? Answer: Yes! *Was Rhode
Island?s architect, Roger Williams, America?s founding freak or the father of the
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First Amendment? Same difference. *What does it take to get that jezebel Anne
Hutchinson to shut up? A hatchet. *What was the Puritans? pet name for the Pope?
The Great Whore of Babylon. Sarah Vowell?s special brand of armchair history
makes the bizarre and esoteric fascinatingly relevant and fun. She takes us from
the modern-day reenactment of an Indian massacre to the Mohegan Sun casino,
from old-timey Puritan poetry, where ?righteousness? is rhymed with ?wilderness,?
to a Mayflower-themed waterslide. Throughout, The Wordy Shipmates is rich in
historical fact, humorous insight, and social commentary by one of America?s most
celebrated voices. Thou shalt enjoy it.

46 Pages
(Piano Solo Songbook). Piano solo arrangements of 13 pieces from Pixar's
mammoth animated hit. Includes: Carl Goes Up * It's Just a House * Kevin Beak'n *
Married Life * Memories Can Weigh You Down * The Nickel Tour * Paradise Found *
The Small Mailman Returns * The Spirit of Adventure * Stuff We Did * We're in the
Club Now * and more, plus a special section of full-color artwork from the film!

The Wordy Shipmates
"Includes complete text of Thomas Paine's Common sense"--Cover.
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The Boo
There are approximately 502 million radios in America. For this savvy, far-reaching
diary, celebrated journalist and author Sarah Vowell turned hers on and
listened--closely, critically, creatively--for an entire year. As a series of impressions
and reflections regarding contemporary American culture, and as an extended
meditation on both our media and our society, Radio On is a keenly focused book
that is as insightful as it is refreshing.

Radio On
A revelatory analysis of the 17th-century theologian's integral role in shaping early
America's religion, political power and individual rights places his story against a
backdrop of Puritanism and the English Civil War while providing coverage of such
subjects as Edward Coke and the evolving debate on the separation of church and
state. By the award-winning author of Rising Tide.

Quartet in Autumn
A collection of personal writings features observations on such topics as a contest
of wills with a deranged cleaning lady, the emotional side of killing a rodent in
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one's home, and the brief fame that accompanies starring in a commercial.

The Book Shopper
A cultural profile of Puritan life covers a wide range of topics, from their covenant
communities and deep-rooted ideologies to their beliefs about church and state
and their perspectives on other faiths, in an account that also evaluates their
legacy in today's world. 125,000 first printing.

Hakluyt's Promise
Widely praised following its initial publication, Founding Myths is a page-turner
created out of the stuff of American history primers. Reexamining thirteen wellknown tales from the American struggle for independence, the book documents
the errors and inventions that permeate these cherished national myths - myths
that are often still taught in American history classes - in what Baltimore's City
Paper calls a ''debunking that does not disappoint." ''Engaging and eye-opening"
(The Sacramento Bee), Ray Raphael's bold and provocative book reexamines the
story of Paul Revere's midnight ride, which turns out to have involved far more
than one rider; Patrick Henry's famous (and fictitious) ''Give Me Liberty" speech;
and the made-up character of Molly Pitcher, among many others. Raphael cleverly
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demonstrates how these stories evolved over time. And in each case, he offers an
alternative version, one that is both more historically accurate and more in tune
with our nation's democratic ideals. For anyone who is curious about the true story
of the nation's founding, and for those searching for a genuine chronicle of
democratic struggle, Founding Myths is American history at its truest and most
vital.

Book of Ages
A collection of stories-some well known, some more obscure- capturing some of
the best storytelling of this golden age of nonfiction. An anthology of the best new
masters of nonfiction storytelling, personally chosen and introduced by Ira Glass,
the producer and host of the award-winning public radio program This American
Life. These pieces-on teenage white collar criminals, buying a cow, Saddam
Hussein, drunken British soccer culture, and how we know everyone in our Rolodexare meant to mesmerize and inspire.

Assassination Vacation
Award-winning historian Mary Beth Norton reexamines the Salem witch trials in this
startlingly original, meticulously researched, and utterly riveting study. In 1692 the
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people of Massachusetts were living in fear, and not solely of satanic afflictions.
Horrifyingly violent Indian attacks had all but emptied the northern frontier of
settlers, and many traumatized refugees—including the main accusers of
witches—had fled to communities like Salem. Meanwhile the colony’s leaders,
defensive about their own failure to protect the frontier, pondered how God’s
people could be suffering at the hands of savages. Struck by the similarities
between what the refugees had witnessed and what the witchcraft “victims”
described, many were quick to see a vast conspiracy of the Devil (in league with
the French and the Indians) threatening New England on all sides. By providing this
essential context to the famous events, and by casting her net well beyond the
borders of Salem itself, Norton sheds new light on one of the most perplexing and
fascinating periods in our history. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Founding Myths
An irreverent analysis of late-nineteenth-century imperialism in the United States
focuses on the annexation of Hawaii as a defining historical milestone, covering
such contributing factors as the missionary overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy
and the activities of whaling fleets.

Roger Williams and the Creation of the American Soul
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A major biography of the Marquis de Lafayette, French hero of the American
Revolution, who, at age nineteen, volunteered to fight under George Washington; a
biography that looks past the storybook hero and selfless champion of righteous
causes who cast aside family and fortune to advance the transcendent aims of
liberty and justice commemorated in America’s towns, streets, parks, and schools
named after the French nobleman. Laura Auricchio gives us a rich portrait of the
man, fully revealed, a man driven by dreams of glory and felled by tragic, human
weaknesses. In The Marquis, we come to understand the personal struggles, social
quandaries, and idealistic visions that inspired an orphaned young man to cross an
ocean and fight a war that was none of his concern; we see a guileless provincial
whose unexpected inheritance allowed him to marry into the highest echelons of
the French aristocracy, and become a self-consciously awkward presence at the
palace of Versailles. Here is the young Lafayette, removed from the French army
as a result of sweeping reforms, trapped in a gilded cage until American emissaries
reached Paris seeking support for their revolution. In the American cause,
Lafayette, whose only vision had been of martial glory, saw a way to reach his
dreams, and seized it with gusto. Americans welcomed him with open arms, and he
returned their affection fully. His American éclat was so brilliant and his
enthusiasm so great that he quickly became the symbol of the Franco-American
alliance that ultimately defeated Great Britain. We see how Lafayette’s reputation
rose to great heights during the American Revolution but collapsed during the
French; that when the Bastille fell on July 14, 1789, Parisians hailed Lafayette as
Page 22/27

Read Online The Wordy Shipmates Sarah Vowell
the French Washington and appointed him commander of their National Guard,
hoping that he would be able to restore order to a city wracked by starvation and
violence. As revolutionaries hurtled in radical directions and staunch monarchists
dug in their heels, Lafayette lost control, remaining steadfast in his belief that the
French monarchy needed to be reformed but not abolished, and doing everything
in his power to prevent an American-style republic from taking root in his native
land. Formerly seen as France’s heroic figure, Lafayette was now viewed as
opportunistic, a dreamer, and a traitor to his nation--and today remains a murky
figure in French memory. In America, Lafayette’s momentous departure from his
homeland for the War of Independence has long been hailed as the start of an
extraordinary career to be celebrated for generations. In France, it is often seen as
just one of his many misbegotten undertakings. Yet no one has managed to offer a
satisfactory answer to the crucial question of why: Why did Americans shower
Lafayette with so much acclaim in his own time that he remains a hero today,
being named an honorary U.S. citizen in 2002—becoming only the seventh person
ever granted this distinction? And why, in contrast, does his memory continue to
be denigrated in his own land? Auricchio, drawing on substantial new research
conducted in libraries, archives, museums, and private homes in France and the
United States, gives us history on a grand scale as she answers these crucial
questions, revealing the man and his complex life, and challenging and exploring
the complicated myths that have surrounded his name for more than two
centuries. From the Hardcover edition.
Page 23/27

Read Online The Wordy Shipmates Sarah Vowell
The Marquis
A "thought-provoking, meticulously researched" testament to evangelical
Christians' crucial contribution to American independence and a timely appeal for
the same spiritual vitality today (Washington Times). At the dawn of the
Revolutionary War, America was already a nation of diverse faiths-the First Great
Awakening and Enlightenment concepts such as deism and atheism had endowed
the colonists with varying and often opposed religious beliefs. Despite their
differences, however, Americans found common ground against British tyranny
and formed an alliance that would power the American Revolution. In God of
Liberty, historian Thomas S. Kidd offers the first comprehensive account of
religion's role during this transformative period and how it gave form to our nation
and sustained it through its tumultuous birth -- and how it can be a force within our
country during times of transition today.

God of Liberty
In an epic story that spans 150 years and continues to the present day, Iris Chang
tells of a people’s search for a better life—the determination of the Chinese to
forge an identity and a destiny in a strange land and, often against great obstacles,
to find success. She chronicles the many accomplishments in America of Chinese
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immigrants and their descendents: building the infrastructure of their adopted
country, fighting racist and exclusionary laws, walking the racial tightrope between
black and white, contributing to major scientific and technological advances,
expanding the literary canon, and influencing the way we think about racial and
ethnic groups. Interweaving political, social, economic, and cultural history, as well
as the stories of individuals, Chang offers a bracing view not only of what it means
to be Chinese American, but also of what it is to be American.

The Three Lives of James Madison
Hunger of Memory is the story of Mexican-American Richard Rodriguez, who begins
his schooling in Sacramento, California, knowing just 50 words of English, and
concludes his university studies in the stately quiet of the reading room of the
British Museum. Here is the poignant journey of a “minority student” who pays the
cost of his social assimilation and academic success with a painful alienation —
from his past, his parents, his culture — and so describes the high price of “making
it” in middle-class America. Provocative in its positions on affirmative action and
bilingual education, Hunger of Memory is a powerful political statement, a profound
study of the importance of language and the moving, intimate portrait of a boy
struggling to become a man. From the Paperback edition.
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The New Kings of Nonfiction
Traditional approaches to American history and letters see colonial religious
institutions as a coercive force that produced an illusion of freedom aimed at
achieving political dominance more than religious truth. Challenging these
approaches, Michael Kaufman argues that modern notions of freedom arise out of
an individual's affiliation with-rather than domination by-religious institutions. He
posits a new way of seeing the paradoxical relationship of individuals and
institutions by examining the New England Puritans' commitment to change in the
individual, which took the form of spiritual conversion, and to change in the church
and state, which took the form of challenges to institutional hierarchies. His focus
on the lives, writings, and roles of Anne Hutchinson, John Cotton, and Roger
Williams allows him o reinterpret concepts he says have long been accepted, often
uncritically, as historical "givens" in American studies: ideas of identity,
individualism, autonomy, submission, oppression, patriarchy, and affiliation.
Arguing that individuals exert their influences not only by making choices about
which institutions to join, but also by re-imagining their relations to patriarchal
authority, Kaufmann provides new ways of evaluating institutional affiliations in
Puritan culture, and, implicitly, in our own.
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